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Fall Sports Sectionals
Gabriella Yacobucci
New Hartford fall sports have sadly come to an end for the
year of 2019-2020. All of the following have had a great, funfilled year, and possibly proceeded to sectionals, then to semi
finals, and perhaps onto even higher levels.
Football: The football team had a fantastic outcome this
year, with 7-2, including post season. They were undefeated for
most of the season until homecoming, but still played their best.
The first sectionals game was against South
Jefferson, and New Hartford won 35-12.
However, the team lost in the semifinals to
Solvay 42-39.
“There wasn’t really any great hardship
because we all believed in each other, we
worked hard, and I feel that together as a
team, we felt we could do anything and
there was nothing that really stood in the
way of our goals. Once we wanted
something, we did all we could to get it,”
according to teammate Matt Bailey.
“My favorite part of the season was
getting to host the first sectional playoff
game in 10 years and being able to host one
felt like we had made a difference. We were
finally the group to lead the change in the
Fanelli carries
uticaod.com

program, but also giving the community something to be able to
be excited about,” added Bailey.
Gymnastics: The gymnastics team is one to remember.
Overall, the team was undefeated, and has been for the past 4
years. Every girl had qualified for sectionals for at least 1 of the 4
events, however, most had qualified for all 4.
“A hardship this season was dealing with fear. Gymnastics is a
very demanding sport, both mentally and physically, so you have
to be constantly focused and aware of what you are doing. Some
of us on the team, including myself, are high level gymnasts and
are required to certain tricks that can be scary. It’s always tough to
get through the fears of falling or getting hurt,
but you just have to force them out of your
mind in order to be successful,” mentioned
Kennedy Massoud, Senior gymnast.
“My favorite part of this years season was that
we merged teams with Sauquoit Valley school
so we had a bigger team. In the past, we’ve
always had a pretty small team because
gymnastics isn’t a very popular sport. It was
great having more teammates and making new
friends this year,” added Massoud.
For the year, New Harford scored 181.3 and
the runner up was Whiteboro with 175.95.
The girls have completed this year with
another talented season, and hopefully they
keep up with their defeats for many years to
come.
the ball. Photo from
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SPORTS
Soccer (girls): The girls soccer team has played an
incredible year. Their overall record is 14-4 wins to losses, and
league statistics were 7-1 wins to ties, making them the only team
in the tvl league undefeated this season. The girls’ hard work paid
off because they had the opportunity to play in the first round of
sectionals against ESM.
New Hartford had won 2-0, and “it was very satisfying as we
lost to them last year first round in pk’s,” says classmate Sara
Hinman.
The team then moved onto semi-finals, in which they went up
against their rivals, Jamesville Dewitt, and lost 1-0.
“We honestly played a great game against them we just could
not seem to put it away and they happened to score in a lucky
break away, but other than that we dominated the whole game
play,” commented Hinman.
The girls varsity soccer team has put a lot of effort into their
games and practices, making their wins worthwhile for this year,
and hopefully go out even farther in sectional playoffs next year.
Soccer (boys): The boys soccer team also has performed a
great season, along with the girls. Their overall record is 9-6-2, and
the league count was 6-2-2. They received the opportunity to
move onto Sectionals, and won 5-0 against CBA. The team then
proceeded to the quarterfinals to play Fowler, which was the
number one seed at the time. The boys performed their hardest for
this game.
“We played really hard and were up 2-0 in the second half,
but they rallied and sent us into overtime, then won off a penalty
kick,” stated Moaz Elazzazi.
The boys played a phenomenal season, and loved spending
time with each other. They carried out an amazing season for
themselves.
Field Hockey: Despite the field hockey team’s hard work
throughout the season, they have not had the best year. In general,
their wins and losses were 5-11. The girls had advanced to
sectionals, and lost 6-1.
“We lost mainly because we didn’t use communication, and
felt defeated after the first couple of goals, rather than using that to
come back strong,” spoke classmate Kayla Schara.
The girls have bonded so well with each other, and just have
to have more determination and work harder to prepare for next
year’s season.

Grace Lafountain holds the Championship
banner. Photo from newhartfordschools.org
Tennis (girls): The girls’ tennis team has also performed an
impressive season. Their year consisted of being undefeated, with
11-0 wins to losses, and they beat Oneida for the first time in 5
years in the league and division championship.
The team moved onto sectionals, and lost to Oneida with a
final score of 2-5. Before playing Oneida, they won against
Whitesboro and Chittenango 7-0.
“We knew from the beginning that we had to play our
absolute best to compete against them. We had a fresh win against
them in our heads and we needed to push through. Unfortunately,
they simply out-played us,” expressed Junior Rachel DeRocco.
Although the team as a whole had lost this year’s sectionals,
every teammate had qualified for individual sectionals. The
sequence was: Tess Evans and Rachel DeRocco played in first
doubles, then Grace Lafountain competed in first singles, Nicole
Farkouh took part in second singles, then Sophia Farkouh
participated in third singles, Sophia Buryinski and Avery Walters
played second doubles, and Divya Sinha and DeeDee DeRocco
played third singles also.
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SPORTS
Sophomore Grace Lafountain won sectionals for singles, and
many of them qualified for States additionally, which was held in
Drumlins Country Club in Syracuse. Those girls were Tess,
Rachel, Grace, Nicole, and Sophia.
“Unfortunately, we all lost in the first round there, however, it
was the most people from our team to qualify for states in years.
Overall we had a fantastic season!,” claimed Rachel DeRocco.
The teammates did lose Sectionals as a whole and lost States
individually and all together, however, they were determined to
play their best, which opened up more opportunities for
themselves, helping them play an amazing season.
Swim (girls): The girls varsity swim team had an overall
season of 3-8 wins to losses. The entire New Hartford team
attended Sectionals on November 8, and most of the girls were
involved in at least one event. However, only sophomore, Emma
Burke performed in states. Although there were no school records
broken, some girls from Pittsford and Mexico Academy had
broken the New Hartford pool records, which means they had
beat the New Hartford pool’s fastest times.
“Personally, my favorite part of the season is the pink meet,
it’s the last chance for many of the girls to make sectionals, but it’s
also the meet where we get to reach out to the local teams and
raise a ton of money. This year, we raised $2000 at the pink meet,
which is a huge accomplishment for us,” announced classmate
Anna Papandrea.
Cross Country(boys): The boys cross country team have
accomplished a terrific season. Their record was 4-4 wins and
losses. The boys ran in sectionals, performed well, and placed 5th.
“The hardship for sectionals was that Jamesville Dewitt
finished before most people,” answered Senior Devin Snyder.
The girls have bonded so well with each other, and just have
to have more determination and work harder to prepare for next
year’s season.
Cross Country(girls): The girls had one of their best
seasons yet. Their record for dual meets were 6-2, and the team
came in second at pre-sectionals. At Burnt Hills, the girls came in
fourth, and won both the New Hartford and Whitesboro invite.
For all other invites, they placed in the top 6. They were seated
first for sectionals, and also finished in first place which is a big
deal. The team won in class B with 47 points. The pack of 10 girls
on New Hartford really helped secure the win for sectionals.

Sophomore Emma Burke. Photo from uticaod.com
Runner Brianna Wheelock’s favorite part of the season was
winning sectionals because the girls have worked so hard, and built
up for this win over the years. This year was the year their dreams
of winning came true. They put in so much time and effort that it
finally paid off. The top pack of the team had never been as good
as it was this year, and they all were always pushing each other to
become even better.
“This is honestly the best season of cross country for me. All
the girls really clicked well and this is the closet the team has ever
been. Everyone has been so supportive and cross country really is
more of a family than anything else,” added Wheelock.
Some of the team’s hardships were that sometimes they let
things get into their head, which at times can mess up
performance. Running is a mental sport, and they needed to really
prepare themselves mentally, because they were all prepared
physically. For sectionals week, the girls and Coach Lew would give
each other motivational talks and would do word of the day, which
helped them stay positive.
There were injuries on the team, however, everyone was so
strong and supportive. They all helped each other overcome
hardships on the team, and hard worked paid off. The girls
competed at states, and placed 8th overall out of 11 teams.
Brianna Wheelock and Kaylee LaCreta are running at regionals
on November 30th.
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NEWS
Model United Nations
New Hartford Attends Manlius Pebble Hill
MUN Conference
Zoe Van Savage
On Saturday, October 26th, New Hartford students loaded
the bus at 7:15 A.M. and heading to the annual Manlius Pebble
Hill High School for the Model United Nations conference.
Students were dressed in business professional attire to represent
their country in their specific committee.
This is the second time in a row that New Hartford has
attended a Model UN conference at Manlius Pebble Hill. Out of
all the New Hartford students who attended only one member,
Raniya Haider, was a repeating member at this specific
conference.
To prepare for a Model United Nation’s conference,
students must dress professionally, have position papers and
resolution papers written and have them prepared before the
conference. They also must be submitted electronically to the
committee chairs if the student wishes to be eligible for
awards. Writing position and resolution papers can be difficult
depending on the unique combination of the students assigned
nation and their assigned committee. It's possible that your
assigned nation will not have much to say on one of the topics,
or maybe that nation's policies are difficult to deal with in a
certain committee. This is what makes Model UN preparation
fun and different from most clubs.
This was apparent for one of our New Hartford Juniors,
Raniya Haider. Haider represented Japan in the UNICEF
(United Nations and Children Fund) committee this past
Saturday which was uniquely and specifically paperless. To
prepare for committee, Haider did focused research on Japan's
policies and the history of their policies.
UNICEF's topics were Youth Crisis in Sudan and
Vaccination Protocols for Youth. Haider wrote detailed position

papers on Japan’s stance, but part of this was difficult since
Haider recalls, "Japan prefers to acknowledge National
Sovereignty of other countries." Therefore, Haider was in a
committee that specifically focused on children's issues, while her
assigned country had no strong views on these issues.
Although Haider may not have had a strong position, there
was still a way for her to participate in committee and have fun.
After attending the first meeting after the Manlius Pebble Hill
conference, it seemed that most members, which were mostly
new members, had a positive experience and learned a lot about
policies and public speaking.
In the world of Model UN, New Hartford is a relatively
small club, considering that some schools actually have Model
UN as class during school. Our club goes to every conference we
have the opportunity to go to, including a NYC trip held in the
UN building in March.
Each conference that New Hartford Model UN attends, the
members learn so much.
Mrs. Halpin, a New Hartford teacher and the Model UN
advisor, noted that "The most memorable thing for me as the
advisor was seeing and hearing the enthusiasm in our delegates
as they talked about their experience. It makes me excited for the
rest of the year!"
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FEATURE
Choir, Band, and Orchestra Honor Vets at Veterans Day
Concert
Nolan Hyman
The Veterans Day concert is a special event that takes place annually at New Hartford Senior High where the band, choir, and
orchestra come together to honor and give recognition to veterans from all branches of the military. This year it took place on
November 6th, 2019, the Wednesday before Veterans Day.
The choir sang four songs including (in chronological order) “We Honor You,”“The Road Home,” and finally to conclude the
concert the “Armed Forces Salute,” which the choir sang with the band.
“The three songs we sang... I felt good about them because they showed the emotional
connections that normal talking wouldn’t be able to convey,” says junior Jake Babicz who has
been in the choir for seven years.
Choir teacher/conductor Ms. Krumbach stated that the reason she chose those
particular songs was because “they have really powerful messages that fit Veterans Day. It
gave the choir a chance to sing multiple things and listen to multiple things.” On cycle days 1
and 3 the choir rehearses during school for 80 minutes, and rehearsals involve studying
rhythms and doing vocal warmups that prepare the group for practicing each song.
“We spend weeks perfecting every little key change, notes, breathing, and pronunciation;
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/
everything. We run it constantly.” says junior Gracelynn Drake who has also been a part of
the choir for seven years.
reviewedcom/2018/11/10/veteransIt is considered to be an emotional concert experience not only for the audience, but also
for the members of the choir.
“I love the Veterans Day concert. It’s the one concert that gets a large group together
from the community, and it does a good job of bridging together the school and the
community,” explained choir teacher/conductor Ms. Krumbach.
During the “Armed Forces Salute” each branch of the military is announced, and the
song does a great job at giving recognition to the veterans.
“It’s always really heartwarming when we sing our armed forces song and we see all the
past and current veterans standing. I liked all of the songs we performed,” Grace says. The
choir’s performance in the concert made Ms. Krumbach very proud.
“I thought they did phenomenal. I gave them some challenging pieces of music, and they
rose to the occasion,” Ms. Krumbach said.
The entire choir was very excited to perform Wednesday night, as they were able to show
their gratitude for the veterans’ service. After the Veterans Day concert, the choir has already
started preparing for their holiday concert in December.
The Veterans Day concert is a great community event that honors the veterans who fought
for our country and kept us safe, and it’s an annual event that welcomes everybody to enjoy the
Juniors Jake Babicz and Gracelynn
performances from the choir, band, and orchestra.
Drake at Veterans Day Concert
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NEWS
Halloween Night; the Rain
of Terror
Langston Lamitie

