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Spartan Expressions is the New Hartford High
School student newspaper. The NHHS journalism classes, as well as members of the Spartan
Expressions club, produce the paper.
Senior Issue staff:
Emma Mazloom and Maggie Stephens
Contributors: Layla Blask, Gianna Giglio, Abby
McCarthy, and Charmy Rani
Advisor: Jennifer Clive

To The Class of 2020

Materials found to be published in the paper
are the efforts of students who contribute and
are not intended to represent the opinion of
any school official or member of the New
Hartford Central School Board of Education.
Reviews or references to businesses, services, products or media do not represent an
endorsement by the Board of Education. The
copyright laws of the United States of America
protect all materials published in Spartan
Expressions.

Born in a post 9/11 environment and graduating during a pandemic, the
class of 2020 knows resilience. In 2017 as sophomores most of us could not wait
to graduate. Now three years later, the time to say goodbye has come. 177 people
in the class of 2020 will all end up in different places this fall. Some of us will be
off to college, some of us will be working and some of us will need a little time to
discover what it is we want to do. Despite our differences, one thing we will all
have in common is the memories we made at New Hartford.
We will have to say goodbye to our friends, some of whom we have
known for more than thirteen years. We will have to say goodbye to our teachers
Any student may contribute to
that have helped shape us into the people we are today. We will have to say
Spartan Expressions
goodbye to the memories made in the library from talking with Mrs. Sweeney to
Articles, photography, artwork and creative
wanting to nap on the couches, all the lunches we ate in places that weren’t the
writing for consideration of publication must
cafeteria from stairways to teacher’s rooms, all the laughs we shared with friends
meet the following guidelines:
that left us breathless and so much more.
There are details of the future that are uncertain. The year 2020 will go
CONTENT:
• No slanderous or libelous material will be
down in history and to many the year would be represented by political and
tolerated.
financial challenges, Zoom classes and spending time indoors. The Class of 2020
• All reference to sex will be vague, scientific
has faced so many challenges, but when we look back on our high school years
and will not use slang or be otherwise offenwe will feel proud to have overcome these challenges while making memories
sive.
• There will be no excess of violence or morwith lifelong friends.
bidity.
High school is just one small part of life, what seems like such a pressing
• No promotion of the use of drugs, alcohol, or
issue during these four years won’t seem so significant in the future. We will
recreational sex.
• No interference with the educational process. look back and remember the relationships with our friends and teachers that
• Content shall be factual and unbiased and
shaped us to be the determined and resilient people that we are today. We will
shall not be derogatory toward any person or
remember all the happy memories with friends and the times we lent a shoulder
group.
to a friend to cry on. In the future we will make many more memories and have
many more experiences that will broaden our horizons. Whatever your path
SUBMISSION:
• All articles and creative writing must be
may be, good luck to my fellow seniors and may you go forth fearlessly.
typed and edited.
• Please email submissions to
jclive@nhart.org at least a week before publication.

--Charmy Rani 2020
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The Senior Class of 2020
Alex Alberico

Alex is proud to have learned that high
school is a place to share something
that you are proud of. He is going to
miss his high school schedule and
being able to visit Ms. Sweeney every
day in the library. After high school,
Alex plans on finding a job somewhere
around New Hartford and trying to
invest most of the money he makes.
Alex would like to thank Mr. Goodelle
for teaching useful and enjoyable
classes.

Jeffrey Amidon

Jeffrey, also known as Jake, will
be spending the next 5 years as a
Mountainhawk in the Arts and
Engineering program at Lehigh
University. In the past four years
he has learned to properly balance
and prioritize all aspects of his life,
from academics to extracurricular
activities. He is grateful for all
of the people who have helped
him throughout his time at New
Hartford—from his friends with
whom he has created countless
memories to his supportive and
helpful teachers. Jake will look back
fondly on the time he has spent
in New Hartford and hopes to see
everyone again soon.

A note from the staff:
It is our intention to celebrate all members of the senior class of 2020. Due
to the COVID 19 school closure, we were not able to interview each senior in
person. All profiles were written by Spartan Expressions staff members based on
responses from a voluntary survey submitted by seniors. All seniors and their
parents were notified of the opportunity to submit surveys , artwork, reflections
and photos by email. Senior photos and profiles were included from all students
who submitted them and some senior photos were taken from SchoolTool. All
candid photos were submitted by members of the senior class.

Jayden Angleton

Matthew Bailey

Matthew’s favorite high school
accomplishment was being one of the
swim co-captains junior and senior
year. He was also proud to be the class
Corresponding Secretary junior and
senior year. After graduation, Matthew
will be attending Utica College to study
Cyber Security. Matthew is grateful for
all the friends he has made, especially
the “triumvirate,” and for all the great
memories they made together. He is
also grateful for all the teachers who
have helped him throughout his high
school career.
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Justin Ball

Timothy Barcomb

Sydney Barringer

Tim will be studying Criminal
Justice at Utica College in the fall.
He is grateful for the memories and
friendships he has made throughout
high school; he will miss being able to
see his friends every day. Because of
the memories he’s made with friends
as well as the support he’s received
from his teachers throughout the
years, he considers high school to be
a phenomenal time in his life. As he
leaves high school, he especially wants
to encourage the junior class to do
as much as possible to be involved in
the school community by living in the
moment and not taking anything for
granted during senior year.

The biggest thing Sydney will miss
about high school is seeing her friends
every day. However, she is very excited
for her next four years studying
environmental science at University of
New Hampshire.

James Barclay

James is a cool, calm, and kind
member of the senior class. He is
proud of learning how computer code
works, and how to convert binary
and hexadecimals. He is not sure of
his plans next year. James is grateful
for his friends, family, and others,
for helping him stay confident to get
through the year. He says he will miss
all of the nice people who work at
New Hartford schools.
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Alivia Bell

Alivia will be attending SUNY
Oneonta for early childhood
education. She is proud to have
developed a strong work ethic
throughout high school, earning
several academic awards throughout
the years and serving as a class
officer during her senior year. She
has missed seeing her friends and
teachers—who know her well for her
outgoing, kind, and hardworking
self—throughout the past weeks;
upon leaving high school, she will
especially miss spending time with
them while getting ready for football
games. Alivia is grateful to have spent
her formative years at an amazing
school under teachers without whom
she would not be where she is today.
She has learned that high school is
short; you must make the most of it
while you can because it ends all too
quickly.

Katherine Bennett

Hannah Benson
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--Abby James 2020
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Bonnie Blom

Nicole Borowiec
Layla Blask
Ally is an ambitious, reliable visionary
who plans to study biology on a premed track at the University of Florida.
She says she is grateful for her parents,
who always encouraged her to work
her hardest to achieve her goals. Ally
will miss the life-long friends she’s
made and the student sections at
football games.

Eleanor Berkhoudt
Next year, Layla will be attending
SUNY ESF and majoring in
Conservation Biology. She says, “I’m
grateful for all the memories I’ve
made in high school and the bonds
I’ve made with friends and teachers.”
Layla shares that when she started
playing lacrosse in elementary school,
she set a goal to play every position
at least once. She is proud that she
accomplished this goal in high school.
Layla already misses her Spartan 2
Spartan pals and she says, “Once we
are graduated I’ll miss football games
and how everyone bonded through
cheers and dressing up, not caring how
silly we looked.”

Nicole describes herself as
“determined, happy and goofy” and
says she will be attending Clarkson
University and majoring in Civil
Engineering. She says, “High School
taught me how to keep my head up
even if failures occur.” She already
misses her teachers and getting to
see her friends every day. “Even
though I got up every morning and
complained about school,” Nicole
says, “I miss complaining about it.”
She also expresses gratitude for all of
her teachers, but especially Mrs. Roth
and Mr. Surace “for always being there
when I needed help or for someone to
just listen to me complain about my
day. Every teacher at New Hartford is
so helpful and kind. I will for sure miss
this in college.”

