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You’re Next
Isabella Morell
With the school year coming to an end, students are facing
change and adjustments leading them to their next year, whether
it’s college for New Hartford’s 2019 seniors, or the last year of
high school for the junior class.
As the class of 2019 says their goodbyes, junior students
prepare to fill the shoes of the senior class, and commence their
final year at New Hartford. Juniors Eddie Schmidt, Andrew Fink,
Shawna Mulvihill, and Alex Mandia each shared their personal
experiences and feelings towards their last year of high school.
As most students are familiar with, New Hartford offers
advanced placement courses to rack up college credits.
Soon to be senior Eddie Schmidt admitted, “No thank you, I
will not be willingly taking any AP courses next year.”
Junior Shawna Mulvihill on the other hand revealed, “Yes.
APES because I like science and AP Lit so I can write a stronger
college essay.”
Junior Alex Mandia also plans on getting some college credits
out of the way by taking AP Psychology, AP Literature, and AP
Biology.
Each upcoming senior revealed lessons learned outside of the
classroom during their years at the senior high. Andrew Fink
stated, “I learned that is really is important to study hard and do
your homework!”
Mandia shared a short and sweet lesson with just two words
to live by, “time management.”

Shawna Mulvihill reinforced the significance of not giving
into peer pressure, and to work hard in school.
These four juniors each shared what they’re looking forward
to during senior year.
Schmidt revealed, “I am excited for the freedom that comes
with being a senior, and the new opportunities and
responsibilities.”
Andrew Fink discussed his excitement towards graduation
and replacing study halls with ADP.
Mandia stated, “I am just looking forward to being a senior.”
As each of these juniors prepares for their final year of high
school, a plethora of emotions and responsibilities floods their
lives. This transition is definitely hard to adjust to, but will mold
them to become hard working contributing members of society.

http://www.collegeprepresults.com/exceptions-high-school-course-selection-advice/
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Farewell New Hartford
Haley Wagner
As the elementary students of Bradley run out to the
playground for recess they see the “big high schoolers”. As high
schoolers walk by to go out to lunch the elementary schoolers sit
and watch and wonder what it's like to be that big. They think it
will never come, they will never be the oldest in the school and they
think they will always feel this small.
We were those kids. We were the ones that never thought we
would get any older and now look at us! We are Seniors. The
oldest ones in the school who are just a few days away from leaving
this school for the last time as students.
High School went by faster than we could have ever imagined.
I remember expecting it to take forever to be in the high school let
alone seniors. I interviewed a handful of seniors including Bella
Morell, Shaye Gardinier, Mari-Lea Gazzal, Bobby Nole, Nick
Bartolotti, Mike Stappenbeck and had them reflect on their time in
high school.
Many of these seniors had the same opinions about high
school and memories that they will have forever.
When asked what their favorite thing about high school was
many said being able to see their friends every day and being able
to spend their off campus lunch with them. “Probably going out to
lunch everyday with my friends and the memories we have during
car rides,” exclaimed Mike. Other people said the lessons that they
learned was their favorite part of high school. “ All of the lessons I
learned not in the classroom, but about friendship and life,” said
Bella.
When they reflected on their least favorite parts of high school
people had many different answers including not being able to
leave school while their friends have ADP, the amount of work that
some classes have, and how people are too quick to judge.
When the students were asked what is one thing they would
change about high school they let their own opinions emerge. A
handful of students including Mike, Mari-Lea, and Shaye wished
that all of the grades could be closer and everyone could be
friendlier to one another and not be so quick to judge and create so
much drama. Bella said that she wouldn't change anything about
high school because “we have it pretty nice.” However, she did
suggest being able to decorate graduation caps.
In regards to their favorite memory of high school Bobby,
Shaye, and Bella mentioned their fun times at the football games in
the fall: being able to hang out with friends before, during and
after, making signs, being sure to get there two hours early, to