Halloween night is a time for fright, and this year, everyone
was scared of the rain. Central New York was pummeled with a
massive thunderstorm. The 4-6 inches of rain created a nasty
storm of house and road damages. Basements and houses alike
were flooded, and many people, including yours truly, were left
scrambling to find any way to remove the water from their homes.
Stores such as Home Depot and Lowes were ransacked of
their equipment, and the shelves were left barren of wet vacuums
and dehumidifiers.
Just northeast of Utica, a vacation home was taken and
swept away in a river after the rain pulled it off its foundation. In
a video posted on social media, a home was shown flowing down
a swollen river. The person who recorded this video can be heard
gasping. Not all were affected so severely, but the inconvenience of
a day spent removing water is an annoyance that nobody wants.

https://www.wktv.com/content/news/House-sweptaway-by-high-waters-on-West-Canada-

In an interview with New Hartford junior, Owen Cleveland,
he said, “I couldn’t go outside, there was like a river in the street.
We got lucky, but my cousins basement wall collapsed.”
Just the sheer amount of rain had taken down the basement
wall. The roads did not look much better.”
The rain created terrifying driving conditions as well and
traffic was grounded as many streets were unavailable
Olivia Duross commented, “[My grandparents] live at the
bottom of Tilden so all the rain water went downhill into their
basement.” Fortunately, nothing of value was lost.
There was standing water in my basement, and I had to roll
up and remove the soaked carpets that were affected.
All in all, everyone is happy that the rain has stopped, but we
face a new threat. The snow.

https://restorationeze.com/helpfulhints-dealing-basement-flood/

https://www.wktv.com/content/news/Uticastreets-closed-due-to-flooding-550013131.html
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Breast Cancer
Awareness Month
By Sarah Sanchez
As the number one cancer death of women in the world, breast cancer is a matter that
needs to be talked about more.
People think that breast cancer is a disease that only affects older people or maybe that
breast cancer isn’t in their genetics. However, these reasonings are refuted by the statistics about
breast cancer in America and the world. Breast has a plethora of causes and you may be more
at risk of it than you think. Breast cancer is the top leading cancer death for women in the
world and the second leading cancer death for women in America. It is time to bring awareness
to this disease.
October was breast cancer awareness month so it is important to spread awareness about
what breast cancer is and what causes it. So, the first question is: What is Breast Cancer?
Breast cancer is a malignant tumor (a tumor which invades tissues and is capable of
growing back after removed) that forms in the cells of the breast (paraphrased from Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention). Although mostly found in women, all genders can get breast
cancer too. There are a number of symptoms associated with breast cancer, but the first
noticeable symptom is often a lump or area of thickened breast tissue. A lump in the breast
does not necessarily mean you have cancer - most breast lumps are not cancerous. However, it
is always best to have them checked by your doctor. Treatment for breast cancer may include
surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, hormone therapy, targeted therapy or bone-directed therapy.
All of these target cancer cells and destroy them.

Photo taken by Hayley Ladjack from Cooper
Genomics, Allisob Marcus after being cleared of
breast cancer

To begin, it is important to discuss the effects on personal life that cancer causes. When people are diagnosed with breast cancer, their
lives are permanently affected and the diagnosis can be damaging to more than just physical health. Take the interview from Cooper Genomics
as proof of this. Hayley Ladjack interviewed a woman named Allison Marcus who had been diagnosed with breast cancer in her twenties.
A big issue with Allison was how the chemotherapy needed to treat her cancer would damage her eggs: “There’s not a lot of access to
information that applies only to cancer patients because they aren’t going through the typical egg freezing route that other women are.”
Allison felt alienated in her experience because of how young she was. She wanted to become a mother and having to worry about not
only her disease, but also the ability to have children and make sure that the cancer didn’t get passed down to them was “difficult” and
“stressful,” as described by Allison.
To those who are diagnosed with breast cancer, Allison advises: “ I would definitely say a support system is important, whether it’s a
support group or family or something, because sometimes when you speak to people who haven’t personally dealt with it, you kind of feel like
they’re still not getting how big of a deal it is.” The experience of Allison Marcus is very insightful to those diagnosed for breast cancer and
even those who are not, in that they are able to understand the experience just a little bit more and realize how
horrible the disease really is in the light of a future mother.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

As for the upcoming cures of this disease, several
studies have been performed in order to get rid of
cancer cells. One recent study from Stanford
University claims to use synthetic biology to target
cancer cells while sparing healthy tissue. They have
created a protein that, in theory, should react to only
cancer cells on site while not doing any damage to the
healthy cells of the breast tissue.
"We have so much more information now about
cancer genomics, signaling and how cancer cells
interact with the immune system," Lin said. "It's finally
becoming practical to combine this knowledge with
Photo taken by Hollywood Reporter, Elizabeth Hurley at Breast Cancer
synthetic biology approaches to tackle some of these
Campaign Event
pressing human health problems. RASER is both
customizable and generalizable, and it allows us for the first time to selectively target cancer cells while sparing normal signaling
pathways."
Aside from the new research being done about breast cancer, many organizations
are forming to inform people of breast cancer and talk more about it. A Global
Ambassador of the Breast Cancer Campaign, Elizabeth Hurley, largely funds this group
which raises millions upon millions to give to researchers.
Elizabeth Hurley has had a couple of personal experiences with women close to her
in her life who have been affected by this disease. “Women are dying of breast cancer all
over the world and no one is talking about it. I want to change that.”
Advocates believe we cannot let people forget. Informing people about this matter is
very serious and cannot be overlooked because when people are aware of these things,
they can take care of themselves and might even save their lives.

Photo taken by Celebzz , Elizabeth Hurley speaks at
Breast Cancer Awareness Month Event
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Opinion
Public Vs. Private College
Ashley Giaccio
With November being the height of college application
season for seniors, picking the right choice can be extremely
stressful. Between pricey applications and the constant stream of
brochures from colleges it’s hard to know if the schools you're
applying to are the best for what you’re paying in application fees.
It also causes stress when you get accepted and have to choose
between a few different options. For most people, the anxiety
comes from one question; should I go public or private?
Former New Hartford student John Giaccio is currently
enrolled at SUNY Binghamton and is studying theoretical physics.
I interviewed him over email:
Ashley Giaccio: Can you tell me why you chose a SUNY
school instead of a private?
John Giaccio: $$$
Ashley: Can you elaborate on that?
John: Einstein postulates, in his theory of special relativity,
that the laws of physics are the same in all inertial reference
frames. This suggests that all of the laws of physics are the same
at Binghamton University as they are at any other university
separated from it by any distance or difference in velocity (which
may be caused by differences in distances from the center of the
earth which correspond to different latitudes). This means that no
matter where I am learning physics in the world, I will be learning
the the same physics. It is true that a SUNY school does not have
the funding for the complex experiments and research that they
are doing at private universities such as Cornell or MIT, but for a

theoretician, like myself, the quality and expense of research done at
my university will have little to no impact on my career.
It is also true that SUNY schools do not have as much renown
as private universities, which will make it more difficult for me to get
into more renowned grad schools. However, by the same logic used
earlier, the amount of funding that a graduate school has, has no
impact on the laws of physics and therefore no impact on how well I
am able to master physics. You might say next that the renown of
the grad school matters because a doctorate from a more renowned
grad school will make it easier to get a job in the field, which is true,
but, to me, what is more important than easily getting a career, is
mastering the art of physics and understanding the universe well
enough that I can help to probe the depths of the unknown and
bring a greater knowledge and understanding of physics to the
world. Finding a career is of secondary importance since discoveries
in physics can be made anywhere and by anyone. Einstein was a
patent clerk when he released his miracle papers, for example.
Taking all of this into account, the only thing left to consider is
the cost of attending the university. With student debt being such a
huge issue for people coming out of college, following them to the
grave oftentimes, the amount of debt accrued by attending
university is a very important thing to consider. Since, as has been
previously shown, I will be able to get the same education at any
university no matter the cost or renown. With all of this in
consideration, the cheapest option (without being cheap enough that
teachers do not have the knowledge or passion to effectively teach) is
the best option. Since SUNY schools are significantly cheaper and
offer more scholarships than private schools, they were the best
option for me to pursue an education. Or to restate this argument in
simpler terms "$$$". Was that enough sentences?