June 2020

Peter Boufford

Next year, Peter will be attending Utica
college and will continue working at
McDonald’s. Creative, optimistic, and
daring, Peter says, “I learned as you get
older the days get longer and years get
shorter. I’ve learned how to make the
most of each day, and do everything
with a purpose.” He will always cherish
lunches, making lifelong memories
with his friends, and his conversations
with Mrs. Sweeney in the library. He
is grateful for his friends who stuck
with him and for his family who
pushed him and inspired him to hope.
According to Peter, “life is just like our
graduation... or how Forrest Gump
said it, a box of chocolates. ‘You never
know what you’re gonna get.’ If you
get the short end of the stick, make the
best of it. A little hard work and pride
is all it takes to persevere.”
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Vinny Broccoli

Maria Brooks

Next year, Vinny will attend Saint John
Fisher and will play football while
pursuing a business degree.
Vinny describes himself as “athletic
and goofy” and says, “I’ll miss being
able to go out with my friends for
lunch and roaming the halls with my
friends.” He says he is grateful for
his teachers who pushed him to do
his best and believed in him. “I have
learned that you have to work for
most about everything in life and with
practice and a good work ethic you can
accomplish anything,” Vinny says.

Maria is a caring, kind and hardworking student who plans to attend
St. John Fisher College in the fall to
study nursing; she hopes to become
a neonatal nurse in the future.
She says, I would like to thank my
family, friends, and teachers for their
continued support and motivation.
All I have accomplished would not
have been possible without them,
and I’m very lucky to have so many
loving people surround me every day.”
Maria shares that in high school she
learned that hard work pays off and
that it’s important to have a goal to
work towards. Maria says, “I will miss
seeing my friends that I have grown
up with since kindergarten and the
memories that we have made. I will
also miss seeing the teachers every day
because they are always so welcoming
when we walk into the classroom.” She
wants to offer the following advice to
underclassmen:
“Don’t take anything for granted
because you never know when
something can get taken away from
you. Just like I’m sure many seniors
this year can agree, you don’t realize
how much good you have in your
life until you are no longer able to
do something or see someone. Enjoy
every moment as if it were your last.”
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Jacob Cahalan

Mehmet Cetinkaya

Josette Callanta

Sammad Chaudary

William Burnett

Susan Checchia
Maya Bykuc
Dedicated, optimistic and selfless,
Josette plans on attending MVCC and
then transferring to SUNY Oneonta,
with hopes of becoming a teacher. She
is thankful for the love and support
from family, friends and teachers and
says she already misses “the social
gatherings where everyone was happy
and care-free, and walking through
the same hallways every day.” Josette
reminds us all not to take anything for
granted, and to cherish our time with
our loved ones. “Make unforgettable
memories that will last a lifetime,” she
says.
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Olivia Chiffy

Olivia will study nursing at SUNY
Poly to pursue a career as a nurse
anesthetist. She is proud of the ways
she learned to manage her time and
to decide what is best for herself.
This smart, outgoing, fun senior
will miss seeing her friends from
high school every day. Olivia also
says, “I am grateful for my parents
for encouraging me to do better and
always believing in me.”

Grant Colerick

Chris Collins

Amanda Circelli

Chris will be attending St. John Fisher
in the fall and majoring in sports
management.This fun, friendly and
passionate senior says, “I have learned
that you can’t please everyone but you
have to try.” Chris will miss seeing
his friends every day and expresses
his appreciation for his parents who
encourage him in everything he does.
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Kira Corasanti

Kira is an adventurous, fun,
compassionate senior who is planning
to attend University of Vermont but
may take a gap year first depending
on the status of Coronavirus. She will
miss seeing her friends and every day
and participating in all the clubs and
activities. Kira says, “ I am grateful
for my best friends Nicole, Olivia,
Kennedy, Brianna and Sydney for
always sticking by my side throughout
high school. I am also thankful for
all my teachers who have dedicated
their time to helping me learn.” She
is most proud of publishing a book
of her original poetry called Planting
Wildflowers. It is a bestseller on
Amazon, and all of the proceeds go to
the Amazon Aid Foundation.
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Jonathan Cordeiro

Jonathan is an efficient, intellectual,
calm senior with a good work ethic.
Next year he will attend Queen’s
University, Ontario, Canada. He was
sad to miss this year’s track season due
to the COVID 19 school closure. He
said he will miss his friends and going
to Mrs. Romanow’s room in between
every class.

Genna Courto
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Grace D’Ambrosio

Riley Darby
This loud, friendly, athletic senior is
grateful for all of the opportunities
New Hartford has offered her. Olivia
is proud of learning to manage her
workload on top of playing sports. She
says, “I would like to thank Ms.Noti
for everything she has done for me.”
Next year, Olivia plans to attend
SUNY Polytechnic Institute to study
nursing. “I will miss seeing my friends
every day, and playing sports with the
underclassman,” she says.

June 2020

Spartan Expressions

Page 12

              
    
            
          
         
                 
           
        !"       
      #









$$"  % &'&'

June 2020

( "  

Spartan Expressions

Page 13

Madison Dropkin

Bianca Durso

Nex year Madison plans on going to
college at SUNY Potsdam to study
community health and therapeutic
recreation. She will miss the close
friendships she’s made during high
school and cherishes the memories
she and her friends will share forever.
Madison also says, “I am grateful for
the opportunities I have been given
and the teachers that have supported
me throughout high school. I would
like to thank my parents for also
supporting and encouraging me to
reach my goals and succeed.”

Outgoing, optimistic and hardworking, Bianca is headed to Alfred
University to major in engineering. She
earned a spot in Alfred’s honors college
as well as their track team. Bianca says,
“I’m proud of all the work I have put
into academics and high jump for track
that have resulted in great outcomes.
This year for indoor I went to state
quals and jumped 5’1 coming in third
when I was supposed to come in last. It
was one of the best feelings. In regards
to academics I have always taken a full
course load and though it was difficult
at the time it paid off in so many ways.
One thing I learned in high school is to
always give people a chance regardless
of any preconceived notions you may
have because there are so many great
people in the world.” Even though she
is excited to make new friends and start
the next chapter of her life, Bianca says
she already misses the connections
with people at New Hartford. “Even if
w
it was something small it was nice to
see familiar smiling faces every day. I
will also miss all the supportive staff
w
who encourage and support all their
w
students inside and outside of the
classroom,” she says. Bianca says there
are too many people to thank because
they’ve all helped her become the
person she is today. She adds, “I never
believed them, but it really does go by
b
quick.”
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Moaz Elazzazi

Moaz will attend University at Buffalo
to study Biomedical Engineering. This
determined, easy-going, ambitious
student says, he has learned the value
of hard work and that everything
happens for a reason. He says,
“I’m grateful for my coaches and
teammates that have pushed me
to become a better athlete, and my
teachers and classmates that have
pushed me to become a better
student.” Moaz will miss “seeing the
homies every day” and he will always
remember the fun times they shared
at lunch and practice.

Spartan Expressions

Steven Elkhoury

In high school, Steven has learned that
“nothing is impossible if you work
hard and stay focused.” Next year
this kind, hard-working, motivated
senior will attend Syracuse University
to study biology and pursue a career
in medicine. He will miss seeing his
friends and teachers and he is grateful
for their support and encouragement.

Matthew Ellsworth
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Antonio Fanelli

Antonio will be going to the Martin
J. Whitman School of Management
at Syracuse University to major in
finance. He hopes to minor in sports
management and one day combine
the two to work in the world of sports.
In high school, Antonio has learned
that working hard and giving your best
effort does pay off. “When you work
hard on something it really does show
and you will receive the recognition
that you deserve,” he says. Antonio
will miss his friends. He says, “I’d like
to thank all my teachers from K-12
that have made me the person I am
today. Each of my teachers has taught
me lessons that I will never forget and
will use in life.”

Michael Fanelli

June 2020
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Nicole Farkouh

Nicole is excited to be attending
Harvard University this fall. She says,
“High school has taught me to cherish
and appreciate every moment I get.”
Nicole says she will miss seeing her
friends every day and she will miss
tennis season. “I am grateful for the
lifelong memories and friends high
school has given me. I would like to
thank my family and friends for being
the best always,” she says.