standing in the snow. Many people would say that football games
were a major highlight in their high school career. Mike also
mentioned his favorite memory of high school and why it was
special to him: “Winning sectionals and breaking the school record
for the pentathlon. ̈ He also got to continue on and broke the
school record for the second time.
When asked if high school was all they expected it to be many
had similar answers. They all stated that it is what you make of it.
If you are trying to take hard classes and you work really hard, you
will come out with great grades. However if you are just trying to
get by and make it into a good college, you will be able to do that
too. It is all about the experience that you want to have these four
years so make the most of it!
When asked what is one thing they learned about friendships
and relationships they all said to make sure to cherish the friends
that you have and the memories that you are able to make. Nick
said, “Expect your friendships to change but always know who
your real friends are.” Mari-Lea also said, “Do not try to be the
best friend to everyone. That puts too much pressure on yourself
and if they are meant to be in your life, they will vibe easily with
you.”
Lastly, the students were asked to reflect on how they have
changed as a person and they all expressed that they have learned
a lot about themselves. Mike says, ¨I have definitely learned that in
everything that you do you should do to the best of your ability.
Including tests, studying and sports… just give it your all.” Nick
also stated that he completely stopped caring what people think of
him and he believes that he has found what he is supposed to be
doing with his life. Bobby feels as though he is more motivated now
at the end of high school. He feels as if he can do anything he sets
his mind to now. Shaye also feels that she has grown up and is
more mature than she has been in her past years of high school.
Finally Bella says she now understands more about self care and
what is important to her: “ I’m more self-aware now and I have
learned that being kind in all the ways you have is really important.
It's okay to say I don't wanna go somewhere or to ignore a phone
call. I have learned I am still a child so the idea of having to be an
adult is a little scary.”
As we are saying our last goodbye to the school we have said
hello to everyday for four years it all becomes a little too real too
fast. Many people are ready to move on and never look back but
some people realize that we will never get to live a time like this
again--young and free with our whole lives ahead of us.So New
Hartford we thank you for the memories that we will always have
in a place we will never forget!
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Early Graduation
Julianna Dubyna
Some students, when they reach the end of their junior year,
come to a very tough decision to make; to either graduate high
school early, or ride the train out to the end.
Mrs. von Schiller-Deep, a guidance counselor at New
Hartford Senior High School, comments on the early graduation
process.
Depending on how much extra work you are up to, you can
decide to graduate early, either by an entire year or only one
semester. If you are planning on graduating a full year early, the
planning usually begins at the end of 9th grade. You can graduate
a semester early at almost any year; however, summer school may
be needed in this case.
Two seniors that qualified for graduating early, Destaney
Stanley and Maya Rahn were interviewed for their opinions on
and experiences with graduating early.
Stanley had enough credits to graduate in her junior year, but
decided to stay for her last year. “Mentally, I wasn’t ready. I wanted
to enjoy my senior year and rack up as much college credits as I
could without paying the price college would charge me. Plus, you
should experience the senior life: the football games, the senior
trip, ball, events like that. You’re only a high school senior once.
Live it up. Because it ends too soon.”
Destaney’s thinking is similar to many of those that qualify for
early graduation. Many students don’t want to miss out on oncein-a-lifetime, senior-only activities and events. Destaney is going to
Utica College in the near future. Good luck Destaney!
Rahn, on the other hand, is graduating a whole year ahead.
She started the 2018-19 school year as a junior, but soon realized
she could end it as a senior. Rahn realized early on in her junior
year that she did not connect with the high school environment.
After her sophomore year, and with the majority of her friends
already graduated, she felt somewhat alone and didn’t feel the
same love for showing up to school. Her friends were her
motivation, and a large reason for her to show up to school every
day.

via clipart panda

Maya sat down with school counselor Ms. Zupan to talk about
various solutions to some of the problems she was having. During that
meeting, Ms. Zupan mentioned the idea of graduating early. When
Maya showed interest in the idea, they took a look at her classes and
credits and did some research to see what courses were needed.
The required courses for seniors were obviously needed;
Economics, Government, English 12, the basics, and a few other elective
courses. After they confirmed Maya was going to commit to graduating
early, the two met with Rahn’s counselor, Mr. Baldo.
After the two conversed more about the possibility of early
graduation, the requirements and extra work load, Rahn was on her
way to think about everything discussed. After speaking with her parents
and deciding that this was what she wanted, Maya speaks on the next
meeting to go forward. “I sat down with Mr. Benson and my parents,
and he asked me a series of questions about why I wanted to leave early,
my future plans, if so was going to college, blah blah blah. And after he
realized I wasn’t just going to leave, he thought I was prepared enough
to graduate, and the process got started.”
After the meeting, the planning process began. She had to
rearrange her entire schedule and start the process of looking, applying,
and asking for letters of recommendation. Maya says she was a little
delayed, so college became her ‘entire life,’ and she still thinks it is.
She can’t seem to recall a day that went by that she didn’t work on
some part of the college application process, just to get up to par with
the other seniors. It was stressful at times, and she would have fleeting
thoughts that she wouldn’t be able to do it, but here we are in June!
Speaking on stress and thoughts of stopping this process, Rahn
speaks on the great help Ms. Zupan and Mr. Baldo were.
“They did so much work for me, and so much of their time and
effort and care went into this process. Once the process was finally
moving and I was considered a senior I had a renewed sense of hope for
school-- to show up and try harder than maybe I would have prior. I had
a feeling that I couldn’t handle two more years [20 months], but 10
months? I could handle that.”
Graduating in just a few weeks, Rahn looks forward to the amazing
experience of graduating alongside a majority of her friends. Maya
Rahn plans to go to UAlbany, best of luck Maya!!