https://www.angelo.edu/parents/tuition-and-fees.php
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Ashley: Yes, that was great. Thank you.
John does bring up an excellent point in regards to the
financial and educational benefits of SUNY schools. Between the
Excelsior scholarship and the numerous STEM scholarships, John
and many other students like him will be leaving college nearly, if
not completely debt free.
However, there is a flip side. Most state scholarships are
academically, or, specifically, scientifically, driven. For students in
the arts this poses a huge problem. From my own personal
experience with this issue, it’s clear that only a handful of SUNY
schools even accept students based on special talent, let alone give
out talent biased scholarships.
Maggie Stevens is a New Hartford Senior, looking to pursue
Musical theater in college.
Ashley Giaccio: How many private schools are you
applying to in comparison to public?
Maggie Stevens:I’m applying to 8 private schools and 2
SUNY schools. Because I’m hoping to major in musical theater, I
mostly just look for schools that have the best programs. For
example, I’m applying to Carnegie Mellon University not
because it’s a private school, but because it is the top-rated
musical theater program in the country. However, schools such as
SUNY Cortland and SUNY Fredonia are also very reputable
programs so I applied to those places because of that, not
necessarily because of the fact that they are SUNY schools
(although I don’t mind the price!).
Ashley: When it comes to your major, and from the research
you have done about colleges, which type of school are you more
eager to attend? Private or Public?
Maggie:Because musical theater is such a competitive
major and I have to not only get accepted academically but also
pass a series of auditions to be able to attend a particular college,
I mostly am just eager to hopefully get accepted anywhere I
applied to, regardless if it is SUNY or private. All of the schools I
applied to have fantastic programs where I would really be able to
learn and grow as a performer. So wherever I end up, I know I’m
going to be getting excellent training. However, I do know how

https://www.niche.com/blog/liberal-arts-college-vs-

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/
articles/2017-09-20/see-20-years-of-tuition-growth-at-national-universities

expensive private schools like Carnegie Mellon can be and that if I
were to go to a SUNY school, it would be less difficult for my family
money-wise, since we still have two more kids in my family to go to
college.
Ashley: What are your personal views on the cost of private and
public schools?
Maggie: I think the cost of private schools is far too much,
especially for families like mine where there are multiple children in a
family who might opt to go to college. Public schools are much more
affordable in comparison to private schools, but are still expensive for
larger families. I think schools should offer more scholarships for
more students if it’s possible financially for them to do so or at least
make the scholarships they do have more known to the students
applying there. The more scholarships available, the easier it will be
for students and their families to afford a good education that has the
potential to forever change the course of their lives.
Though the cost of the education at a private is much higher
than SUNY prices, the quality of education in the arts, and the
connections made are not even comparable. Privates don’t have to rely
on government dollars when it comes to funding their programs.
In the end, whichever choice you make is up to you. In my
opinion, you should choose what college you want to attend based on
the quality of education in your field of study and let money be a
deciding factor later. After all, you can negotiate with colleges on the
amount of aid they give you, but you can not change the quality of
what they are teaching. Every school and every student has their
strengths and weaknesses, pros and cons, and juggling all of those at
the same time can make a person go crazy. My best word of advice for
seniors would be: remember to breathe and look forward to this
amazing journey we have ahead of us!
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OPINION
1990s vs 2010s
Teen Movies: Gen Z or Millenial?
Rachel Schultz
Teen movies in the 1990s and 2010s are no doubt very
different in many ways, but which era produced better films? The
constant debates between Millenials and Gen Z has sparked an
argument over who had better movies as teens. As a member of
Generation Z, I have witnessed differing opinions, as both have
their positives and negatives, and they can be heavily defended by
either side. They have their “fandoms” and undying supporters
who love the movies from the time they grew (or are growing) up.
In the 90s, movies and shows targeted towards teens, like
Clueless, Saved By the Bell, 90210, Bring It On, 10 Things I Hate About
You, and Never Been Kissed are all pop culture icons. They have never
gone out of circulation, today’s teenagers have heard of them all,
and most have already watched them.
Movies in the 90s, especially for teens, were undeniably
cheesy, and today’s movies are even cheesier. What’s the
difference? Movies in the 90s were being produced knowing they
were cheesy, and somewhat “cringey,” however, today they try very
hard to move away from that, which only makes the movie worse.
Seniors Korey Hans, Alyse Lisi, and Mindy Gaiser all agree and
prefer 90s movies.
“The 90s continued with the momentum the 80s had. The
2010s tried to borrow that with a modern story line, but that
doesn’t work. It comes off as more cheesy and forced,” Hans said.
Lisi and Gaiser agreed with Hans, while Lisi pointed out that
when writers today can not think of a new plot, they go down the
same familiar path with their movies. It usually is set in a high
school, with a dramatic heartbreak, and in the end they always
come back together, realizing they broke up for a reason that was
not even true.
Movies today are enjoyable to watch, but not as good as those
from the 90s. Today, most teen movies are produced by Netflix,
often starring Noah Centineo, with a similar storyline. The Kissing
Booth, To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before, and The Perfect Date are all
great examples of today’s movies. They are fun to watch with
friends; however, they are not cinematic marvels. They follow a
similar story line: boy meets girl, they break up, they get back
together in the end and everyone is happy. Sure, it was similar in
the 90s as well, but there is something about less of a tech-filled
world that brings a much better vibe to the story. Watching a

movie no longer within our modern world brings a special
element. Possibly reminding others of a simpler time, and for those
who were not even born yet, it provides us a look into the world
before we entered it. 2010’s movies are so focused around
technology, holding back on some of it may improve the movie!
In the end, I think there is no doubt at the end of the day that
movies from the 1990s are better than those of the 2010s. In this
case, the Millenials have won: they truly did have better films, and
that is hard to debate. Movies like Clueless, 10 Things I Hate About
You, Bring It On and so many more are nothing short of iconic.
They have something special in these movies that can not be
replicated today, we’ve moved past that era and can look back on it
anytime we want, thanks to Netflix and other streaming services!

Millenial Movies:

Gen Z Movies:

Photos from IMDb.com
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Opinion
Pumpkin Pie vs. Apple Pie
Kassidi Nicholl
Thanksgiving. The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade. Football games all day. Eating until you can’t eat anymore. The holiday meant to
bring family together. However, there is one factor that divides every family in half: Pumpkin Pie vs. Apple Pie
So which is the best pie?
In my opinion the best pie is pumpkin pie. Pumpkin pie is so easy to make and it’s good hot or cold or served with ice cream or with
whipped cream. Pumpkin pie also has a great flaky crust.
Apple pie is also very good, but it doesn’t have the same appeal as pumpkin pie. With apple pie, it’s so easy to mess up the recipe. You
have to get the right apples, the right pie crust, the right amount of spices, and if the pie is too warm it just tastes gross.
While I voted that pumpkin pie is the best, the majority of people voted that apple pie was superior. In an informal poll of 47 students
apple pie won 66% to 36%. So it turns out that apple pie is the most popular of the Thanksgiving pies.
Although you may not like Pumpkin Pie, here’s a delicious recipe I found for it.
Pumpkin Pie Recipe https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/baking-basics-homemade-buttery-flaky-pie-crust/
This is the homemade dough recipe for pumpkin pie, though if you want to just use store bought pie crust that works as well
Ingredients:
2 and 1/2 cups (315g) all-purpose flour (spoon & leveled)
1 and 1/4 teaspoons salt
6 Tablespoons (90g) unsalted butter, chilled and cubed
3/4 cup (148g) vegetable shortening, chilled
1/2 cup (120ml) ice water
To make the pie crust:
Mix the flour and salt together in a large bowl. Add the butter and
shortening.
Cut the butter and shortening into the mixture until it resembles coarse
meal (pea-sized bits with a few larger bits of fat is OK). You can use a
pastry cutter if you want, just to make things easier, however you can just
cut it with a knife or whatever you want. Measure1/2 cup of water. Add
ice. Stir it around. After the ice has melted take 1/2 a cup of water from there. Slowly pour the cold water in, 1 tablespoon at a time, and
stir with a rubber spatula or wooden spoon after every tablespoon added. Do not add any more water than you need to. Stop adding water
when the dough begins to form large clumps. I always use about 1/2 cup of water and a little more in dry winter months (up to 3/4 cup).
Transfer the pie dough to a floured work surface. The dough should come together easily and should not feel overly sticky. Using floured
hands, fold the dough into itself until the flour is fully incorporated into the fats. Form it into a ball. Divide dough in half. Flatten each half
into 1-inch thick discs using your hands. Wrap each tightly in plastic wrap. Refrigerate for at least 2 hours (and up to 5 days).
After making and chilling the dough, it’s time to make the pumpkin pie filling. (https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/the-greatpumpkin-pie-recipe/)

Continued On Next Page
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Opinion
Pie, Continued from previous page
Homemade pie crust (full recipe makes 2 crusts: 1 for bottom, 1 for leaf decor)
one 15oz can (about 2 cups; 450g) pumpkin puree*
3 large eggs
1 and 1/4 cups packed light or dark brown sugar
1 Tablespoon cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 and 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger*
1/4 teaspoon ground or freshly grated nutmeg*
1/8 teaspoon ground cloves*
1/8 teaspoon fresh ground black pepper
1 cup heavy cream
1/4 cup milk (I use 1% – any is fine)
egg wash: 1 large egg beaten with 1 Tablespoon milk
Whisk the pumpkin, 3 eggs, and brown sugar together until combined. Add the cornstarch, salt, cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg, cloves,
pepper, cream, and milk. Vigorously whisk until everything is combined. Filling will be a little thick. Preheat oven to 375°F (190°C). Roll out
the chilled pie crust: Remove 1 disc of pie dough from the refrigerator. On a lightly floured work surface, roll the dough out into a 12-inch
circle. Make sure to turn the dough about a quarter turn after every few rolls. Carefully place the dough into a 9-inch pie dish. Tuck it in with
your fingers, making sure it is smooth. With a small and sharp knife, trim the extra overhang of crust and discard. Crimp the edges with your
fingers, if desired. Brush edges lightly with egg wash mixture. Using pie weights, pre-bake the crust for 10 minutes. Pour pumpkin pie filling
into the warm pre-baked crust. Only fill the crust about 3/4 of the way up. (Use extra to make mini pies with leftover pie dough scraps if
you’d like.) Bake the pie until the center is almost set, about 55-60 minutes give or take. A small part of the center will be wobbly – that’s ok.
After 25 minutes of baking, be sure to cover the edges of the crust with aluminum foil or use a pie crust shield to prevent the edges from
getting too brown. Check for doneness at minute 50, and then 55, and then 60, etc. Once done, transfer the pie to a wire rack and allow to
cool completely for at least 3 hours. Decorate with sugared cranberries and pie crust leaves (see note). Serve pie with whipped cream if
desired. Cover leftovers tightly and store in the refrigerator for up to 3 days. So if you so choose to be on the pumpkin pie side, I highly
recommend this delicious recipe for any occasion.
Now if you happen to be an apple pie type of person, this apple pie recipe is almost as good as the pumpkin pie one. (tasteofhome.com/
recipes/apple-pie/)
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
6 to 7 cups thinly sliced peeled tart apples
1 tablespoon lemon juice
Pastry for double-crust pie (9 inches)
1 tablespoon butter
1 large egg white
Additional sugar
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger

Continued on next page
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Opinion
Pie, Continued from previous page

Continued from last page

In a small bowl, combine the sugars, flour, and spices. In a larger bowl, toss apples with lemon juice. Add in your sugar mixture
and toss it around to coat the apples. Line a 9-in. pie plate with bottom crust, trim even with edge. Fill the crust with the apple mixture,
and dot with butter. Roll the remaining crust to fit the top of the pie; place over filling. Trim, seal and flute the edges. Cut slits in the
crust. Beat egg white until it’s foamy; brush over it over the crust. Sprinkle the top with sugar. Cover edges loosely with foil. Bake at
375° for 25 minutes. Remove the foil and bake the pie until the crust is golden brown and your filling is bubbly, cook it for about 20-25
minutes longer. Then cool on a wire rack. Now you’re ready to enjoy!
So whether you prefer apple pie or pumpkin pie,I hope these recipes help you have a happy holiday!