Andrew Fink

Leah Fortson

Leah says she has learned that stepping
out of her comfort zone is okay. She
wants to thank everyone for helping
her to become the person she is today.
She shares this kind message with her
classmates:“ I hope you are having a
great day. I am sorry if you are having
a bad day. The bad days will pass soon
and hold on to those good days.”
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Olivia Fowler

Olivia will be attending Syracuse
University and majoring in Biology.
She plans to become a pediatric
dentist. “In high school I learned
so much about the environment
through Ecology Club and I was able
to have a large role in the club. I had
the opportunity to go white water
rafting with my classmates and learn
about the importance of practicing
environmentally sustainable habits. I’m
proud to be in an amazing club with
students who were so determined to
make the community a better place.
This year we got a compost tumbler
and are looking for ways to create less
waste in the high school,” she says.
Caring, positive, and funny, Olivia will
miss seeing her friends, having fun
talking in the halls, going to lunch and
attending sports events together. She
says, “I’m so grateful for the amazing
teachers I’ve had the privilege of
learning from. I’m also thankful for
my family and friends’ support. I’m
so happy New Hartford introduced
me to my amazing friends who are so
loyal and fun to be around! Thank you
New Hartford School District for an
awesome 13 years!”

June 2020

Nina Frattasio

Next year, Nina will attend the
University of Rhode Island. She
hopes to travel and is excited to
work hard to be successful. Nina
is grateful for all of the memories
she made this year and says, “I will
miss Friday night football games and
having fun with my friends.” She
wants to remind students “to cherish
the moments you have because high
school goes by so fast.”

Robert French
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Mindy Gaiser

Josh Geci

Loyal, funny, and kind, Mindy Gaiser
has the ideal qualities needed to
become a nurse. She will pursue
her nursing career at Sacred Heart
University next year. Mindy is grateful
for all of the friendships and the
memories she’s gained throughout her
school days, especially at track meets,
and Masque rehearsals. She says, “I
will miss the open campus lunches and
being able to go into town or just out
to the bleachers with friends. I will also
miss being able to look forward to the
next day knowing I’ll see everyone in
person and talk about anything that
comes to mind.”

Josh will be attending the University
of Pittsburgh and plans to major in
Environmental Studies and possibly
minor in economics. He also plans to
study abroad. Josh describes himself as
“disciplined, creative and resourceful.”
He has learned to overcome plenty of
obstacles and draws inspiration from
the following words from Confucious:
“Our greatest glory is not in never
falling, but in rising every time we fall.”
Josh expresses his gratitude saying,
“Without my parents, none of my
successes would have been possible,
so they are who I’m most thankful for.
I am also grateful for the people who
stuck by me even when things weren’t
going great, because they are the real
ones. And to Mr. Romanow, who NH
is incredibly lucky to have.”

Michael Garcia

Ashley Giaccio

Ashley is an empathetic, kind, artistic
member of the senior class.

June 2020

Gianna Giglio
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Gianna hopes every senior this year
succeeds in their lives and also hopes
we all can finish our senior year all
together and not quarantined at
home.

Page 19

Nicholas Greico

Nate Giglio

Fun, loud, and out-going, Gianna has
learned a lot from her high school
experience, especially about what
it takes to be a leader. From doing
group presentations to being the cheer
captain, Gianna has learned about
what it’s like to run a team in a positive
and healthy way. She is also proud to
say she was in many clubs this year
and expressed leadership there as
well. Gianna is going to miss pretty
much everything from high school,
especially attending and cheering at
sporting events. She is also going to
miss hanging out with her friends and
creating bonds with her teachers. But
most of all, Gianna is going to miss
Masque and all of the friends and
memories she made throughout the
experience, especially with the way it
ended this year. Next year, Gianna will
be attending St. John Fisher College
and majoring in Communications/
Media Management. She is hoping
college will help her figure out which
part of communications will help her
find the best job after graduating.
Gianna is grateful to have had such a
memorable senior year and is especially
grateful for all of her teachers and
classmates that she developed such
special bonds with. She would like to
especially thank Mr. Benson and Dean
Crowe for always greeting her in the
morning and starting her day off right.

Ada Gouse

Connor Griffin

Jason Green

Connor will be attending The Fashion
Institute of Technology next year.
Connor says, “Thank you to all the
staff and teachers for their help and
dedication! Also a BIG thank you to
Grace Keeler!” Connor is inspired
by the words of Elizabeth Warren:
“Nevertheless you must persist.”

June 2020
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The people I love best

The people I love best are
The people who make a hard time less painful.
Although we are not physically near,
We stand together through this emotional time.
All good things comes to those who smile through the pain.
(Alivia Bell 2020)

The people I love best are
Protecting me with everything they do
Working hard to put food on the table
Staying safe during this monstrosity of a pandemic
Comforting me and saying “it’ll be ok.”
(Chris Collins 2020)

The people I love best
Love the most flawed.
Like fire, their passions are fueled by connection;
Though the love of my people may collect in a blaze
Taxing and ruinous,
It is the nature of their fire and keep—
In its heat,
Its deep-bared soul—
That gives my love for my people’s love.
(Emma Mazloom 2020)

The people I love best
work hard for everything they earned in life,
even through hardships they still work hard
for everything they have ever wanted.
The people I love
are strong,
hard-working
people.
(Arianna Peck 2021)

June 2020
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a community poem
Written by members of the Spring 2020 Journalism Class.

Inspired by “To Be of Use” by Marge Piercy

The people I love best

The people I love best

put themselves before others.
Lacking the selfishness that so many
hold dear to their hearts.
Their soul flutters with kindness
like a butterfly in late spring,
who brings hope to everyone around them
m
after the cold, dark winter
breaks through to warmth and light.
(Ally Sanchez 2021)

are those who are free.
Free to simply be, and live.
Dancing in the rain, barefoot,
Knowing of the storm ahead,
The people I love best do
Not let it get to their head.
(Brin Procopio 2021)

The people I love best
Comfort and console me
Whenever I feel lost or alone.
They’re always there to hold me.
They always love to make me smile
By simply being kind.
My friends and family are the ones I love.
Souls like theirs are hard to find.
(Maggie Stephens 2020)

The people I love best
The people I love best are people who aren’t afraid to work.
The people I love best will do anything for their friends, family, and
d teammates.
The people I love best commit to what and who they love.
The people I love best aren’t afraid of the unknown, but thrive from it.
The people I love best take care of one another on and off the field, no matter what field it may be.
The people I love best are willing to push themselves at the task they are most fond of.
The people I love best will try to be the best, for the people they love.
The people I love best are the players and coaches of New Hartford Football.
(Jacob Winn 2020, #36 )

June 2020
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Korey Hans

Wolter de Haas

New Hartford has enjoyed getting to
know Wolter, the social, adventurous,
happy foreign exchange student from
the Netherlands. Wolter is proud of
getting to know himself better as he
learned how to face challenges this
year. Wolter will missing seeing all of
his American friends when he returns
to the Netherlands to attend college.
He says, “I am grateful for everyone
and everything in New Hartford; it
certainly has been the best experience
of my life.”

Courageous, generous, and confident,
Victoria has learned that we are all
more similar than we think. She says,
“I would like to thank all my friends
for always accepting me. I would also
like to thank Mrs. Hamilton for being
there for me when I needed to talk and
giving my friends and I a comfortable
place to eat during lunch.” Tori will
miss seeing her friends and favorite
teachers every day, but she is excited
about her plans to attend MVCC for
general studies and to transfer into the
nursing program.

“Make unforgettable memories
that will last a lifetime.”
--Josette Callanta

Korey Hans is grateful for everything
she has learned throughout her
time at New Hartford, especially the
importance of having a good balance
between your social life, athletics,
clubs, and academics. Korey is really
going to miss swimming with the
Clinton Cudas and taking New
Hartford art classes with Mr. Vaughn
and Ms. Sullivan. She is thankful for
her family, friends, and teachers. She
would like to say thank you to the
following people: “ to my parents
for always being there for me no
matter what, to my friends for always
knowing how to make me laugh and
to Mr. Vaughn for going above and
beyond to help, inspire, and encourage
young artists.” Next year, Korey is
planning on attending Rochester
Institute of Technology and will be
studying graphic design.
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Zackary Held

Zackary will be attending SUNY
Oswego in the fall. He will miss
celebrating with the team after football
games.