via gradshop
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Regents Week is Coming Up
by Nick Scarafile
Regents week is coming up, and that means many students have
started studying for the test. However, it also means stress levels are
rising.
What some students do is study with friends and do extra work for
the class. Some others work out to get rid of stress, including some lifebalancing jogging.
Ideally, the night of the test, students should get a good night sleep
and wake up to a good breakfast in the morning. During the test,
students should stay positive and focus.
Many students, including myself, have had some stress during
Regents week. However, I usually manage to slow down and think
positive during the test when is going on. What you should remember to
do is if don't know the answer to a question, eliminate any you don’t
think are right, and choose the best from the rest.
According to Ms. Johnston, you should “get an hour and half more
sleep each night than usual, and exercise more frequently.” As well, she
states she also “looks up different teaching strategies to effectively
instruct the student in study skills that are helpful ways to learn, so that
they can do their best.” Although she does not recommend it, she drinks
a lot of coffee.
Michael Nicotera also says what he does to prepare for Regents
week exams. He comments, “I try to stay positive through the test and
study hard. My attitude during regents week is ‘don't worry, I will be
fine, just try my best.’”
Nick Lagasse states he usually “gets a good night sleep and takes his
time during the test and tries his best to get through the tests.”

http://gramercyhs.org/regents-weekjan-22nd-jan-25th/

http://www.johndeweyhighschool.org/
category/exams/
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Jobs and Summer Activities
Olivia Niebuhr
Since school is coming to end many people may want to look for jobs,
internships and even some things to do during the summer.
Some jobs that you can look for in the summer is grocery stores like
Hannaford, Price Chopper, Channatry’s and even Aldi’s that pays $13.50 per
hour. You can even work at places in the mall, especially the new bowling alley,
Pinz and they are giving out applications now. Mari-Lea Gazzal stated, “I
would like to work at a summer program, but if not then I want to find a job.”
Also, you can even work at Dunkin Donuts, Byrne Dairy and McDonald’s. If
you want to look for more jobs available you can look online.
There are even some opportunities to be able to do an internship. MVCC
has an internship where you are responsible for kids and teens who are
participating in the College for Kids and Teens Summer Career Camps and
also to assist the instructor. This is a paid internship where you can get paid $12
an hour. There are also many different types of engineering internships and
different kinds of human resources internships. You can search internships
online and there will be many different kinds that will show up.
Since summer is coming soon here are some things you can do. You can go
to the beach like, Delta Lake, Verona State Beach, Green Lake, Sylvan Beach
and many more. You could also go to the park and walk trails like Sherrill
Brook Park, Mohawk River Trail, Kirkland Town Park and many more.
Mari-Lea Gazzal stated, “I will be spending most of my time at my camp
at Otter Lake and probably hangout with my family and friends.” Also, if you
have a dog you can go for a walk with them at the parks or go to a dog park.
Some dog parks include the Sherrill Brook Park which has its own place for
dogs, Wegmans Good Dog Park, Lakeside Dog Park and others.
You can even rent a camp with family and friends like Brantingham Lake,
Otter Lake, and Old Forge.
So there are many things you can do over the summer between having a
job, going for a internship and just doing many different things to have fun
during your summer before school starts again.