Recipe Links:
https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/bakingbasics-homemade-buttery-flaky-pie-crust/
(https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/thegreat-pumpkin-pie-recipe/)
tasteofhome.com/recipes/apple-pie/)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
What is your favorite family
Thanksgiving tradition and why?
Gabriella Yacobucci

“My favorite tradition is probably pulling
apart the wishbone on the turkey with my
family because I’ve done it since I was
little and I used to love it.”
-Olivia Excell, Sophomore

“We love to have homemade mango ice
cream and we bake many pies, with
pumpkin being my favorite.”
-Karina Mirza, Senior

“My favorite tradition is guessing how
much the turkey weighs and going to my
aunt’s house to spend time with my
family. I don’t get to see them often, so it’s
always a fun day for me!”
-Gina Cittadino, Junior

“Watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving day
parade. Also, after dinner we make fresh
apple pie, and I like enjoying time with
my family.”
-Carter Lafond, Sophomore

“Probably just hanging out with my
family for dinner because we have lots of
fun catching up on things and having a
fun time.”
-Mahmoud Sallam, Sophomore
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MEET THE STAFF
Kassia Thayer

Sarah Sanchez

Rachel Schultz

Samantha Saville

Kassia Thayer is a
new student and
sophomore this year. She
is very interested in
MASQUE, and enjoys
spending her free time
writing. She has four
brothers, one in
Whitesboro, one here in
the Senior High, one in
Perry Junior High, and
one in elementary school.
Kassia’s favorite television show is the Good Place on NBC.
In school, Kassia has very specific interests, “I really like
chemistry and any math class is fun!” Kassia also participates in
the High School choir, alongside her other activities and
hobbies. Kassia also has a husky named Phoenix, who is
described to be scared of her own shadow.
As of right now, Kassia is not sure what she wants to do
after high school but she says that her current plan is to
“graduate and go for it,” seeing where it takes her! A fun fact
about Kassia that she shared smiling, is that she is unable to do a
somersault and other gymnastics.

Sarah Sanchez
moved to New Hartford
in April and is in tenth
grade this year. She has
moved around a lot but
she thinks that she will
stay in New Hartford for a
while. Sarah is a fan of Kpop music and some of
her favorite artists are
BTS, Troye Sivan, and
Melanie Martinez.
She enjoys watching
the show Voltron and
anything anime. In her free time she likes to play video games and
draw. She also likes to read fanfiction. She is not sure what college
she wants to go to but in the future she would like to be a
computer engineer and move to the city.

Any student may contribute to Spartan Expressions

Spartan Expressions is the New Hartford High School Articles and creative writing for consideration of publication must meet the following guidelines:

student newspaper. The NHHS journalism classes, as well as CONTENT:
members of the Spartan Expressions club, produce the paper. • No slanderous or libelous material will be tolerated.
Materials found to be published in the paper are the efforts of • All reference to sex will be vague, scientific and will not use slang or be otherwise offensive.
students who contribute and are not intended to represent the • There will be no excess of violence or morbidity.
opinion of any school official or member of the New
• No promotion of the use of drugs, alcohol, or recreational sex.
Hartford Central School Board of Education. Reviews or
• No interference with the educational process.
references to businesses, services, products or media do not
• Content shall be factual and unbiased and shall not be derogatory toward any person or group.
represent an endorsement by the Board of Education. The SUBMISSION:
copyright laws of the United States of America protect all
• All articles and creative writing must be typed and edited.
materials published in Spartan Expressions.
• Please email submissions to jclive@nhart.org at least a week before publication.
• See Mrs. Clive in Room 251 if you have questions or need assistance.

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 9!

17

MEET THE STAFF
Zoe Van Savage
Connell Williams
Zoe Van Savage is a senior at New Hartford and is very busy in and out of
school. While Zoe does not play any sports, she has been fascinated with playing the
piano; she is very talented. She is also very much enthusiastic for her GAP Year
program where she will study abroad in Spain.
Zoe is also a part of the Key Club where she is the Lieutenant Governor. Key
Club is an international organization that builds upon, “leadership, character
building, caring and inclusiveness,” the New York Key Club website states. She has
been a part of the club for awhile and she loves being a part of it.
Zoe has a special appreciation for different ideas and it displays with her love for
complicated TV shows. Her favorite TV show currently is Black Mirror on Netflix.
She says that she loves it because it is very fascinating and that all the episodes
interlock with the continuity being the same throughout the series.
Zoe is very intelligent and will definitely go places in no time. While she does not
know what she wants to do in the future currently, she will definitely be one the most
successful people to come out of New Hartford in the last 5 years. We cannot wait to
see what is in store for Zoe in the near future.
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Sports
Marching Band Takes Third at the Dome
Samantha Saville
New Hartford Marching Band left Championships with third place on October 27th. It has been two years since the
marching band has come home with a medal and this season they brought home bronze. This is a very exciting turn of events for the
marching band, especially because in the beginning of the season, the band was projected to get only 5th or 6th at championships since
the band is so young. A majority of the marching band is comprised of students from the junior high and for many of them this was their
first year in marching band.
This was a year of many firsts for the marching band. This was the first year Mr. Dan Fabbio was in charge of the band
and the color guard even had a new instructor, Mr. Ryan Gerling. Under the new direction of Mr. Fabbio, the band made giant leaps
during this season. Even the color guard has improved so much this season thanks to Mr. Gerling’s excellent coaching.
This season coming to an end was bittersweet, especially for the seniors in the band. Even though there were only six
seniors involved in marching band this year, it is still an emotional end. “Everyone worked hard to get where we got and I’m proud that
everyone put their heart and soul into it. It was a good year to be my last,” said Pinky Lowenberg. The band got really close this year,
especially the guard. “All of the guard girls, and Josh, were really nice. It was like having a lot of little sisters to watch over, and Josh. I’m
going to miss them very much,” Victoria Haggerty stated. Personally, seeing such a young band grow and improve so much during just
one season has made my last year so special. It will be exciting to see how the band grows for years to come.

All photos courtesy of
the NHMB Facebook
page
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SPORTS
Athlete in the Sportlight
Boys Varsity Soccer
Gianna Giglio
As all of the fall sports come to an end, New Hartford Soccer
goes as far into the sectionals game as the second round. Showing
100% of the effort that the New Hartford athletes show, this
provides a successful season for the boys soccer team. This season
ended with the soccer team’s record of 6-2-2 in their league, their
hardworking mentality helped make their soccer season a
winning season. This week's recognition will be credited to New
Hartford Boys Soccer. This is “Athlete in the Sportlight.”
The “ Athlete in the Sportlight” this week is senior soccer
player, Nate Giglio. Nate’s position is attack when playing on the
field. When on the sidelines, he cheers on his teammates as they
control the ball down the field. Nate says he enjoys this spot
because of the bonds he made with his teammates. They usually
spend time bonding together on and off the field. The soccer
team has a special bond, where they ALL are friends and no one
is a “loner,” Nate shares. They all are easily able to talk in school,
along with over group chats, over Xbox playing FIFA and also
along with team dinners.
Next, Nate was asked how each practice is different. “ Each
practice is different because if we have a game after game we
mainly worked on touch passing and shooting and if we had a
long break before games all we would do is fitness.” The soccer
team usually has a few games a week on different days allowing
their practice days to be different all the time. When getting ready
for a game, Nate says he puts headphones in and listens to music.

This is very common for the athletes in New Hartford when
getting ready for a game. Music helps to “hype” up the player to
have a successful game and get focused for a win.
Nate loves the sport. He has been playing soccer since he was
5 years old. His favorite part about soccer is mainly hanging out
with his friends. He also says, “ It takes me away from life for 80
minutes and puts me in a different place that gives me joy and it
helps me relax.” Sports are meant to be enjoyed and take a
person away from reality for a little while. This shows the
dedication and love for their sport.
As Nate’s favorite sport comes to an end, he had recently
played his last game at sectionals. They lost by 1 goal in overtime
from a penalty kick. They were tied 2-2 in the second half until
their opponent made the kick. They still played their hardest for
their last soccer game for New Hartford High School. Now, as the
winter sports arise the 2020 fall sports have now come to an end.
Fun Facts About Nate:
Favorite Color: Red
Favorite Food: Steak
Favorite Movie: Forrest Gump

Photo Taken from the New Hartford schools
website.
Photo from Nate Giglio’s Iphone
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SPORTS
Chessboxing
By Kassia Thayer
New Hartford is missing out on the prime sport. For all of
the sports they allow on campus, none can compare to the
amazing sport of chessboxing. It should be a needed sport for all
athletes. Athletes need to have not only strength in whatever they
do, but brains to back it up. Chessboxing is the perfect sport to
combat that.
Chessboxing sounds just like what it is- a mixture of chess
and boxing. It alternates between three minute long rounds of
brawn and four minute long rounds of brains. To win, one of
the players has to do one of two things- manage to get a
checkmate on their opponent, or knock them out during the
boxing portion of the match.
If you’ve never heard of the sport before, it might be
because it mostly is played in Europe. Paired with that,
chessboxing is really a recent one. The first official match was
only in 2003, hosted by Lepe Rubing. The idea for it, however,
came years earlier. In 1992, Enki Bilal thought up chessboxing
for his sci-fi comic, Froid Équateur. Still, as recent as it is, that
doesn’t stop people from participating.
There’s a wide variety of people who participate in the
sport. Some of them are amateurs at the boxing half of the
game, and their strengths really show during the chess half.
Others are like Andy Costello- he excels at boxing.

realgestalt.de

"I definitely find it harder to focus on the chess and not
make a mistake," he said, during an interview with Wired. His
strength comes in with the brawn half of chessboxing, rather
than the chess matches themselves. Wired, in their article, went
on to say, “he does his best to stall on the board and bring it
home with his fists.”
Aaron Sweeny somewhat follows this line of thought too.
During his own interview with Huckmag, he said “It’s the chess
that’s the hard bit. You can just push yourself to box above your
level for a round, but you can’t get better at chess in the
moment.”
New Hartford athletes- you don’t have to be excellent at
both parts to participate. New Hartford sophomore, Sarah
Sanchez, says that she could play and take home the gold.
“You know how Ciel was playing in the opening of season
one of Black Butler? I thought chess was edgy and cool, so I
learned how to play,” said Sarah Sanchez, whose words should
be taken with a pinch of salt. Ciel is a character from a popular
anime show, Black Butler. “As for the boxing part,” Sarah says,
“no comment.”
So, really, if Sarah could do it, why can’t you? Athletes need
a healthy mixture of both brains and brawn- or at least just a
smidge of one or the other. If you aren’t going to do
chessboxing, (which you probably won’t), they’re still both
valuable skills to harness when playing sports.

themindfulsight.com

background image: projectplaygrounds.co.uk

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 9!

21

SPORTS
Mario’s Sports Frenzy
Everyone’s favorite plumber plays sports
James Barclay
There’s plenty of video games out there that relate to sports,
like FIFA and Madden, but do these games have motion controls?
Not one bit.
Mario has had two sports games that both relate to baseball,
but while Superstar Baseball (2005) for the GameCube didn’t have
motion controls, due to a lack of sensors and restriction to
controller, Super Sluggers (2008) for the Wii had motion controls,
due to the Wii coming with a sensor bar to point a Wii Remote at,
albeit the motion controls were optional, but definitely preferred.
Using the motion controls for Super Sluggers made it feel like you
were playing actual baseball, as you would swing the Wii Remote
as if you were actually pitching, or swinging a baseball bat.
“Best Mario Sports Game period. Mario Super Sluggers has a
lot of awesome stuff to offer: The Best Character Selection IMO,
Addictive Gameplay, Awesome stadiums/stages, and some of the
Minigames. Minigames I don't play that much but I've played them
before and I guess it's okay. The main thing about this game
though, is Baseball. Just love the Gameplay, controls, and how you
can set your team up,” says SmashBPG, on metacritic.com, giving
Super Sluggers a user review of 10.
Mario didn’t have just baseball, though, as he has had a soccer
and basketball game before, but Mario also had a particular game
where there were four sports in one single game for the Wii, known
as Mario Sports Mix (2010). In Sports Mix, you have four sports to
choose from: dodgeball, basketball, volleyball, or even hockey. Each
playable character has a Special Move that could easily score some
points or deal damage to enemies depending on what the player
does in the game, whether it is catching the ball in dodgeball, or
passing the ball in basketball. The game also has a story mode to
go through, and while it is a bit lackluster, it’s definitely a
worthwhile experience.
“I don't understand all the mixed reviews this game has, it is
actually pretty great. There are four sports available, with several
Cups in each. This is of course a game best played with family
and/or friends, as playing alone isn't that compelling. But as a
party game, it is really fun, and the game does what it intends to
do.” says NorwayGamer, on metacritic.com, giving Sports Mix a
user review of 8.