Hannah Helmer

Payton Hilts

Payton describes herself as generous,
positive, and indecisive. She is
most proud of her awards in Living
Environment, History, and Forensics
that she has received throughout
high school. Payton is going to miss
seeing her friends all the time after
graduation. After high school, Payton
will head straight into the workforce
as a cosmetologist. She is grateful for
the love and support from her friends
Rachel Shultz and Susan Checcia.
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Sara Hinman

Sara’s friend, Abbey Martin describes
Sara as “smart, friendly and
outgoing.” These qualities will serve
Sara well as she attends the University
at Albany’s Honors college to major
in biochemistry. After that she hopes
to earn her master’s degree in forensic
sciences and possibly a PhD. Sara
credits her teachers for pushing her
to work hard and pursue her goals,
especially Mr. Krol. She says, “I will
miss getting to see and be with my
friends every day. I will also miss
being able to see and talk with my
favorite teachers. “

Olivia Hobika

Next year, Hannah will attend Utica
College and plans to pursue a degree
in elementary and special education.
This quiet, funny, talented senior says
“I have learned to value those around
me and to always do my absolute best.”
Hannah will miss seeing her friends in
person and talking to everyone next
year, but she says, “I am grateful for the
friendships and memories I have made
at New Hartford.”

Olivia Hobika is so grateful for
everything high school has taught her,
especially the lesson that life is too
short to not do what you love and what
makes you happy. She will be attending
Nazareth College in the fall with a
major in social work.
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Jonathan Hogan

Gregory Reid Hubbell

Nicholas Spencer Hubbell

Next year you will find lighthearted,
appreciative, rad senior, Reid
Hubbell at RIT studying Mechanical
Engineering Technology. He will miss
the “memorable characters” he has met
at New Hartford. Reid says, “I’d like to
thank my parents for their continued
support throughout the many things
that I’ve taken part of throughout my
life. I’d like to thank all of those who
I first met when I first moved to New
Hartford last year. Your kindness and
open arms made a huge difference in
helping me feel more welcome in a
new environment and helped me to
embrace a community that I initially
wasn’t sure I wanted to be a part of.
Lastly I’d like to thank my brother
Spencer for always being my partner
in crime. You’ve been alongside me
throughout every chapter of my life
so far. I’m excited to spend the next
chapter of it with you in the fall.”

“I will miss seeing all the friendly and
familiar faces throughout the halls.
I’m going to miss hanging out with the
whole team whether it be on the ice,
field, or backstage,” says diligent, lighthearted, shockingly handsome senior
Spencer Hubbell. He will be attending
RIT next year to study engineering
technology exploration. Spencer
says, “ I would like to thank my whole
family, especially my parents for
supporting me this far in life. Also
thank you to brother Reid for being
my best friend my whole life.”

Madison Holmes

Madison Holmes would best describe
herself as kind, smart and generous,
but she is also clearly a lover of music.
Madison is most proud of becoming
the drum major for the school’s
marching band and helping to lead
the band to a 3rd place ranking for
the NYSFBC. Madison will miss
being a part of marching band and
seeing her friends every day, but
she is very excited to be pursuing a
degree in adolescent education with
a concentration in math from SUNY
Oneonta. She is grateful for all of the
love and support from her friends,
family, and teachers. She is especially
grateful for the support from her
marching band friends and wishes all
of next year’s band participants the
best of luck with their season!
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John Jablonski

her school day. Abby says, “When I
leave high school I am going to miss
the connections I’ve made and the
people I’ve met, regardless of how
long the relationships lasted.” She will
also miss talking to her teachers(past
and present) in the hallway between
classes, as well as Masque rehearsals
and off-campus lunches.
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Colin Jones

Sachin Johri

Abby James
Dante Jones

Next year Sachin will attend SUNY
Buffalo to study Biomedical Sciences.

Creative, quirky and unique are three
words that describe Abby. She plans
to attend MVCC to study elementary
education and pursue a career as an
elementary teacher. She is proud of
her academic achievements, especially
earning a 99 on the English 11 Regents
and maintaining an 90 or above
average during her senior year. Abby
enjoyed her internships through the
New Visions BOCES program and
said it was always the highlight of
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Dear New Hartford,
I am writing this letter to show you how New Hartford has shaped me into the
person I have become today. New Hartford High School is an ordinary high
school in a high end district with high end academic scholars. Walking by the
school on Oxford Road, you would just picture it as a normal school, but it’s so
much more than that. This school has very talented students and administrators
who work hard to make sure the best education is given.
It all started when the bus had picked me up for the first day of high school
in a new building for the start of my sophomore year. I was very nervous,
but also extremely excited to continue my journey at New Hartford. I always
say “new year, fresh start,” and now it was a new building, so there was a new
environment. Going to four different classes through my six hour day was
different than I had experienced in the years before. However, my sophomore
classmates and I were welcomed to the high school with open arms to start our
next journey, one of many, in life.
After focusing on academics and sports in 10th grade, we eagerly
anticipated the new junior festivities that would shortly be taking place.
Typically, junior year is the most difficult, but also the most rewarding, year in
high school. From the challenging classes, to having to take the SATs, all the
way to junior prom, as juniors we faced new experiences.
After two years of being the underdogs, we entered our senior year and finally had our chance to become the big
shots of the school. From walking into the building on that last first day, to playing our last sports games on senior night,
and even to anticipating the last senior ball all together with our grade, senior year came faster than I thought and now that
I can’t be in school, it truly has me emotional that I took some moments for granted.
Not being able to experience the normal senior festivities has my grade and I heartbroken, but we will always
cherish the memories we do have together forever. While this horrifying pandemic unexpectedly spread through the global
community, in New York schools had to shut down on March 15th. I remember that day so perfectly: I had just performed
in my school’s musical (MAMMA MIA) the night before and we had gotten home very late. The only reason that the others
in the musical, as well as myself, went to school the next day was to actually be able to perform that Friday night. Waking
up late and rushing out the door with sweats and my hair in a bun, I had no idea what would take place that day. Because it
was a half day (and Pi Day) my teachers had provided movies for us and pie from the math teachers’ rooms which helped
us easily get through the morning. Later that afternoon, after searching every store for antibacterial wipes, I had arrived
home to start getting ready for the musical. However, I received an email that stated our performance was going to be
canceled because of the Coronavirus. With this devastating information, senior year slowly crumbled like a broken cookie.
Months went by with everyone in quarantine and then, the second worst announcement had happened: school buildings
would be closed for the remainder of the year. This is when it felt like senior year was over. Although we hope our response
to the virus is more controlled, and the government is starting to allow openings of businesses and events in phases, the
2020 Seniors can never get that time back. Although we have missed out on sharing many exciting memories together, we
will always be able to bond over our quarantined experience.
Although my classmates and I have not had a normal year with the opportunities we expected to have, we’ve all had the
experience of growing up together and teaching each other how to do so many amazing things. New Hartford, thank you
for the experiences, thank you for the memories, thank you for the laughs and the tears. Most of all thank you for making
my high school years so amazing that I don’t want to leave…

--Gianna Giglio 2020
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Wilniadah Joseph

Wilniadah, also known as Marlie, is a
caring, intelligent, determined senior
who plans to attend Suny Poly for 4
years and then go to an accredited
program to become a Physician
Assistant. Marlie says, “Something I
learned in high school is how there
are different ways to solve a problem.
So if one solution doesn’t work, don’t
give up, just approach the problem a
different way.” Next year she will miss
being on the cheer and track teams
and the fun she had being around
her teammates and friends. She says,
“I’m grateful for all my family, friends,
and coaches because they all played a
significant role in my life by helping
me grow and become the person I am
today.”
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Aidan Joy

Rachel Jubis

Aidan is proud to have played high
school hockey with his brothers and
next year he is excited to be playing
Vermont Lumberjacks Hockey. This
“gorgeous, flawless, humble” senior
says, “I am thankful for my family and
everyone who has pushed me in the
right direction.”