http://www.successfulmeetings.com/Strategy/SMHow-To/How-to-Hire-Someone-for-a-Job-YouDon-t-Know-How-to-Do/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake
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Sustainability
Charmy Rani
Once you start, you won’t be able to stop thinking about it. Climate change is a real threat
to humans everywhere. According to the United Nations, by 2030 we need to reduce the
amount of human-caused CO2 by 45% and reach net zero around 2050. This means, as a
society, we must change, because if we ignore the United Nations report and continue living the
way we are, there will be irreversible damage to the Earth. By changing even one aspect of our
daily lives we all can make a difference for the better.
From the moment we all get out of bed, there are things we can improve about our daily lives. From
something as simple as taking a shorter shower in the morning, to maybe something a little more outgoing, by
getting a bamboo toothbrush instead of a plastic one.
Unlike plastic, bamboo is biodegradable, which means it will break down much faster and therefore cause a lot less damage to the
Earth, especially marine life. They also cost around the same amount of money as plastic toothbrushes, so there is no reason not to buy
one.
If taking shorter showers and transitioning to bamboo toothbrushes is too much too soon, there are a few more things that you could
do in order to help the earth. For example, when packing a lunch, instead of grabbing a plastic bag, go for a reusable container. By reusing
a container instead of buying Ziploc bags, not only will your family save money, but it also is an easy step towards helping the planet.
The United Nations has also made some recommendations, and believes that a global shift toward plant-based food is vital if we are
to combat the worst effects of climate change. So by having a vegan or vegetarian breakfast and eliminating animal products for just one
meal a day, you can help make a large difference. So tomorrow morning, maybe go for a green smoothie and fresh fruits instead of eggs
and bacon. If you’re more of a coffee person and just have to have your Dunkin’ or Starbucks I encourage you to buy a reusable coffee
cup, the size of your everyday coffee that way you can ask the workers at the counter to fill up the cup for you. If you are more of a cold
coffee person and you insist on buying an iced coffee every day, go for almond or coconut milk instead of regular and again try investing in
reusable bottles and coffee cups and metal or biodegradable straws. These small changes just in the morning do add up so why not make a
positive change.
As your day progresses, there are even more easy changes you can incorporate into your daily life. As the weather gets warmer, instead
of driving to school, break out your bike, or possibly even walk. After all, it’s recommended that we get at least 10,000 steps a day which is
something that many Americans do not do. So what better way to get a head start on that than by walking? But if you live too far to walk
to school, take the bus. No teenager likes riding the bus, but if we all rode the bus even just one day per week it would help cut down
pollution by a large amount.
There are so many easy ways to get your friends and family involved as well. Ask your parents to go paperless for their bills, or
challenge your friends to try a new vegan breakfast recipe. Ask your teachers if you can email and share assignments online instead of
printing papers. Buy second hand clothing because fast fashion is contributing to the destruction of our resources. According to
sustainyourstyle.org “20,000 liters of water are needed to produce just 1kg of cotton. This generates tremendous pressure on this precious
resource, already scarce.” You can change this by wearing the clothes you already have and buying second hand clothes. Support
companies that fight global climate change and help clean up the planet such as 4ocean and United by Blue. Also next time go grocery
shopping with your parents, become aware of exactly how wasteful we are as humans, and change that by using a reusable grocery bag
and cutting down on single use plastics. Educate not only yourself but all those around you because we do not have much time left to save
our planet. Small changes that each individual makes everyday does add up and help. There are so many things we can do to help
ourselves out of our current problem, many more than those stated in this article but the fact is that we must do something. After all we do
not have a planet B so we have to think not only of our future but the future of those that will have to deal with our actions today.
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Sunscreen: Safe to use?
Sam Ward
Information about the potential risks of sunscreen has increased
recently as the U.S. Food and Drug Administration released new data.
According to the data, sunscreen is absorbed into the bloodstream which
could possibly have toxic side effects. This is an important discovery as
the hot summer season is quickly approaching.
This information brings up an important question: Should we still
be applying sunscreen? In my opinion, I believe that it is more
dangerous to avoid wearing sunscreen and going out into the sun
unprotected. Exposure to the rays leads to skin irritation, burns, and
potentially skin cancer. With this in mind, the dangers of unprotected
sun exposure far exceed the risks of sunscreen toxins.
When asked about how this news will affect his sunscreen routine,
Mike Stappenbeck responded by saying, “Even with all of this new
information, I will still continue to wear sunscreen as I am more worried
about skin damage than toxins from the sunscreen.”
The negative effects of unprotected exposure to the sun far
outweigh the unproven negative effects of sunscreen in the bloodstream.
Tyler Somerville, a junior, gave his opinion when he said, “I will still
wear sunscreen because it protects against the UV rays and that’s most
important to me as I have very fair skin.”
Some of the toxins that were found in the bloodstream after
applying sunscreen are oxybenzone, avobenzone, and octocrylene.
Ben Petell, a senior, when asked if he would continue to wear
sunscreen after these new discoveries stated, “No. I feel like there needs
to be changes in the sunscreen we use before I will feel comfortable
putting it on myself.”