Box art for Mario Sports Mix (above) and Mario
Super Sluggers (below), which both are for the
Nintendo Wii. Images from mobygames.com.
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Heroes
New Hartford Police
Department
Victoria Haggerty
The New Hartford Police Department save lives every day. They
patrol the streets day and night watching out for any suspicious or
dangerous activity. Many officers, after they retire, continue their duty in
schools, watching over the students and making sure the school days run
smoothly.
Becoming a police officer is a big decision. There are few steps an
officer has to take to enter the field. The test the officers have to take can
be rigorous and can be a lot of hard work. Police officers have to be
physically fit in order to properly do their job. Getting into the right
shape is very hard and draining.
A police officer’s job can be risky and some don’t make it home at
the end of the day. Safety is an officer’s first priority, they must keep
themselves safe first and then keep the community safe.
Traffic stops can be the most intimidating part of their job because
they never know what could be behind a tinted window. As a civilian,
there is a lot you can do to make the officers job feel easier. If you
happen to get pulled over, roll your windows down before the officer gets
to your car to make them feel at ease. Also, if you ever come up to an
officer who has already pulled someone over, don’t forget to move over
to make space between your car and the traffic stop.
The New Hartford Police department just moved to a new facility.
The new place they moved to is much bigger than the one they had
before. They moved to Clinton street where the old Gander Mountain
store used to be. Now the police department will be located in the same
building as all of the other town offices which will make communication
between different offices easier.

Photo from Facebook

Photo from Google

Photo from WKTV
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Helping Hands
Utica Rescue Mission
Kassidi Nicholl
The Rescue Mission in Utica is an amazing local organization that benefits our
community a lot. At the Rescue Mission they provide so many services to people in need.
Some of the services they provide are:
Emergency Shelter: The Rescue Mission provides an emergency shelter for men
that provides safe housing, clothing, counseling and meals. In 2018, this Emergency Shelter
provided 17,980 shelter nights of care to homeless men. The men experienced a 70%
success rate in moving to permanent and/or transitional housing. The shelter was at or
beyond capacity 120% of the time. The Mission’s average length of stay per individual was
14 days.
Addiction stability center: At the addiction center, they provide medical services with a doctor and a psychiatric nurse
practitioner, options to medically help someone through withdrawal, individual and group counseling, they have social workers who work
all day and night, counselors, peer support services, family support services, education on medication, faith based support, Alcoholics
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous programs, they provide food, personal hygiene items, clothing, and a safe shelter, plus the have
spiritual counseling upon request.
Residential aftercare program: The residential aftercare program is a 6 month religious retreat offered by the Rescue Mission.
This program is offered to men healing from addiction or other related behaviors who want to grow spiritually as a person. There they
receive one-on-one counseling, case management, Bible study, Chapel services, outpatient treatment, and advocacy.
Enriched Living Center: The enriched living center is a 52-bedroom facility that houses men and women diagnosed with mental
illnesses. Some services they provide are transportation for residents to appointments, community based healthcare, pharmacy services,
social recreation, crisis intervention, education, counseling, and much more.
Learning Center: A learning center where men and women can work on academic and job-related skills, and set goals while
working on the path to employment. At the learning center, they help people who don’t have a high school diploma get one using the
TASC exam. Tutoring in math, reading, writing, social studies and science leading to a high school equivalency diploma, computer
literacy training keyboard training financial literacy training, life skills training, web-based housing searches, web-based job searches,
bible study courses, resume preparation assistance, interview preparation including securing appropriate clothing.
Spiritual Life Program: The spiritual life program helps people grow in the realm of the Christian faith. Some programs they
offer include spiritual assessment, spiritual counseling, bible study, spiritual surveys, baptism, chapel services, assistance into the local
church, marital counseling and reconciliation, life-skills education and training.
Representative-Payee Program: The representative payee program is a program that helps people in the community budget
their money better.The program provides bill paying and adult protective case management services to people in the community who
can’t manage their own finances. Staff at the Rescue Mission help others in creating a budget for all bills (rent, utilities, cable, and
phone). A personal needs check is given out for groceries, household needs and other bills. People are usually referred from area case
management service providers, social services, veterans administration and rescue mission programs. The program also accepts people
who seek help on their own.
Skills for Success Job Training Program: This program is a two semester job training program in partnership with Mohawk
Valley Community College, OnPoint for College, Working Solutions and the City of Utica. In this program, people will be given the
skills they need for proper and long-term employment. At the end of this program students will receive 41 college credits at the time of
Continued On Next Page
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Helping Hands
Continued from previous page
graduation. Not only is this program training people for the real world, they are giving them hands-on construction skills that end up
benefiting the community as a whole. During the program, students work on the construction of houses. When completed, the homes will be
offered to low income or homeless individuals, or local families on a rent-to-own basis.
Community Service Outreach: The community service outreach is a broad spectrum of all the services provided by the Rescue
Mission. One service they provide is the Food Pantry Program. The food pantry is a program that helps families get the nutrients and meals
they need to survive. In the pantry program families get to pick their own food, and receive up to 15 meals per person in the household.
Families will receive a balanced package of fruits, vegetables, grains, and proteins. Another service provided by the outreach is a community
meal program. The meal program is a place where individuals who can’t afford to eat can go for a free hot meal. In 2018 the meal program
served over 154,127 individuals. One other program they offer is a community clothing room. The community clothing room is a place
where those who can’t afford clothes go to receive free clothing. In 2018 more than 16,000 pieces of clothing was distributed to people in the
community.

The Rescue Mission offers dozens of ways to help others in the community, and I believe it’s a great opportunity to make a real
difference.
Matthew Nicholl has volunteered at the Rescue Mission several times and says,“Helping the Rescue Mission has always given me a
feeling of accomplishment and like I am helping on a greater scale. I have volunteered multiple times and will do so again in the future.”
If you would like to volunteer at the Rescue Mission some things you can do are:
• Answering phones in the Addiction Stability Center
• Sorting/Hanging clothes in the Community Clothing Room
• Food Box distribution in the Food Pantry
• Mentor/Tutor in the Learning Center

Ways To Contact the Rescue Mission:
Email: demetria.lunny@uticamission.org
Phone: (315) 735-1645 extension: 2103
Fax: (315) 793-8211
Address: 293 Genesee Street Utica, NY 13501
Website: https://uticamission.org/
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Language and Culture
Mrs. Tania Aponte
From Puerto Rico to New York
Zoe Van Savage
Mrs. Aponte was born in the countryside of Caguas,
Puerto Rico, a small area in a small island in the Carribbean.
Puerto Rico is such a small island that almost all cities, or towns
on the island are found on the coast. Everything else on the
island was valleys and mountains which actually lessen the
effects of hurricanes.
Since she was born in Puerto Rico, she speaks Spanish and
was familiar with English since her mother is from New York
City. She lived in her home country until she turned 18 and
began to attend high school at Proctor. However, she did have
multiple experiences in the United States before she
permanently moved to this area.
She frequently visited New York in order to have surgery.
Whenever she visited the hospital, she had a hard time with
communicating to the doctors what she needed. Because of her
mother's knowledge of English, Mrs. Aponte knew enough to
express herself, but she did not know certain words.
For example, she could ask for water, but she was not able
to say she was dizzy. To articulate this, she asked the nurses for
water and swirled it around with her finger and then pointed to
her head, trying to illustrate that her head felt like it was
spinning. Eventually they understood each other.

"It takes creativity to learn a language," says Mrs. Aponte.
When she moved to Utica at 18, initially she felt the culture
shock. She recalls that she didn't have many friends since her
language skills were on the weak side, but she did enjoy the
diversity. Mrs. Aponte also valued her bilingualism and refers to
it at her "superpower." The pressure that she was under was
tremendous, as she thought of her time in Utica as her one-shot
to do something with her life. Between work, school, and trying
to escape poverty, being bilingual was a sense of hope for her.
For Mrs. Aponte, knowing both English and Spanish gave
her the opportunity to do what she wanted to do. She needed
English to get through college, but needed Spanish to teach.
Being bilingual opened more doors for her.
"I couldn't help that I was poor, but because I was bilingual
I was able to do everything," said Mrs. Aponte.
In order to learn a language, Mrs. Aponte says, "you have
to truly understand the culture first."
Understanding one's culture will give insight into people's
lives and why people act the way they do. She also says it's
important to try the culture’s food and make friends that speak
that specific language. Finding someone that you are
comfortable speaking with and asking questions will
exponentially boost one's foreign language skills.

"Learn a world language
and you'll have the world at
your fingertips."
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ALUMNI NEWS
New Hartford Alumni;
Where Are They Now?
Class of 2000
Rachel Schultz
The class of 2000 were part of a
turning point graduation year. They had been
the first class of the new millennium. Much
has changed in the school, the community, and
their lives. They have gone to college, gone to
work, gotten married, had children of their
own and so much more. They still have their
entire lives ahead of them, showing the world what the class of
2000 can do.
Kevin McKenna, a graduate of 2000, grew up in New
Hartford. After high school, he attended St. Luke’s School of
Radiography in Utica. Currently, McKenna works for St.
Elizabeth’s as a medical radiographer, specializing in CT scans.
He is married and lives in New Hartford, where his children
attend elementary school. In his free time, McKenna enjoys
playing basketball and spending time with his kids, especially
while playing sports or at their family home in Lake George!
While thinking back on his memories of high school,
McKenna wrote:
“My fondest memory of New Hartford was all the friends I
made being involved in various sports (baseball and basketball),
marching band and other school activities that they offered.”
In his years at New Hartford, McKenna has only one type
of class he wishes he had taken. McKenna wishes he had taken
more science classes, since they are geared towards his career
working within a hospital.
McKenna’s advice for current high schoolers is another to
remember: to help students consider every part of their teenage
years.
“My advice for the kids would be to enjoy every moment
of their high school years. Take it serious but not so serious that
you forget to have fun,” McKenna wrote.
As the class of 2000 approaches their twenty year reunion
this June, much has changed for all of them. They have taken on
the world and done much with their lives, with much more to
come. Kevin McKenna is a graduate who is a great example of
showing all that New Hartford students can accomplish.

Do you know someone
that would like to share
their story as a student
from New Hartford?
Contact Mrs. Clive to
nominate your alumni!