Rachel plans to begin her college
education at Utica College. The kind,
determined, funny senior says she is
proud that she learned how to make
new friends while keeping old ones.
She will miss the fun memories she
made with her friends in high school.
Rachel says, “I want to thank everyone
at New Hartford for making my
learning experience the way it was.”
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Grace Keeler

Grace will be attending St. John’s
University as a Pre-Health Chemistry
major, in hopes to become a
pediatrician. She will miss seeing
all of her teachers and friends next
year. Grace says, “I’m grateful for my
teachers who have inspired me to work
at my fullest potential. I’d especially
like to to thank Mr. Christman, Mr.
Bradley, Mrs. Randall, Mrs. Ryczek,
Mrs. Zippin, and Ms. Silvestri. Also,
I’d like to give a HUGE shoutout to
Connor Griffin. “

Gage Kilborne

Motivated, hardworking, and kind
senior Gage Kilborne has learned
a lot throughout his time at New
Hartford High School, one of the most
important things being his discovery
of career interests. He has also enjoyed
trying different activities he never
thought he would have tried when he
first entered the high school doors.
Next year, Gage will be attending
Quinnipiac University to study Sports
Journalism. He is going to miss his
friends and teachers so much and is
thankful for all of their support over
the years. Gage would especially like to
thank Mr. Krol for helping him learn
sports broadcasting.
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Seton King

Competitive, creative, and smart
senior Seton King is proud of
everything he has accomplished
throughout his high school career,
but he is most proud of his consistent
effort academically while also
succeeding in his three school sports:
soccer, diving, and baseball. Seton
is mostly going to miss going out to
lunch or going to sports practice with
some of his closest friends and having
a good time. Next year, he plans on
studying Architectural Engineering at
WPI(Worcester Polytechnic Institute)
and trying out for their D3 soccer
team.

Michael Kohl
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Kristen Koziol
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Logan Kraft
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the Utica Comets. Maggie would like
to thank her parents and her brother
along with the friends she has made
throughout her high school years
for all of their love and support. She
advises underclassmen to never take
your days in high school for granted
because it can be gone way sooner
than you ever expected.

Alexzander “Preston”
Labella-Preston

Maggie Kurdziolek
Kristen will be attending UAlbany
in the fall and will major in business
administration. Known to be
motivated, compassionate, and
thoughtful, Kristen is proud of learning
to balance challenging classes and
extracurriculars. She says, “Being a
part of so many activities has taught
me a lot about time management
and the importance of always putting
forth the most effort possible.” She
is grateful for the opportunity to
participate in Masque throughout
middle school and high school, as
well as being a Varsity Cheerleader,
where she won most improved player
this past football season. The COVID
19 school closure has reminded her
how much she values the friendships
and people she has enjoyed getting to
know in high school. She says, “I’m
so grateful for such a memorable high
school experience and I would like
to thank my friends and teachers for
making every minute enjoyable and
my family for their unending love and
support.”

Energetic, kind, artistic senior Maggie
Kurdziolek is so thankful for New
Hartford High School’s art program
for getting her into art and teaching
her to be more creative. She is very
proud of everything she has created
in her art classes over the years and
hopes to continue more in the future.
Maggie is going to miss making new
friends and memories in all of her high
school classes. Next year, she will be
majoring in business at MVCC and
hopefully getting an internship with

Preston will be attending the
University of East Texas at Kilgore. His
friends know well his creativity and
stubbornness, and he is proud to have
always been there for his friends when
they need him. He feels ready to enter
the next chapter of his life and close
the current one, but first he says, “I’d
like to thank Mrs. Zupan for helping
me out, I’d like to thank Mr. Parker for
being a chill teacher and Mrs. Gordon
who is the most amazing teacher ever.”
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Courtenay Lampert

Courtenay Lampert will be attending
Lafayette College as a biology major—
with a possible art double major—on
the pre-med track with the goal of
becoming a cardiothoracic surgeon.
She is especially proud to have
developed a strong sense of security
in her own individuality and personal
growth throughout high school; she
has learned to portray her creative,
ambitious, insightful self according to
her own principles over any others’.
She has been encouraged to strive
to this fullest extent of personal
potential by her supportive network of
friends, family, coaches, and teachers.
Courtenay’s time in high school,
however cut short, has given her a bevy
of valuable, constructive experiences;
from standing on the unstable seats
in the bleachers at football games to
the off-topic yet strangely compelling
conversations between teachers and
students in class to therapeutically
cleaning the art room sinks, Courtenay
recognizes as invaluable her time in
high school—though its loss has been
difficult to accept, she has learned to
cherish her time and look forward to
her new experiences.

Alyse Lisi

After high school, Alyce plans to go to
college at the West Chester University
of Pennsylvania where she will major
in Music Education. She says, “I will
miss seeing my friends every day.
Whenever one of us came down the
hallway, whether it was first thing
in the morning, between blocks, or
during lunch, we (or I… mainly I)
would always yell down the hall to
say hi to them. My friends and I have
always done stupid things together,
but they’re more memorable because
of high school. I will also miss my
daily hugs from Michael Garcia.” As
a funny, loud, competitive person, it’s
appropriate that Alyce leaves us with
this advice: “Have fun and go crazy
because high school will most likely be
the best years of your life.”

Porter Lopata

Jaylen Lowenberg
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Frank Lucenti

McKenna Lynch

McKenna will be attending
Binghamton University as a biology
major on the pre-vet track. In the
past four years, she has learned to
balance academics, sports, and work,
while also making time for friends
and family; she has especially enjoyed
cheering under the Friday night lights
at football games. She is grateful for
the continued support of her parents;
through their support inside and
outside of the classroom, they have
encouraged her and shaped her into
the loyal, honest, and hardworking
person she is today.
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Jessie Magno

Jessie Magno will be studying wildlife
management at SUNY Cobleskill.
In the past four years, she has
learned to be independent, bold, and
hardworking, and is grateful for her
experiences with her friends, teachers,
and parents who have encouraged her
independence and made life altogether
more enjoyable. Though she is shy, her
friends know she is always laughing;
she misses seeing them every day
as well as being in her teachers’ fun
and interesting classes which she will
always remember.
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Tyler Maine

As a strong, thoughtful and
unbreakable person, Tyler is proud
to “have become self-reliant and
independent.” He is ready to start his
electrical career. “Thanks for your
love, honesty, and support,”
Tyler says to all of the friends he has
made over the years. He considers
them family and will miss them next
year. Tyler says, “When we feel like
all hope is lost, we have our greatest
opportunity for change.Throughout my
life I know that I have worked harder
than most and that I was viewed
differently by most, but that made
become stronger. All that I truly
me b
hope is that my story can help inspire
generation of good-hearted people,
a gen
and if
i I were to say something short
and ssweet it would be to remember
when we reach the darkest hour we are
open for our greatest change.”
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Joseph Mammone

Zachary Manore

Alexander Mandia

Abbey Martin
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Kennedy Massoud

Kennedy will be attending West
Virginia University and majoring in
design studies. One of her proudest
accomplishments is being a part of the
gymnastics team that went undefeated
for 5 years and won states twice. She
will miss her friends and the fun times
she had at New Hartford.

Veronica Matthews

Alex will be attending Lehigh in the
fall and majoring in biochemistry.
He is proud of building a garden for
the student body with the help of the
student council. Alex will miss the
great conversations with friends and
teachers he had during high school.

Abbey says what many students feel:
“ Since school is closed, I miss being
able to see my friends and my favorite
teachers every day.” Someday Abbey
will be back in a high school classroom
teaching history, but first she will
attend Siena college where she will
major in adolescent education. She
says, “ I’m grateful for the support I
have gotten from all the teachers I’ve
had during my time at the high school.
I also am thankful for the friends
that I have made over my past three
years at the high school. They always
encourage me to be the best version of
myself.”
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Emma Mazloom

Emma will be studying political
science at Vassar College with the
goal of attending law school; she also
hopes to continue her education in
dance with a concentration in dance.
She is especially proud of her ability
to perform at a high level throughout
high school as both a student and a
dancer; she has gleaned hard work and
perseverance from both endeavors.
Emma is grateful to have had a group
of friends who are all accepting of one
another’s personalities, interests, and
idiosyncrasies. She would not have
been able to develop and understand
her own genuine, vivid individuality
without their constant presence and
support.
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Abaigael McCarthy

Loyal, hardworking and ambitious,
Abby McCarthy is excited to study at
Sarah Lawerence College in the fall.
She is proud of whom she’s become
throughout high school. Having
overcome many personal hurdles, she
is grateful to have learned compassion,
courage, perseverance, and the value of
hard work along the way. Abby says
she already misses the connections
she had with teachers and friends and
wishes she could thank them properly
in person. She says, “Thank you to
all of the faculty and staff at New
Hartford. You have shaped me into
the person I am today and have given
me the means to go into the world
confidently. I am forever grateful. “
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Brennan McKenna

Madisyn Meyers

“Don’t take anything for granted because you never know when
something can get taken away from you. Just like I’m sure many
seniors this year can agree, you don’t realize how much good you have
in your life until you are no longer able to do something or see someone.
Enjoy every moment as if it were your last.”
--Maria Brooks
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Nikita Mikhalevich
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Lena Miller