http://avasol.com/org/blog/detail.htm?
_rid=The_Sun_is_Not_Evil#.XP6C69NKh70
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Advice to Relieve Any
Anxieties
Mari-Lea Gazzal
Having Anxiety? Struggling to find ways to destress?
Having a hard time sleeping at night? Keep reading to find
some different way that can help you relax and take your
anxiety away.
Many people struggle with anxiety every day; it’s never
something that is easy to deal with but trying these techniques
will make it easier to cope and go about your day with less
stress. Having a night of bad, short sleep could be a big reason
why you could be more anxious throughout your day. Make
sure you are getting a good night's rest and wake up to feel
restored. This will help you not dread your morning alarm.
Exercise is another great way to help reduce your anxieties,
get your mind off of all your stresses, get out of the house and
work on yourself.
Drinking green tea and reducing your caffeine intake can
really help with your anxiety. So many people look forward to a
nice cup of coffee in the morning for that extra boost in your
day; but try using green tea throughout the day instead of
having multiple coffees during the day. Doing this will help you
and your body to stay more hydrated and relaxed.
Try positive journaling or drawings, explore the world of
zen by doing some yoga or meditation. It will help you stay
calm and make you feel at peace by going into the subconscious
mind and helping you cope with an unnecessary emotions or
complications in your life.
Doing any of these techniques are simple and easy, but can
be a way to turn your life around.

https://teafloor.com/blog/tulsi-green-tearecipe/

https://www.google.com/search?
q=sleep&safe=strict&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS835US835&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiQk9enpeniAhUxmeAK
HfLoDQ4Q_AUIECgB&biw=927&bih=854#imgrc=GnwbWV9EDeNSgM:
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New Hartford Alumni;
Where Are They Now?
Class of 2006
Rachel Schultz
The class of 2006 graduated almost 13 years ago and
have many memories of our ever changing school. Many have
families of their own and are working in the fields they dreamed
of as they sat in classrooms, here in New Hartford. Travis Owens
and Katrina Marshall both recently looked back on their years
spent in our town.
Travis Owens works at New York Central Mutual, an
insurance company in Edmeston, New York. “I'm a Product
Manager at NYCM Insurance; I oversee the growth and
profitability of our auto insurance products,” Owens wrote. He
went to St. Lawrence University and graduated with a degree in
Economics.
Owens has many memories of his years in New
Hartford; “My fondest memory is playing football by far,
especially senior year. Football was something I was really
passionate about and where I learned the importance of a team,
working hard, believing in yourself, and pushing yourself. I
formed a lot of great friendships with teammates that will last a
lifetime and learned so much from my coaches.” As well as his
memories, the teachers stuck out to him the most, pointing out
their drive to help every student do well and continue to grow.
Owens said that he would have been interested in taking either a
writing course or journalism during his years at New Hartford
Senior High School. Owens’ favorite class was math, “...it really
was math! I was good at math and there was always a correct
answer.”
What is Travis doing today? “My 13 month old keeps
me pretty busy for the most part, ha. I enjoy hanging out with
my family, going to the movies, doing work around the house,
golfing on occasion, and traveling (even if it's only weekend
trips),” Owens wrote. He also has a word of advice that is very
important, especially for current students. Owens wrote, “Stay
true to yourself and be confident in who you are. Self-confidence
is so important and it's something that will carry you through the
rest of your life.”