Photos from New Hartford Jedidiac and
Sportsstream.com
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Vinyl Arrival
The Beatles Abbey Road
(2019 Mix),
As perfect today as it was 50 years ago.
Connell Williams
It is the fall of 1969. The war in Vietnam raged, the
Cold War intensified. 500,000 hippies had spread the
message of peace and love at Woodstock the summer prior.
Then, The Beatles released Abbey Road.
With the 2019 mix of Abbey Road being the 50th
anniversary love letter to Beatles fans across the universe
releasing last month, I think it is the perfect time for a
flashback to one of the best albums ever released.
Critics from all sorts of news sources criticized the album
for all sorts of reasons when the album was originally
released. Famous publications like the New York Times calling
it an "unmitigated disaster" and Rolling Stone even said that
the album is "complicated instead of complex."
50 years later Abbey Road is now quintessential to music; it
is one of the best albums to ever be released. The album is
easily the most recognizable ever due to both the music inside
and the famous album cover.
The tracks laid within the grooves of the record are just
perfect to any listener. In the most recent mix of the album;
however, the songs sound so much better due to stronger bass
and drums; with very little changed besides that. A bonus for
Beatles fans is the release of original demos, takes,
instrumentals, and recordings of the much loved album; it
just makes the album that much better.
Abbey Road was the last album ever recorded by The
Beatles, but was not supposed to be the end according to
drummer Ringo Starr. “So it was not the end,” Starr said in
an interview with BBC 6 Music, “because in the end, the love
you take is equal to the love you make. So I never felt it was
in stone.” There were plans for another album to be released,

10/10

but tensions rose throughout the band; which lead to the
eventual break-up.
The album has hit after hit and is one of those records
that one has to sit down and just appreciate the sheer music.
Even people who do not listen to classic rock have listened to
songs on this album.
Abbey Road by The Beatles easily gets a 10/10 and I
mean it 100%. This album is perfect from beginning to end.
Listen to “Come Together”, “Here Comes the Sun” and
“Something” from the 2019 Mix (Super Deluxe Edition).
With Peace and Love - Conn.

Picture of Abbey Road
album cover from
thebeatles.com

(From left to right)
George Harrison,
John Lennon, Ringo
Starr, and Paul
McCartney in the
summer of 1969
Picture courtesy of
theartdesk.com

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 9!

28

Vinyl Arrival, continued from previous page

Pop
Album cover
from
en.wikipedia.co
m

Someone You Loved - Lewis Capaldi

Scottish singer Lewis Capaldi’s “Someone You Loved” just
became the longest #1 song on the UK’s charts and for good
reason. The depressed pop combo really makes for a good catchy
song. Capaldi’s writing for the song is very good; he sings about
the hardships of being lost after a love filled relationship which is
relatable to many listeners. The soft and scratchy vocals just make
the listener feel the raw emotions that Capaldi felt during the
breakup. Sometimes, the best songs come from loss and “Someone
You Loved” is a great example of such. Lewis Capaldi’s “Someone
You Loved” gets a 8/10 for becoming a new classic. All I hope for
Lewis Capaldi is that he does not become a one-hit wonder and
that his new found career grows.

8/10
Travis Scott, well known for his songs “Goosebumps” and
“SICKO MODE,” recently dropped a surprise hit “HIGHEST IN
THE ROOM.” The song is very catchy and meant to be put on
warm-up and personal playlists. It is very basic, but that is kind of
expected from Travis Scott who is known for recording catchy
songs that you can put on repeat, but have no real meaning. That
being said, the beat is very good. I bopped my head throughout the
song. Hopefully, this single could be a hint to a new Travis Scott
album to come; who knows? As of recently, this song has seemed to
be over-played and the hype is dying as quick as “SICKO
MODE.” The simple and catchy “HIGHEST IN THE ROOM”
by Travis Scott gets a solid 5/10.

Album cover
from
stereogum.com

HIGHEST IN THE ROOM - Travis Scott

Country
Album cover
from
open.spotify.com

10,000 Hours - Dan + Shay

5/10
Popular for songs like “Tequila” and “Speechless,” Dan +
Shay’s collaboration with Justin Bieber is actually pretty catchy.
Just almost every song can be repetitive. However, I enjoyed
listening to this love filled song. The pop beat and country guitar
blend perfectly together. The one thing that surprised me
personally is how great Bieber’s vocals mix with Dan + Shay
perfectly. I usually dislike Bieber, but just like Post Malone’s
“Deja Vu,” I actually like this song. “10,000 Hours” by Dan +
Shay and Justin Bieber is a classic love song and deserves an easy
7.5/10

7.5/10
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EXPLORATION OF FILMMAKING
Learning Something Through Film
Nolan Hyman
Filming certain projects can teach you a lot, but not just about filmmaking. It can also offer a
new perspective or deeper insight into a particular matter. Truthfully, there's no right or wrong
answer when it comes to what someone can learn from filming, and the
amount of things that you can learn is limitless. Filmmaking can take
you across the world and help you meet new people, or it can simply just
give you new experiences to learn from.
Less than a year ago, I made a documentary about the Boys Varsity
Swimming/Diving Team because I was trying to find something to film
about so I could start learning more about filmmaking, and so I could at
least get started in trying to become a filmmaker. It was my first project
ever, and I filmed and edited it all by myself.
But the reason I chose to make a documentary on the team wasn’t
just solely because I was on it, but it was because I wanted people to see
what I saw in the team: it was a team that was a family, and it was a
team that just always had a great time together. So with this idea I asked
Screenshot of editing of my swim documentary
the team if it’d be something that they’d be onboard with, and they said yes.
For the next three months, I filmed swim meets and pasta parties, and it was my first time
having to interview people. Each interview with each person on the team not only taught me
more about interviewing people, but also about the people I was interviewing. Through these
interviews it was clearer to see the dynamics of the team and over the entire course of shooting
it, I managed to capture exactly what I was trying to in the first place: the wins, the defeats, the
good times, the bad times, the start, and the finish.
The entire timeline of the documentary was from the third week of practice to the day of
sectionals and filming it didn’t just teach me about how to film subjects or interview them, but it
did much more than that; it captured what I found most important about the team. However, it
wasn’t just about capturing what the team was about through a lens, but it was also about
capturing all the memories we shared and being able to relive them in a way.
A film will never teach you the exact same thing that it had taught someone else, and this
goes for filmmaking as well. When making a film, you can capture anything you want, and the
experience that you may have working on a certain project will most likely teach you anything.
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NEWS
Giving Thanks during Thanksgiving
Traditions and gatherings on Thanksgiving
Gianna Giglio
There are many holidays that different cultures celebrate, one of the most popular holidays is Thanksgiving. The word “thanksgiving”
is the “expression of gratitude, especially to God,” according to the American Heritage Dictionary. This holiday is usually where family and
friends gather to spend quality time with each other. Since this holiday is on the last Thursday of November, the date changes every year.
Since this event only takes place once a year, traditions have been developed for each individual through the celebration of this holiday.
Many individuals celebrate this holiday, including Mrs.Sweeney, Langston Lamitee and Connell Williams. Langston spends time with
his family every year usually at one of his close family member’s house. Similarly, Connell spends this holiday at his grandparent’s house.
This is not either of their favorite holidays, but they say they do enjoy it very much. They both, however, have some of the same traditions,
such as watching the Thanksgiving Day parade, watching Charlie Brown and spending time with family.
However, Mrs. Sweeney says her tradition is just to eat. She eats the regular turkey and mashed potatoes with gravy and corn. Also,
they add squash to spice up the food each year. She eats all day but says, “You have to pace yourself.” Eat and take a break so you can eat as
much as you can. Mrs. Sweeney spends her holiday with family at a new family member’s house every year.
Connell also enjoys the meal including turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet potatoes, rolls, corn and much more. Connell’s favorite
part about the dinner is definitely the desserts, “Don’t even get me started on the desserts.” He says he and his family usually celebrate by
eating sweet potato pie, ice cream, cake and sometimes gingerbread. Connell explains that it is the, “Perfect blend of everything great.” He
very much enjoys the Thanksgiving traditions and foods that are prepared for his family.
Langston says he really enjoys this holiday and spending time with his family. He and his family usually watch the parade and then
enjoy an early dinner consisting of mainly turkey, mashed potatoes, broccoli and cheese, cranberries, corn and we can’t forget about the
gravy. Langston mainly enjoys the gravy on his food, “Pounds on pounds of gravy, I absorb the gravy.” Langston enjoys spending quality
time with his family and friends on the wonderful holiday.
There are many holidays throughout the year, but the fall Thanksgiving Day shows that everyone can be thankful for something. No
matter if someone spends it with family or friends it is still a great holiday to give thanks to yourself and the people around you.
What are you thankful for?
Langston: Family, friends, relationships, one more year until federal elections, happy for Gianna Giglio, good
mental health.
Connell: Healthy family, happy friends, healthy self.
Mrs.Sweeney: that it doesn’t snow that day, everything good in the world.

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 9!

31

Sam’s Sweet Treats
Thanksgiving Treat:
Pumpkin Cheesecake Bites
Samantha Saville
Welcome back to my column! Since Thanksgiving is right
around the corner I’m going to show you a cool new recipe for
the holiday. This recipe is perfect for people who are too stuffed
after Thanksgiving dinner to eat a full slice of pie. This perfect
alternative to pie is pumpkin cheesecake bites from Delish
recipes. They are small and delicious and will make you feel just
as content as you would eating a slice of pumpkin pie. This
recipe will only make about 14 cheesecake bites so you may have
to double(or triple) the recipe depending on how many people
you will be spending thanksgiving with. To start off, here are the
ingredients you will need:
3/4 c. crushed ginger snaps
3/4 c. crushed graham crackers
4 oz. cream cheese, softened
2 1/2 c. melted white chocolate
1/2 c. pumpkin puree
1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice
pinch of kosher salt
1 tbsp. coconut oil
Before you start, line a baking sheet with parchment paper.
This will make it so that your treats won’t stick to your baking
sheets when they are finished. To begin, grab a small mixing
bowl and mix together ¾ cups of ginger snaps and ¾ cups of
crushed graham crackers. Set that mixture aside for now. In a
larger bowl beat the 4 oz of cream cheese until it is light and
fluffy. Then add ½ cup of the melted white chocolate, ½ cup of
pumpkin puree, 1tsp pumpkin pie spice, and just a pinch of
kosher salt to the already fluffy cream cheese. Once all of those
ingredients are thoroughly mixed together you can then beat in
the ¾ cups crushed ginger snaps and ¾ cups crushed graham
crackers until those are completely mixed in with the cream
cheese mixture. That mixture is what is on the inside of the
truffles so you will need to make little balls of it that are about a
tablespoon big and once you make the balls I suggest putting
them directly on the baking sheets so they hold their form. Then
go ahead and put the baking sheets in the freezer until the
cheesecake balls are completely solid, which is about 30 minutes.
Once the cheesecake is completely frozen, you can take the

remaining two cups of the melted white chocolate and mix that
with 1 tablespoon of coconut oil and dunk the frozen treats in
that mixture. Once they are dunked, place the treats back on the
cookie sheet and sprinkle any remaining graham cracker and
gingersnap crumbs on top of them for presentation. Once you
are done sprinkling the crumbs place the cookie trays back in the
freezer for at least ten minutes or until you are ready to serve
them. After they are all frozen you will have a delicious bite-sized
treat perfect for those who are “too full for dessert.”