L
Lena
will be attending Smith College
iin Northampton, Massachusetts as
a history major. She says, “ So many
of the teachers I’ve had throughout
o
my time at New Hartford have been
m
outstanding, and I am constantly
o
rreminded of all the ways they have
aand will continue to shape the person
tthat I am. I want to thank them for
ttheir support, their patience, and their
eencouragement. I also would like
tto specifically thank Mrs. Hamilton
aand Mr. Anderson for bolstering
my interest in human rights law and
m
tthe ongoing fight for equality in the
United States-- topics which will be
U
my concentration as a history major.”
m
Lena also appreciates the endless
support and guidance from Nancy
Long and Lynn Bollana, her dance
teachers, alongside everyone at Utica
Dance. She says her time at Utica
Dance has given her some of her best
memories and the opportunity for
personal growth beyond what she ever
believed herself to be capable of. Lena
is inspired by the following words:
“To give up on constructing worlds
with our hands is to resign oneself to a
ghostly existence.”- Comité Invisible
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Karina Mirza

Next year, Karina plans to go to
college at University at Albany to
pursue her dreams of going to medical
school and eventually becoming a
surgeon. This kind, funny, determined
senior is proud that she’s learned to
work hard to achieve her goals. She
says, “I’m grateful to have the high
school experience that I did, and to
have learned so many things. I’m also
grateful for the support from teachers
and staff.”
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Zoe Moorhead

Zoe will be attending Canisius in
Buffalo, majoring in the ABEC
program (Animal Behavior, Ecology,
and Conservation). She is known
to be quiet, kind, and humorous.
Zoe says she is proud of becoming
more outgoing than before and
true to herself. She is thankful for
the teachers she had.“They were all
wonderful and really involved in the
lives of their students. I wouldn’t have
pushed myself hard enough to get
this far without their encouragement,”
Zoe says. She adds, “Thanks New
Hartford, for the ups and downs that
made my high school experience one
I’ll remember and smile when I look
back.”
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Shawna Mulvihill

Shawna will attend the SUNY college
of Environmental Science and Forestry
next year. She says she learned that
“high school is a much cooler place
if you try to get along with everyone
and be yourself.” Shawna wishes the
Ecology Club’s tradition of white water
rafting and jumping into the freezing
water would have continued. She says
she is “grateful for my friends, family,
and dog for going on adventures with
me. “
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Basia Mwantuali

Fathima “Nora” Naslie
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Nikolette Nesci

Michael Nicotera

Michael describes himself as a
“sarcastic, easy-going realist” who
cherishes of all of the memories and
friends he has made. “I’m just proud
that I was a part of this school,” he says.
Michael will study at SUNY Cobleskill
for the next two years. He will miss all
of his friends and favorite teachers-especially the teachers of 262. Michael
says, “School might have been some
of the hardest years of my life but I am
grateful for all the people I’ve met. And
the teachers I am leaving behind I only
wish the best for them with the next
year of students. And I hope all my
peers find their way in life.”
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Jacob Nordstrom

Jacob Nordstrom will be attending
Farmingdale State College and hopes
to become a pilot. He has especially
enjoyed interacting and socializing
with all the students and teachers—
who know him well for his calm, cool,
and collected nature—throughout high
school; he will miss these interactions
after high school as well as the trips he
hoped to take at the end of this year.
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Giovanni Noti
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Jacquelyn O’Brien

Jacquelyn will be attending SUNY
Albany with plans to major in
atmospheric science/meteorology. She
says, “I am grateful for my friends who
have guided me through high school
and have given me memories to last a
lifetime. “
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Colin Oczkowski
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Paul Oruya

Paul will be attending Penn State
University, Park campus, for the next
four years studying Political Science.
Unique, strong, and funny, Paul was
proud to serve as New Hartford’s 2020
student council president. He is also
proud of being true to himself and
the beliefs of his native culture. Paul
says he will greatly miss his teachers,
especially Mr. Walters and Mrs.
Hamilton for being educated on his
native country . He says, “I feel like
every teacher had their own interesting
story about how they ended up where
they are today and I think they are
great life lessons.”

“I wish nothing but good health and
prosperity to my fellow peers and teachers in
their future endeavors; it’s been real.”
--Paul Oruya
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Ian Paap-Gray

Anna Papandrea

Anna will be attending the Fashion
Institute of Technology and studying
fashion business with the goal of
moving up and onward in the fashion
industry. Her time in high school
has taught her to cherish every
meaningful moment and person in her
life before it is gone. For instance, she
already greatly misses all her friends
and teachers at school who have
encouraged her to be her fun, friendly,
and hardworking self. She is thankful
for the constant support of her family
and friends, who have always pushed
her and believed in her.
h

Maria Parise
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Shaina Pritchard

Olivia Parker will be studying nursing
at SUNY Polytechnic Institute; she’s
proud to be continuing this track
after enrolling in the New Visions:
Health Professions program in high
school. She is especially grateful to
Mr. Baldo for his help in guiding her
in the college process. She says, “I
wouldn’t be where I am without him.”
Throughout high school Olivia has
displayed motivation, persistence, and
flexibility—and has especially enjoyed
getting out of school by 2:20!

Shaina will be attending SUNY
Polytechnic Institute with the goal of
becoming a nurse practitioner. Though
she is grateful to have participated
in experiences like violin concerts
and the National Honor Society in
high school, Shaina is excited to close
this chapter of her life and take steps
toward her future. Throughout high
school and beyond, she is thoroughly
grateful to have had the support of
her mother, whose kindness and
encouragement has helped her to
develop important life skills and
traits like compassion, empathy, and
dedication.
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Charmy Rani
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Joseph Puccio

Anthony Rabbia

Daniel Rivera

Outgoing, confident, and grounded,
Anthony will be attending Norwich
University on an Army ROTC
scholarship as an International
Business major. He is proud of having
had the opportunity to be class
president all four years of high school.
He says, “There are many things I’ll
miss, but more than anything else I’ll
miss getting to see my friends and
favorite teachers every day.” Anthony
is grateful for the endless love and
support from his family, friends and
teachers. “I want to especially thank
my parents for always pushing me to
work harder and to be a better person
overall,” he says.

Daniel will be attending Utica
College in the Fall of 2020 to study
Computer Science. He is a determined,
hardworking, creative student who
has learned that if you work hard
and you’re organized, it pays off. He
is proud of himself for passing all his
Regents exams and classes with good
grades. He will miss hanging out with
his friends during lunch. Daniel says,
“I’m grateful that I was able to conquer
the hard challenges that I faced. I
would like to thank my family, and
teachers for supporting and helping
me every day.”
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Ben Roopra

Bianca Saggese
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Jamie Sales

“I’m just proud that I was a part of this school.”
--Michael Nicotera
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Samantha Saville
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Kayla Schara

Eddie Schmidt

Kayla will be attending Pratt Institute,
in pursuit of an architecture license.
She is a determined, open, supportive
senior who has learned to focus on
herself and not worry so much about
what others think. She will miss seeing
familiar faces all the time, and being
surrounded by people she has grown
up with. She says, “I am grateful for
all of the support the teachers at New
al
Hartford have given me throughout
H
my senior year. I would like to thank
m
Mr. Walters for always allowing me to
M
spend time in his room and to listen
sp
to my problems. I would also like to
thank Mr. Vaughn for encouraging me
th
to continue with art, and helping me
become who I am. And lastly, I would
b
like to thank Mr Anderson for not only
lik
being a great teacher, but an amazing
b
coach throughout
myy four years
on the
co
g
y
Indoor Track team.”
In

Eddie is an outgoing, supportive,witty
student who reflects positively on his
experiences in high school He says, “I
learned how to expand my horizons,
and take new chances, talk to new
people, and try new things.” He will
cherish his memories of all the great
times with his friends, especially going
out to lunch, the Raquette Lake ecology
trip, and junior prom. He is also proud
of the hard work and dedication it took
for his team to become the Section 3
Varsity Track champions. Eddie plans
to study criminal justice and business at
a community college, then transfer to a
private school. Eddie is grateful for his
experiences at New Hartford and says,
“I’m thankful for all my teachers, and
their efforts to make sure every student
lives up to their full capability.”
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Rachel Schultz