Katrina Marshall is another member of the class of 2006.
Today, she works at SUNY Cortland as an Athletic Trainer for
Recreational Sports. She attended Ithaca College for athletic training,
and later went back for her Masters degree. Marshall has many
memories of her years at New Hartford, and the stories to go along
with them.
When Marshall wrote of her fondest memory at New
Hartford, she shared the story of “playing JV softball against the rival
of the time VVS. I had to bunt on 2 strikes but I had no idea if I
bunted and it went foul I would be out and we would lose. The
winning run was on second, I bunted, it was way too close to going
foul. The other team waited for it to go foul, it stayed on the line the
whole time— I made it to first and my teammate ran from second to
home to win the game!” Marshall also remembers the fun time she
spent at prom, enjoying another dance with her friends.
Marshall describes her life today: “ I enjoy spending time with
family and friends, hiking, kayaking, reading and taking every chance I
can to travel and do something new. On a quiet night, I love spending
time with my kitty Penny.” In her high school days, her favorite class
was Calculus with Mr. Pelland. She wishes that she had taken a shop
class or a trade through BOCES. Marshall said that what sticks out to
her about the school is the opportunities it provides for students.
“There are so many students in other schools that do not have the
options or opportunity to create a path of their own,” Marshall wrote.
Lastly, Marshall had very good advice for today’s students, “Get out of
your comfort zone and try something new. Do not be afraid to
challenge yourself, you will be surprised at how much you are capable
of if you just give it a whirl. Take advantage of the opportunities high
school/life offers and enjoy every moment.”
The class of 2006 has accomplished so much in the years
since their graduation, and both Owens and Marshall are proof. These
two show how supportive New Hartford was in helping them through
high school, as it guided them both towards college into the fields they
desired. This class is approaching their thirteenth anniversary of
graduation, and all have much more ahead of them in the coming
years!
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NBA Draft
Mike Stappenbeck
The 2019 NBA draft has the potential to be the most popular

draft ever. Zion Williamson is the key name to know going into
the draft. He was the college player who helped sell out almost
every game he played away or home. Williamson, along with RJ
Barrett, Cam Reddish, and the rest of the Duke team have taken
over the first round and those guys will most likely be one of the
first ten picks.
The NBA draft lottery was one of the most shocking things
to happen this year, the New Orleans Pelicans received the
number one pick, which will most likely be Zion Williamson. The
Pelicans has a 6% chance of receiving the first pick of the draft
opposed to the New York Knicks’ 14% chance. There is some
controversy over the lottery draft because people believe that the
first pick should go to the worst team because that player is most
likely to make a positive impact on the team. Anthony Trevisani
states, “They need to get rid of the draft lottery. Teams who have
the worst season should have the best players.” Anthony’s point
makes a lot of sense for it is how the NFL draft works, and taking
that best player makes a big difference for a team.
An example would be Baker Mayfield. Mayfield was the best
Quarterback in the NCAA and went first pick to the worst NFL
team, the Cleveland Browns. Mayfield made a big impact in
Cleveland improving the Browns record from 0-16 to 6-10. All
this could not have been done if Baker Mayfield went to another

“I thought it was
exciting to see that the
Pelicans will receive the
best and most popular
player in decades.”
--Josh Farmer