elitedaily.com

pinterest.com

Wapppictures.com
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Feature
Pumpkin Spice Cheesecake
Recipe Review
Victoria Haggerty
Do you want dessert, but a giant pie is just too much for you? Well,
Sam Saville’s recipe is right up your alley. The pumpkin spice cheesecake
balls are small, easy to make treats, even the lesser bakers among all of
us can make.
The pumpkin spice cheesecake ball recipe looks a little intimidating
at first but once you break it up into parts, it’s actually simple. Although
a bit time consuming, the end result is worth it.
My father and I spend a few hours on this recipe because of some
user errors, but on average it should take around an hour. These treats
can be pretty messy to make so you’ll need lots of paper towels handy.
After burning the chocolate and making multiple messes, we finished
these delicious treats.
One thing I disliked about the recipe is the fact that the mix to
make the balls was extremely hard to mold. The mix came out very
sticky and difficult to work with. However, it could have been a mistake
we made while making.
I did really enjoy the family aspect of the recipe. There are enough
steps so that everyone can help out with something. Making these treats
is a good way to get the family bonding. Also, working together can get
the job done quicker so you can eat it sooner.
I highly recommend this recipe for thanksgiving. It was a lot of fun
to make and it was enjoyed by everyone.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
A C TO RS : M A RILY N M O N RO E
Photos courtesy of https://www.biography.com

1926-1962

Marilyn Monroe, born Norma Jean, was an American Film
actress during the Golden Age of Hollywood. After
overcoming a rough childhood, she went on to appear in
eleven movies, most notably Gentleman Prefer Blondes,The Seven
Year Itch, and Some Like It Hot. Through much of her career
she was regarded as a dumb blonde; however, she wanted
nothing more than to be praised for her talent and wit
rather than her body and affairs with men. Marilyn died of
a drug overdose in 1962 at the age of 36, after suffering
from mental illness, and from the poor working conditions
and pressures from studio heads.
Charlie Chaplin

Carie Fisher

1889-1977
Charlie Chaplin was a
British screen actor who
was know for his
pantomime and quirky
movements during the
silent film era.

1956-2016
Carrie Fisher became a
cultural icon after
starring as Princess Leila
in Star Wars. Her first

James Dean

Tom Hanks

1931-1955
James Dean was a
Hollywood actor who
starred in three movies
before dying at 24 in a
car accident. His movie
Rebel Without A Cause
is credited for
popularizing the
coming-of-age story in
Hollywood.

novel, Postcards from the
Edge, was published in
1987.
1956-Present
Tom Hanks is a beloved
actor who cemented
himself in people’s hearts
from his title role in
Forrest Gump, and
Woody in Toy Story.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
About Acting
Marilyn Monroe
“Hollywood is a place where
they’ll pay you a thousand dollars
for a kiss and fifty cents for your
soul.”
“A career is born in public talent in privacy.”
Tom Hanks
“Now, learning how to make a
movie is something you can
figure out in about an afternoon.
The physics of it, the marks, the
lights, etc. What's hard to do is to
suspend your own feelings of self
consciousness. The natural actors
can do that; they can become part
of a characterization and learn
how to maintain it.”
James Dean
“When an actor plays a scene
exactly the way a director orders,
it isn't acting. It's following
instructions. Anyone with the
physical qualifications can do
that.”
“Being a good actor isn't easy.
Being a man is even harder. I
want to be both before I'm done.”
Carrie Fisher
“Acting engenders and harbors
qualities that are best left way
behind in adolescence.”
Charlie Chaplin
“I had no idea of the character.
But the moment I was dressed,
the clothes and the make-up made
me feel the person he was. I
began to know him, and by the
time I walked onto the stage he
was fully born.”

MARI LY N M ON RO E’S
WO RD S TO LIV E B Y
“Imperfection is beauty, madness is
genius and it's better to be absolutely
ridiculous than absolutely boring.”
“I am trying to find myself. Sometimes
that's not easy.”
“Creativity has got to start with
humanity and when you're a human
being, you feel, you suffer. You're gay,
you're sick, you're nervous or whatever.”
“Success makes so many people hate
you. I wish it wasn't that way. It would
be wonderful to enjoy success without
seeing envy in the eyes of those around
you.”
“Friends accept you the way you are.”
“I'm selfish, impatient, and a little
insecure. I make mistakes, I'm out of
control, and at times hard to handle. But
if you can't handle me at my worst, then
you sure as hell don't deserve me at my
best.”
“I have feelings too. I am still human.
All I want is to be loved, for myself and
for my talent.”
“Nothing's ever easy as long as you go
on living.”
“I am not a victim of emotional conflicts.
I am human.”
“I want to be an artist, not... a celluloid
aphrodisiac.”
“What good is it being Marilyn Monroe?
Why can't I just be an ordinary woman?”

https://www.discoverlosangeles.com/thingsto-do/discover-marilyn-monroes-los-angeles

About Happiness
Marilyn Monroe
"Keep smiling, because life is a
beautiful thing and there's so
much to smile about."
Tom Hanks
“If you're funny, if there's
something that makes you laugh,
then every day's going to be
okay.”
Carrie Fisher
“Being happy isn't getting what
you want, it's wanting what you
have."
Charlie Chaplin
"A day without laughter is a day
wasted."
James Dean
“Dream as if you'll live forever.
Live as if you'll die today.”

“The truth is that everyone
pays attention to who's
number one at the box
office. And none of it
matters, because the only
thing that really exists is the
connection the audience
has with a movie.”
Tom Hanks
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CREATIVE WRITING
Formless VS.
Melody
James Barclay
Location, Hakurei Border Interior.
SD2C, the Melodyhog, arrives to realize it
is the location of where the incident’s
cause is located and asks, despite no one
else being around, “This is the Hakurei
Border, isn’t it?” The Meloetta that
normally resides within SD2C appears
from him, showing that it was her that
SD2C was asking a question to, and says,
“It should be. Though is it just me or is it
cracked?”
Both looked around, realizing the
border was cracked, and then looked at
each other. “Yukari must be behind this,
but why would she do such a thing? She
wouldn’t be crazy enough to do something
like this, right?” SD2C blatantly asks.
SD2C and Meloetta had looked
around for the one who caused the
incident, but they kept finding nothing but
the same black clouds at the center of the
area. “These strange clouds are still here.
What could they be doing in a place like
this?” SD2C wonders. Meloetta takes a
closer look, just to realize what it could
mean. “You don’t think it could be...”
Meloetta says, just for SD2C to realize
who’s behind the incident.
The black clouds gathered together
and formed into what would look like
Reimu Hakurei, but with a purple and
gold shrine maiden outfit. “Meimu!”
SD2C angrily yells. Meimu looks at SD2C
with a confused expression.
“Hrmm? What are you doing here so
soon?”
“I’d like to ask you the same question,
Meimu.”

“You should know, since this is you
who comes to oppose me.”
“Why do you keep attempting this?
There’s always going to be someone to
show up and stop you.”
“Yes, that is true... But you’ve arrived
a little sooner than I hoped.”
“Huh? What do you mean?”
“You weren’t supposed to arrive until
much later... Due to your super early
arrival, I haven’t been able to make those
precautions you’ve normally expected
from me to do.”
“Well, just my luck then! I’ll take you
out, and make sure you never get the
chance to!”
“You really think it’s that easy?”
“What now?”
“Even if you defeat me right here,
right now... What do you think would
happen?”
“Wouldn’t the incident just restart or
something?”
“Do you REALLY think it’s just going
to be as simple as that? You must’ve
forgotten the most important detail.”
“What do you mean by-”
“Behold!”
Meimu shatters the Boundary of Past,
Present, and Future right before SD2C
and Meloetta’s eyes. “Now what are you
going to do about resolving the incident?”
Meimu says, and laughs at SD2C for not
realizing so soon. SD2C is speechless, and
doesn’t move an inch as he is having
trouble processing the fact that Meimu
baited him for once. “Y-You made me stall
my attack so that you could break the
boundary right before my eyes... You
coward!”
“Me, a coward? You are as
insignificant as an ant-”
“I’m not Remilia, so you better keep
the speech to yourself !”

“Ah, right… You don’t mimic the
personalities they have when you use those
outfits of yours. You just mimic the powers
and spell cards.”
“Precisely so. And now I’ll take you
out, and send you back to the Dream
World!”
“What?”
“Don’t think you can fool me, Dream
Meimu… I know the REAL Meimu
wouldn’t use her powers to do this.”
“You’re the first to realize, and that’s
a surprise.”
“No one knew about Meimu’s
existence before now, so it’s why they had
no clue you were the Dream World self.”
“Enough! We’ve stalled our little
battle for long enough, and you know it
well, too.”
“You’re right, enough talk! Fall before
the power of our danmaku!”
The battle between the Formless Void
of Chaos, Meimu, and SD2C the
Melodyhog had began. SD2C, being the
clever one he is, started with a sucker
punch. Meimu knew this was coming, and
evaded, but SD2C knew that was going to
happen, too. Meimu unleashed formless
waves at SD2C, but he countered with his
own projectiles. SD2C rushed up to
Meimu and grabbed her, then kicking her
with an Ascenscion Kick. Meimu got out
of her stunned state before she hit the
ground, and formlessly moved behind
SD2C, but little did Meimu know, SD2C
had a spell card prepared for when she did
this. He instinctively dodged out of the
way of Meimu’s attack and then got close
up and casted Divine Arts “Demon
Binding Circle,” which successfully hit
Meimu as she didn’t get a chance to block
the attack to reduce the damage.
“You going to give up anytime soon,
Meimu?”
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
“Just because you were able to pull that little trick off doesn’t
mean you’ve won just yet.”
“I figured as much.”
The battle continued, and SD2C was starting to realize that
Dream Meimu was a lot more serious than the other times that
SD2C fought her.
“You look quite annoyed about something.”
“It’s the fact that you won’t go down already!”
“No... There’s something else, Meimu... I can feel it.”
“What are you going on about? I’m telling you there is nothing
else that could make me more mad than you constantly defeating
me-”
“Are you... feeling bad that you have to do this...?”
“Wh-What? No! Of course not... I don’t feel pity for anyone!”
“...If you say so.”
SD2C didn’t understand what was going on, but it was pretty
quick for him to not care anymore. He would use his Grey Ring,
which he uses to switch his outfit with ease, to use his Suguri outfit
and attempt to strike down Meimu with his beam rifle. However,
Meimu dashes right through it, since beam-like projectiles in
Suguri’s world can be dashed through, but not live projectiles, like
rockets and missles. SD2C realizes, but can’t do anything to evade
Meimu’s Formless Being “Eldritch Abomination” spell attack. He
attempts to block, just for his barrier to be broken and take
damage.
SD2C gets knocked down onto the ground, and Meimu attacks
with three more formless waves, which all hit SD2C and delay him
from being able to get up. He gets up, and grabs Meimu as she tries
to dash towards SD2C to attempt an attack.
“Not this time,” SD2C says before using Divine Arts “Wind
God Kick” to combo Meimu and presumably take her out. Meimu
was just lying on the ground, looking unconscious, but she instantly
got up, and cast her Last Word, “End of Fantasy - Gensokyo
Reloaded.”
“Already going for this, huh?”
“SD2C, you’ve annoyed me for the last time! This time, you’ll
be going down, and I WILL reset this world back to zero!”
“I’d like to see you try that when I send you back to the Dream
World, you formless fiend!”
Meimu disappears, but it doesn’t mean she fled from the battle
scene. She instantly reappears in a different spot, and dashes
towards SD2C. He gets out of the way of Meimu’s attack, and
constantly attacks Meimu, but she wasn’t taking any damage.
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Meimu was in a state where she does not take damage and can’t be
stunned... Or at least that’s how it looked. Meimu would disappear
again, and then reappear right behind SD2C, and this time when
he attacked, Meimu would get knocked out of her invulnerable
state and become stunned. This was SD2C’s chance to finish
Dream Meimu off, hopefully for good.
“This is the end for you, Dream Meimu. Now, I’ll take you
down for good! Fantasy Heaven!”
SD2C cast “Fantasy Heaven,” and eight yin-yang orbs
surrounded him, and he began to attack Meimu with physical
attacks, which lit up one yin-yang orb after another. When all eight
were lit up, the orbs spun around SD2C, and fired an unavoidable
barrage of talismans that did massive damage, and there was so
many that they one-shot Meimu within less than 100 hits. It was
over for Dream World Meimu. She got knocked down onto the
ground. Before anything else could happen, SD2C had inflicted
Dream Meimu with an effect that made her unable to do anything
to time, space, and any other boundaries. He then would switch to
his Yukari outfit, via the Grey Ring he has, and would open a gap
and drop Dream Meimu into it. The gap would send Dream
Meimu back to the Dream World, where she belonged.
“I’m glad that’s over... Hopefully she won’t come back this
time.” SD2C decided he deserved a nice, long break from incident
resolving. Hopefully he’ll help Reimu have a long break from
incident resolving too, since he knows she rarely gets the chance to
with how often an incident tends to happen in Gensokyo.