Rachel is grateful to have had so many
people around her who were constant
supporters, both teachers and friends.
This funny, caring, hardworking
senior will study childhood education
at SUNY Oneonta next year. She is
especially proud of her growth in
math. She says, “I started out having
a hard time and worrying about
understanding the subject matter, but
after working hard and continuously,
I left with a grade I was proud of. I
never would have imagined making
it to the point I did in understanding
math. It was a major achievement and
felt very good after years of hard work
towards this.” Rachel will miss seeing
her friends who are always by her side
and her teachers who have taught her
life lessons she will carry with her
forever. She advises younger students
to make the most of their high school
experience: “Every part of high school
is something you should value. The
highs and the lows. Once it’s gone,
you’ll miss it so much. Don’t take it for
granted;these days are numbered with
your friends and kids you have grown
up with. Take each day into account
because you’ll miss it more than
anything when you can’t come back to
school.”
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Luke Shahoud

Luke committed to Wells College for
lacrosse where he will also be majoring
in health science with a minor in
neuropsychology. He describes himself
as “loud, talkative and relaxed” and
says he’s proud of his accomplishments
during high school. He is also grateful
for for all of the people he has met
along the way. He says, “I’m thankful
to my best friend Peter Boufford.
We’ve been friends for quite a few
years and he always keeps me in
check and honestly everyone could
use a friend like Peter. And I’m most
grateful for my parents and all of their
encouragement, and pushing they have
given me. My success wouldn’t have
been without them.” Luke knows that
some of the friendships he has made
will last a lifetime, but recognizes that
some will fade. He offer the following
advice to underclassmen: “Enjoy every
second of it because once the ball starts
rolling it doesn’t stop.”
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Jeffrey Shin

Jeff will be attending University
at Albany this fall as a business
administration major, hopefully
earning a bachelor’s degree in
management/marketing. During
high school, he has enjoyed learning
photography, theater, tennis, and a
little bit of public speaking. Jeff is
proud of himself for breaking out of
his shell and putting himself out there.
Jeff says, “I will miss the laughs and
jokes we’ve made in class and with my
friends, Masque, Raquette Lake, the
sports teams I was involved in, and
occasionally getting roasted by Mr.
Romanow and Mr. Anderson.”
According to Jeff, high school is what
you make of it, so make it your best.
He has learned that even when friends
and circumstances change, life goes on.
He adds, “I would like to thank God,
my parents, teachers, and friends who
helped me become the person I am
today.”
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“

I can’t believe the ride is over,
but thank you to everyone
I experienced this journey with.”
--Anthony Rabbia

Nathan Shipley

Kloe Shkane

Fallon Siniscarco

Kloe will be attending Hamilton
College next year. She is especially
grateful for the relationships she has
established during high school—from
the educational and moral support of
Mr. Anderson and Mrs. Roth, to the
strong friendships with classmates with
whom she has laughed, struggled, and
worked together in class and orchestra
rehearsals throughout the years. She
will miss these casual conversations
and communications next year.
Kloe is ambitious, thoughtful, and
humble, and is proud to have been
the principal violinist of the orchestra
since freshman year, to have had a
starting infield position on the varsity
softball team since sophomore year,
and to have successfully developed
time management skills with which to
balance academics with extracurricular
activities.

Fallon will be attending Utica College
as a member of the occupational
therapy program; she also hopes to
travel after college. She is proud to
have had experiences being a leader
in high school, both as captain of the
varsity soccer team and as president
of Psychology Club, which donated
toys and goodies to children for
their birthdays with the nonprofit
organization Happy Birthday Cha
Cha Cha. She will miss seeing her
favorite teachers every day, hanging
out with her friends, attending football
games, and traveling on the bus to
soccer games and track meets with her
teammates. Fallon is known for being
happy, kind, and hardworking and is
grateful for all of her friends, coaches
and teachers who have made her smile
and encouraged her to do her best.
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Ryan Smith

Devin Snyder

Next year, Devin plans on majoring in
biology at Union. He will miss getting
to see some of his closest friends every
day and will also miss playing every
day after school. Devin is grateful for
the support from his parents in school
and in sports.

Tyler Somerville

Tyler will be attending Siena College
and pursuing a career in filmmaking.
He has learned throughout high school
to manage his time and get work
and other things done efficiently; his
creativity, boldness, and uniqueness
have motivated him to manage his
academic standings as well as pursuits
outside of school. He is grateful for
his family, friends, and teachers for all
they have done to teach him and help
him to find himself throughout the
years. Tyler will miss his friends and
the beautiful town of New Hartford;
he is proud of his class and wishes
everyone good luck on their future
endeavors!
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Maggie Stephens

Maggie is planning to pursue a career
in the performing arts and hopefully
teach later on in life. She values
the memories she made through
her participation in Masque and
the people she has met. She says,
“I’m extremely grateful for all of the
love, support and encouragement
my friends, family and teachers
have given me over the years. My
parents especially have been such
an incredible support system and
knowing they are by my side no matter
what is such a comfort. I’d also like to
thank Mr. Romanow, Ms. Krumbach
and Ms. Grimmer for everything they
have done to help me grow not only as
a performer but as a person.” Maggie
will miss singing in choir, performing
in Masque, seeing her friends and
talking with the teachers that she’s
made such close connections with.
She shares these words of advice for
younger students: “Never take any
moment of life for granted. Whether
it be in high school or some other area
of your life, time flies and you never
really know when your last moment
will be. So just be sure to live every
minute to the fullest!”
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Luke Sudakow
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Jack Talarico

One thing I learned in highschool is to always give people
a chance regardless of any preconceived notions you may have
because there are so many great people in the world.
--Bianca Durso 2020
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Nolan Toukatly
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Robert Tehan

Sophia Timmerman

Gabriella Trevisani

Robert Tehan will be studying business
at Le Moyne College with a major in
business analytics—a track on which
he decided after learning he wanted
to specialize in statistics after college.
Throughout high school, Robert made
many great memories with his friends.
He is funny, athletic, and positive, and
has enjoyed seeing his friends and
playing sports on a regular basis; he
is especially proud to have reached a
longtime goal of bowling a perfect 300.
As he leaves high school, he is grateful
for the support of his teachers in the
classroom and his coaches on the
field and lanes, as well his friends and
family who have encouraged him to be
the best that he can be.

Sophia will be attending Cornell
University, majoring in Biological
Sciences and minoring in Economics
& Spanish on a pre-med track. She is
proud of starting a business with her
family while in high school. Sophia
says, “I am grateful for my mother,
who I cannot thank enough for being
the most influential person in my life,
as well as my two sisters, for being
amazing role models for me. I would
also like to thank the few people who
stuck by me, no matter what.”
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Mia Trevisani
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Caitlyn Urbanke

Creative, silly, and sweet, Caitlyn will
be attending MVCC in the fall and
majoring in Fine Arts to become an
expressive art therapist. She will miss
seeing her friends every day and the
AP Art class.
Mia has exciting plans next year. She
will be attending Boston University’s
Boston-London program where she
will start school in Boston and then
travel abroad to London over the
summer. Mia is grateful for all of the
teachers and the memories she has
made with her friends over the years.
She will miss seeing her friends and
teachers every day and being a part
of Masque every year. She advises the
underclassmen: “enjoy every minute of
high school; it goes by faster than you
think.”

Page 50

Zoe Van Savage
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Adam Varga

Gaetano Viti
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Lonnie Wadsworth

Danny Walker

Lonnie will be attending Mohawk
Valley Community College and
playing basketball with the Hawks.
She would like to thank her teachers,
coaches, friends, and especially her
family for helping and supporting her
throughout her journey. Throughout
high school she has developed athletic,
hardworking, and kind qualities and
formed lasting relationships with her
friends and teammates, who have
become like sisters to her. She has
learned not to take the experiences of
high school for granted; time flies, so
enjoy it while you can.

An energetic, fun, outgoing senior,
Danny will miss seeing his friends
every day. He is grateful for everything
he learned at New Hartford. Next year
he will attend MVCC.