team that was slightly better than the Browns.
The Pelicans aren’t the rock bottom of the league, but they
are floating around down there, and the lottery pick goes to one
of those “bottom of the league” teams. Josh Farmer is a man who
supports the lottery. He says, “I thought it was exciting to see that
the Pelicans will receive the best and most popular player in
decades.”
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Streaming: The Next Powerhouse in Entertainment
Tyler Somerville
Click, watch, repeat. That’s the
pay a month on TV bills. The
process of watching shows in the
average cable bill is $85 a month
current day.
and the average satellite bill is
Even though streaming
$100 a month according to USA
services have been around for the
Today. Compare that with the
past 10 years, they are now just
monthly bills of Netflix starting
starting to become a huge impact
at $8.99 a month and Hulu
on how people watch
starting at $5.99 a month, there’s
entertainment. Instead of scrolling
a real incentive in switching to
through TV channels and waiting
streaming services.
for a show to come on, users can
Another great bonus to
log on to services like Netflix and
streaming services is the fact that
Logos of Streaming Services from The Tartan
Hulu and watch a show in seconds.
you can choose what to pay for.
An example of the ever
If you like the shows or original
increasing power streaming services have is Netflix being at risk
programming Netflix provides, you can subscribe to Netflix and
of losing some of its shows. This seems contradictory, but Netflix
not have to get other stuff bundled along that you have to pay for
might lose these shows to other streaming services.
and don’t want. Hulu even provides a TV streaming service
Netflix almost lost its permission to stream the hit show
which includes most television channels for $45 a month, still a
Friends as their deal with AT&T ended in late 2018. According to
great deal compared to the cost of traditional cable bills.
the New York Times, Netflix had to cough up $100 million to keep
Original programming is yet another great aspect of
the show for a year, a far cry to the $30 million a year Netflix
streaming services. Many services offer original programing
paid prior to the deal ending. After January 2020, Netflix might
including movies and shows. Even though this seems like an
lose the show for good as AT&T is planning to release a
obvious thing, streaming services can offer more variety in the
streaming service that year.
types of shows they offer as they don’t have to worry about
Netflix is also at risk of losing shows like The Office (US) and
television censors or traditional guidelines. Original
Parks and Recreation. According to Business Insider, Netflix has a deal
programming can also come out quicker than content offered on
with NBC to stream The Office and Parks and Recreation until 2021.
television. Netflix is a great example of this as they release many
However, NBC plans on releasing a streaming service by the end
original movies and shows each month. All of this content makes
of 2019, so Netflix will probably lose rights to stream the two
it more assuring to people cutting their cable that they’re getting
shows once the deal is over as NBC wants their shows on their
value.
service.
Overall, streaming services are becoming the go to way for
Not only could this be detrimental to Netflix, as those three
people to enjoy their favorite shows and movies. The price, the
shows are their most popular programs, but this shows how big
freedom, and the original programming are all great incentives
the streaming industry could get, as two of the biggest television
for people to cut the cord. If you haven’t yet, think about the
companies are getting their feet into the door of online
benefits of cutting the cord and you will be able to watch
streaming.
entertainment not only more enjoyably, but also more affordably.
One of the main reasons that streaming is becoming such a
big market is that many people want to lower the amount they
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Entertainment
The Bachelorette
Charmy Rani
Every Monday night, many around the nation tune in to watch Hannah
Brown on her journey to find true love on The Bachelorette. Among the large
group viewers of the reality show are a group of 10 New Hartford students
ranging from sophomores to seniors. This group of students have bonded
over their love for the TV show and their love for a certain couple.
Each Monday night the groupchat is alive with texts from each
individual and their reactions to Hannah Brown’s decisions and the show in
general. After the first episode they sent in their brackets in the group chat
trying to determine which lucky guy will end up winning Hannah Brown’s
heart. These brackets ranged from simple guesses to having complex reasons
behind them. Brackets ranged from simple lists to ones that had faces and
were colorized and unique. The group is fighting for bragging rights with
these brackets and the fact that they are allowed to unofficially play
matchmaker as the show goes on.
Olivia Cuchiarale, a junior who is part of this group, revealed that there
are so many people who think The Bachelorette is just as intense as March
Madness, if not crazier. Cuchiarale explains, “There are watches and,
especially for the finale, there are parties-- people go all out.”
Matt Bailey, agrees with Cuchiarale but is a bit more skeptical, “I
question the whole idea of the couple being able to marry since they haven’t
dated incredibly long.”
Nevertheless, the group definitely has certain people they root for each
night and when Hannah Brown does not choose whom they were rooting
for, there is genuine outrage that carries on into conversation in the next day.
There are some shows that people just love to hate, but watch anyway.
The Bachelorette is not one of those shows for this group. They love the show
and get excited for Monday night. If someone misses an episode or was
unable to watch for whatever reason, they are always caught up the next day.
This is a show people enjoy watching and enjoy talking about. So if
your ever bored on a Monday night, try watching The Bachelorette to see what
the strong fan base is all about.

This season’s poster featuring the Bachelorette, Hannah Brown
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ENTERTAINMENT
Here Comes the Cowboy
Review
Nicholas Thielemann
Mac Demarco, one of the more down-to-earth solo
musicians in the world of contemporaries, recently released his
new album Here Comes the Cowboy.
Expectations for the album remained high through the
singles and live performances by the artist. However, the reality is
less appealing.

Image ripped from normanrecords.com

On March 5th, 2019, the musician released a single
titled “Nobody” off the album, revealing the entire track listing
along with it. Later on April 30th, he released “All of Our
Yesterdays,” doing a live performance of the song on The Tonight
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon as well. And just days before the album
released on May 10th, he put out the last single off the album,
“On the Square.”
The promotions and singles on the album made fans’
expectations go wild. However, when the album released,
reception was mixed, with Treble Zine calling it “a breath of fresh
air from Mac’s sometimes too-jangly rock,” while The Needle Drop
gave it a score of 3/10.