Concept art of Meimu. Image from zerochan.net.
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CREATIVE WRITING
A Snowy Day in Caribou
Langston Lamitie
As the snow fell from its great heights and the clouds
gathered, the locals began to dig in for the long haul. It was
supposed to snow at least three feet in the next four hours, and
after that, they could only imagine what was to come.
When the bulk of the storm came it was supposed to hit, and
hit hard. Caribou, Maine was a small town, and was prone to
huge storms such as these. Knowing that the storm was quickly
approaching, many people had stocked up on food and water in
the days before. And they waited, watching the snow pile up. First
the ground disappeared, then the front porch. Soon the cars were
buried. When the snow came up to the windows, the people
retired to their beds. As they woke up, snow glistened.
“Wow” said Andrew, the county sheriff, “in all of my years in
Aroostook county I have never, ever seen so much snow down in
Caribou.”
“I know Andy, it's been a minute since we’ve had anything
damn near this” said his partner, William; everybody called him
Bill though. Andy and Bill had both been on the Aroostook
county force for more than ten years, with Bill having three years
on Andy. The door shook and another officer stomped into the
precinct, swearing loudly and attempting to knock the slush off
his boots.
“Oy John, shut your mouth, we’re trying to watch the news
over here,” shouted Bill.
“Oh! You hear about the 6 plus feet of snow that Caribou
got?” John shouted back as he walked over to the two older
policemen.
Andy looked up and muttered, “That's all they’re airing right
now. Just Caribou and how they cant even get a plow through the
damn snow until they know that there aren’t any cars on the
road”.
“John!” a voice yelled across the office, “I need you over
here.” John shook his head before saying, “I wish you boys luck”
and he walked off.
Suddenly, the TV flashed and the scene changes. Depicted
on the screen was a sea of snow surrounding a slightly burning
house.
“Oh hell. What do we have here” said Bill. A voice came
over the screen.

“It appears that one of the homes in Caribou has somehow
caught on fire. With no roads cleared there is no chance to put
the fire out”. The reporter continued to drone on.
“What? What’s wrong?” said Bill. Andy had gone deathly
pale.
“T-t-that’s in my daughters neighborhood”.
“Oh god Andy. I’m sure they’re fine. That Suzanne of yours
is one of the strongest, and smartest girls I know. She’ll take care
of her little girl. Plus she has Tim with her. They’ll be fine.”
“I hope so” said Andy before he was overcome with grief.
“Just stay here buddy, I’ll get them help”. Running as fast as
his sixty four year old body could run, he made it to the
commissioner's office.
“Matthew, we have to get a truck to that house”.
“I wish we could, but it’s out of our hands. That's not our
branch and certainly not our problem.”
“Like hell that’s not our problem Matt. We gotta get into
there. That burning home is in Andrew’s lil’ girls neighborhood.
Even if It’s not his daughters house, we still have the duty to
protect the county any damn way we can. So you need to make a
call. Right. Now.”
“Look Bill, I can’t promise anything. But I’ll try.”
Bill looked at him with pure anger. Then left. “JOHN” yelled
Bill.
“Yeah, what’s up Bill?”
“We’re’ going” said Bill. “What? Where are we going then?”
Bill pointed his finger at the television and said, “there.”
A hop, skip, and a jump later the two men were roaring
down the open highway in a massive truck made for what they
were about to do.
“We’re about five minutes away. Coming up on route 89
right now.” said John into his radio. A normal 15 minute drive
from Limestone to Caribou had been slowed to a 45 minute crawl
as the truck shoved snow to its side. The two men had been
watching as a pillar of smoke.
The two men had heard that the snow had been helping the
fire, but had not completely stopped the flames. It had been an
hour since the fire had first started. Bill pushed the truck faster.
He had to get there.
Suddenly the truck lost traction. It slid to the left, then to the
right. Bill spun the wheel furiously. He got the truck back under
control. Then he looked up. The smoke was two blocks down. Bill
looked at John.
continued on next page
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CREATIVE WRITING
continued from previous page
“Get out. We’re going in on foot. Grab the snowshoes and
crowbars.” John just nodded. As he laced up his snowshoes, he
prepared himself for the cold outside. When they stepped out,
the wind whipped against them like a million small knives.
“WE HAVE TO GET THERE, COME ON!” yelled Bill
over the wind. They moved as fast as they could, the wind in
their face blowing back, pushing them towards the truck. When
they finally got to the house,the entire left side had been burned
to a crisp, and the right was burning faster in minutes..
“Oh sweet jesus…” Bill said. It was the house. The house
that Andy’s daughter lived in. He had to get all three of those
people out of that house and away to safety. The mix between
the raging fire and the curtains of wind coming down made for
a scene that looked as if heaven and hell were trying to rip each
other apart.
“How are we supposed to do this,” said John from beside
him.
Bill looked up and said, “We’re gonna go straight through
that window. We can’t go through the bottom because of all the
snow but there’s one in reach around the back. From there we
gotta split up and look for em. There are two adults and a child.
We do not leave until all three are out of that house”. John
looked up and gave a curt nod.
Both men walked over to the window. Bill motioned for
John to step back and smashed it. He quickly draped a thick
blanket over the window and they jumped inside.
Bill started yelling, “Suzanne! Emily! Where are you!”. He
heard muffled shouts from the other side of the wall. Bill tried
the door, but it was jammed. He quickly shoved his crowbar
into the crack and pried the door open a crack.

He put his shoulder down and rammed the door. With a
crash, he was in. He looked to the left, and then to the right.
“Oh my dear god…”. Bill ran over to Suzanne. He
checked for a pulse. It was there, but faint. There was a beam
that was pinning her legs down. He tried to pull it off with the
crowbar, but it was too heavy and the crowbar was too short .
He frantically looked around for something to get leverage.
Right across the room was a part of the bed that had been
smashed when the beam fell. He bolted across the room and
grabbed the piece of wood, then ran back and started furiously
prying the beam off of her. He got the beam up and pulled
Suzanne out from underneath it. He slung her over his shoulder
and ran out of the room. Everything around Bill began to fall
apart.he ran as fast as he could back to the window and
jumped.
Two Weeks Later ...
He opened his eyes and saw Andy and Tim with Emily on
Tim’s waist. “He’s awake!” said Andy. Bill learned that Tim
and Emily had gone to Tim’s father's house after the couple
had a heated argument. John had gotten out after going
through his side of the house and had carried both Bill and
Suzanne back to the truck after Bill took the brunt of the
fall.Suzanne only faced minor injuries from the beam, but Bill
had gone into critical condition after hitting his head on a
clump of ice in the snow. The house had collapsed minutes
after they had jumped from the window. Bill felt tears build up
and began to cry. Not in grief, but in joy.
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ART PAGE
Otaku Spirit!!!
Sarah Sanchez
Anime. When you think of the word, you may associate the category with being your favorite or something that is a little weird.
However, you may view it, anime is a huge favorite among many and tons of people find themselves asking: What are some good animes I could
watch for the season? My goal is to find the best anime of each season so that my fellow anime fans won’t be so lost on what to enjoy next.

Photo by CBR. Tanjiro Kamado

The first show, and one of my current favorites right now is titled Kimetsu no Yaiba by Koyoharu Gotōge. It is a series of 26 episodes, each
around 22 minutes. The plot of this show begins with a young boy aged 15 named Tanjiro who lives with his family in a small village located in the
forest. The main villains in these shows are creatures called “demons,” supernatural creatures that are predators to humans. Humans have created
a group called the Demon Slayer Corps to protect humans from demons. They are special soldiers trained to fight them. Tanjiro goes out on an
expedition to deliver goods to another village for profit and stays the night so he can return in the morning. However, when he does return, he finds
his family all dead in the house.

Photo by Comics Universe, Demon Slayer cast

Cut scene to him rushing desperately through the forest to get the person on his back, Tanjiro’s sibling Nezuko. He found her unconscious and
injured, but with a pulse and wants to get her help as soon as possible. But Nezuko is revealed to be a demon, turned into one by the demon who
killed their family. Nezuko attacks Tanjiro. He manages to fight her off and when she sees how he is still trying to save her even though she has
attacked him she remembers her humanity and amazingly retains human emotions and thoughts unlike other demons. Tanjiro decides to become a
part of the Demon Slayer Corps in order to find out how to turn Nezuko human once more and to make sure that he is strong enough to prevent
Continued on next page
anything from happening to his loved ones who are still alive.
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ART PAGE
Otaku Spirit!!!
The next show is called Boku no Hero Academia by Kohei Horikoshi. This show is your typical shounen anime, but it’s popularity deserves the
hype. It is a show about our modern society but the twist is that 80% of the population has powers called “quirks” which some people use for good
and some for bad. This is why the focus of this show is superheroes. The protagonist here is a young boy named Midoriya Izuku. He is a quirkless
boy but his biggest dream is to become a hero like the number one hero named All Might whose quirk is named One For All. This quirk basically
includes supernaturally heightened abilities.

Photo by Funimation, Izuku Midoriya

With a lucky encounter one day, Izuku meets All Might and finds out that he got hit with a blow from his last fight that is deteriorating
his body. All Might needs to pass his quirk down to a worthy successor and finds, through watching Izuku’s heroic actions when he rushes to
save a friend being attacked by a villain despite him being quirkless, that Izuku is the perfect one to pass his quirk to. Now Izuku has the
most powerful quirk of all and begins his journey to become the next number one hero. This show is still ongoing and is super fun and light
hearted so it’s a great watch.

Photo by Funimation, My Hero Academia cast

If you love anime or if you are questioning whether to watch it or not, these shows are a great starting place. I hope that these
recommendations will help you. Sayonara and be sure to check in next issue for more anime recs!
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