Eli Ward

Daniel Walker, Jr.
Eli will be attending the University
of California at Santa Barbara as a
dance major. Among the many lessons
his time at New Hartford has taught
him, taking the opportunity to talk to
and meet as many people as possible
has especially resonated with him; he
would not be who he is today without
everyone he interacted with at New
Hartford. He is outgoing, personable,
and honest, and will miss the positivity
that radiates daily through the halls of
New Hartford Senior High School.
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Emily Warenda

Emily will be majoring in robotics
and minoring in physics at SUNY
Plattsburgh. Though she has faced
tough obstacles throughout high
school, she is proud to have succeeded
despite these obstacles with the
constant support of her friends, her
teachers, and Ms. Zupan; she will
especially miss hanging out in Mr.
Surace’s room with her friends during
lunch. She has learned that there is
always a light at the end of the tunnel
during difficult times, and to reach out
to those who support you to get you
through anything.
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Mariella Weaver

Mariella will miss seeing all of her
friends almost every day. She wants to
thank Mrs.Hamilton for always being
there for her students (or anyone)
academically or beyond that and for
opening up her mind and sparking
her interest in history.
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Tristan Wentworth
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Kyler Wheat

In the fall Kyler will attend Siena
college as a biology major to pursue
a career in the medical field. He has
gained some wisdom during high
school and shares that he learned
“procrastination is a killer and will
eat you alive if you let it do so.” This
kind, outgoing, determined senior
says, “what I will miss most from high
school are the relationships I have
formed with certain people.” He is
grateful for hisfamily and close friends
who impact his life every single day in
a positive way.

Jonathan Wheeler

Brianna Wheelock

Brianna will attend the University
at Buffalo to major in Exercise
Science and plans to pursue a career
as a P.T. This outgoing, energetic,
compassionate senior has learned
that good things come when you
work hard. She says she learned this
lesson by taking AP Psychology. She
was proud of how much she grew
and learned throughout the course.
Brianna says, “I am so grateful to have
the ability to go to a nice school and
have access to a great educational
program. I am also grateful for the
teachers at New Hartford for really
dedicating their time to help my
fellow classmates and me when we
were struggling and making learning
fun and exciting. I really have to do a
shout out to Mrs. Roth for being there
for me through Calc. I struggled so
much, but she really pulled through
always putting a smile on my face
and always wanting me to succeed.”
Brianna would like to share the
following message: “Thank you NH
for all the great opportunities and
thank you teachers and classmates
for making my high school years so
memorable. Our senior year was not
ideal but hopefully someday we can
all come back together and celebrate
one of the greatest moments of our life,
graduating high school. Stay strong
class of 2020!”
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Mackenzie Wiater

Mackenzie Wiater has learned a lot of
valuable life lessons throughout high
school but most importantly, she has
learned the value of friendship, and to
spend as much time as you can making
memories with your friends. She is
mostly going to miss seeing her friends
and classmates every day, dressing up
for each theme for sporting events
and going to school dances. After high
school, Mackenzie plans on attending
SUNY Cortland in the fall of 2020 as a
speech pathology major.
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Connell Williams

A dependable, genuine, and respectful
student, Connell is proud of all his
high school accomplishments but he
is most proud to have been a captain
of the Boy’s Varsity Swimming and
Diving Team. He is also very happy
to have had the opportunity to start
playing bass as a member of the band
All That Shines. Connell is going
to miss all of his friends, teachers,
and teammates after graduation but
is looking forward to heading to
SUNY Oneonta in the fall to major
in Adolescence Education for Social
Studies. He would personally like to
thank his friends for always being
supportive of him no-matter what, as
well as all of his teachers and coaches
for encouraging him to work harder.
Connell would like to thank everyone
at New Hartford for everything they
have done for him these past 13 years
and for making him the man he is
today. He is forever grateful.
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Sam Williams

Next year Sam will be attending
SUNY Brockport majoring in exercise
science. Sam is proud of taking
classes that are more challenging and
especially thanks the science teachers
he has had over the years. This tall,
funny and loud senior will miss his
friends and classmates next year.
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Mackenzie Winfield

Passionate, driven, and positive,
Mackenzie will attend SUNY Oneonta
and where she will be majoring
in mathematics and considering
adolescent education. Mackenzie
says, “I was so lucky to have so many
opportunities at New Hartford to not
only grow academically but musically.
Being able to be a part of New
Hartford Masque truly changed my
life. It was one of the best experiences
I could have ever asked for.” She will
miss miss the relationships she had
with both her classmates and teachers.
“Their encouragement helped me to
become the strong student I am today,”
she says.

June 2020
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Jacob Winn

Jake will be attending MVCC for two
years for business administration then
he plans to attend a four year college to
prepare for a career asa pharmaceutical
salesman. Jake will miss lunch, friends
and football. He is proud of our 7-2
record for football this year, especially
because the last time the New Hartford
Spartans football team went positive
was 2009. He says, “I’m grateful for
my friends, my family, my football
family, especially my coaches, and my
teachers. Thank you everyone that I
had previously listed for both their
friendship and encouragement.” He
adds, “Goodluck to the 2020 football
team.”

Marie Winn

An extremely motivated student
throughout her high school career,
Marie Winn is proud to have beat the
volleyball school record for assists
in a season and in a career, getting
1,000 assists. After graduation,
Marie is going to miss seeing her
best friends every day but is looking
forward to serving her country in the
US Army. Marie is grateful for all of
the friendships she will forever have
from school and sports. She advises
underclassmen to not take anything
for granted as they move through high
school.
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Gabriella Yacobucci

Dependable, generous, and fun, Gabby
will use her talents to pursue a degree
in engineering. She is also planning to
travel in the future. She says, “I have
learned to just always be myself and
never hide it. I learned over the years
that quality is better than quantity
when it comes to friends.” Gabby will
miss being with friends during lunch,
in class, and even just seeing them in
the halls. She will also miss Masque,
and the amazing people she met. She
says, “I would like to thank all my
teachers and parents for pushing me
to always work my hardest. I also
would like to thank my friends for
always being there for me through
everything.”
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“I’m done with this chapter and
ready to start start a new one;
we’re all just stories in the end.”
--Alex Preston
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Spartan Reflections
“I have learned that people are far too concerned
about themselves to care too much about little things
about you. This can be taken both positively and
negatively. I chose to take it positively. I used to be so
incredibly self-conscious about how I dressed, how I
talked, what classes I did or didn’t take, what grades
I got, etc. It took me a while to realize that people
genuinely don’t care nearly as much as you think, which
is something that I wish I had learned earlier. I dress how
I want to now. I take the classes that I genuinely want to
take. I speak my mind and have friends from all “groups.”
I think that my growth into becoming exactly who I want
to be is not fully complete. I’m only 17 and have far more
growth ahead, but accepting yourself and portraying yourself how you want, not how you
think others would like to see you is incredibly empowering.”
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“I miss the brisk walk to class

with my friends complaining that I’m walking too fast, giggling as
my friends see the boy they like in the hall in passing, the glances in class and mouthing “check your phone,”the
rush back from lunch as I yell at my friends that we took too long at Wendy’s and that I have class in the
science wing, the off-topic discussions that we so often tend to get into in class that lead to some interesting
conversations, the walk into school in the morning with my fingers frozen from clutching onto my portfolio case
as Mr. Pope or Mr. McFarland tells me good morning, getting jealous of my friends who have ADP, the awkward
smiles in the hall from people I know but not well enough to say hello to, the bathroom trips when I want to get
out of class just for a moment and staring in the mirror as I do my hair, popping my head in classes and saying
hi to teachers while the kids in the class stare, cleaning the art room sinks for the millionth time because it calms
me as I complain that this year’s ceramics kids don’t know how to clean the tools, getting ready for an away
field hockey game on the bus in the pouring rain as my shin guards stick to my skin, the unstable seats in the
bleachers threatening to pop off in the middle of a football game. I miss the tiny insignificant things that no one
ever misses until they aren’t there and even though not all are good, you still miss them somehow. The fact that
all of that is gone. I sit in my bedroom overthinking and regretting not doing more.”

“This has been an incredibly strange end to the senior year. I have felt a full range

I

of emotions- anger, hurt, grief, etc. It
is important to put it into perspective
and not let it consume us. This is an
unprecedented and new time for everyone.
I am trying to not be selfish in my thoughts
because it could be much worse, as hard as
that is to accept. I miss everything about
life before this virus, but it is important to
understand why we are where we are and
look forward to what comes next and how
are we going to ensure that happens.”

--Courtenay Lampert 2020

June 2020

Spartan Expressions

Page 60

Forever Spartans
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