The singles that released from the album were fairly
good, with “On the Square” bringing a wide piano tone that
makes the song feel a lot fuller than most of the other tracks.
Moreover, “All of Our Yesterdays” brings back some of the old
Demarco sound that we don’t see too much of on this album.
Most of the songs on the album are slow and
repetitive, but the title track, “Here Comes the Cowboy,” stands
out especially. The song consists of the same guitar riff, lyrics, and
drum line that drones on for an agonizing three minutes.
Other tracks like “Little Dogs March” and “Choo
Choo” aren’t nearly as bad, but still carry a repetitive quality to
them, while also not featuring much complexity in the melodies.
The album as a whole carries a more depressing tone
than your average Demarco album. While this could have been a
great concept, the way Demarco achieves this is underwhelming.
The songs are overall very slow, and most of them feature a muted
and greasy guitar tone.
The song “Baby Bye Bye” was nearly a great finish to
the album, with an uplifting piano melody to start it off, bringing
back some of the magic that This Old Dog had. For the first minute
or so, the song is great.
However, once the first verse of the song is over, the
song slows to a crawl, with an acoustic guitar, maracas, and an out
of place slide guitar playing over the repeated phrase “Bye bye
baby, baby bye bye,” taking the repetitive qualities that the rest of
the album had back.
The second half of the song is considerably better,
however. Demarco gives his guitar a grimy, distorted tone over a
fluttery piano melody, ending the album with a much better feeling
than it would have without it.
So, there definitely are some good parts to the album.
However, a lot of it falls short of the bar that Demarco set with his
previous albums, which is why Here Comes the Cowboy gets a 4/10.
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NEWS
While Marvel movies will inevitably continue to be made,

Avengers: Endgame

the directors wanted the film to be a “bookend” to all the movies so far.

Did It Live Up to the Hype?

Anthony Russo said, “Our goal on this movie was simply to bring to the

By Grant Colerick

conclusion the 22 movies now that comprise the MCU (Marvel
Cinematic Universe)”.
One of the concerns going into the movie was its three hour

If you have not seen an Avengers commercial on TV lately,
then you must be living under a rock. Avengers: Endgame has been

runtime. This may lead some viewers to think that the movie has a lot of

hyped up to be one of the biggest movies of our generation. With the

“filler” material. This could not be further from the truth.

previous Avengers movie ending in a devastating cliff-hanger, people had
to patiently wait a whole year to see what happens next.
This was the finale to the 22 Marvel movies made before it.
Through each movie viewers have watched their favorite characters
change dramatically and mature in front of our eyes. Each movie was
intertwined through a minor plot line that has finally paid off in these last
two Avengers movies.
To add to the challenges this movie faced was the expiration
of Robert Downey Jr. and Chris Evans’ contracts with Marvel. Everyone
knew that this would likely be the last Marvel movies that either actor

The Russo Brothers explained the reasoning, saying, “We
suspected (that it was always going to need to be this long). Again, the
number of characters, the scope of the story, the fact that it was a
conclusion…. Everything lined up so that it was going to be a difficult
story to tell (and) would require a lot of screen time to tell it properly.
Overall, the Russo Brothers succeeded in creating the best
superhero film to date. While people that have not seen previous Marvel
movies will enjoy it, the viewers that have watched them since the
beginning will appreciate the movie so much more.

would be in. Marvel had to give both characters endings that would
satisfy the fans.
To add to the suspense of the movie, the directors, the
Russo brothers, claimed that none of the trailer clips were guaranteed to
be in the movie itself. This basically meant that fans could not dissect the
trailer for clues about the movie, as technically it could all be fake footage.
With everything considered, the film went above and
beyond and topped all expectations. Avengers: Endgame not only
provided a satisfying ending, but a perfectly-written plot that rewarded
fans that have watched since the beginning.
Every character in the movie gets their own chance to shine,

Marvel Image from dailyexpress.co.uk

which seems impossible given the movie’s large roster of characters.
However, Marvel is still able to to fit them all in.
The main antagonist of the movie, Thanos, picks up where
he left off in the previous movie as one of the greatest villains of our
generation. Played by Josh Brolin, Thanos is not the most menacing
villain, but has a clear motive and has proved he can succeed in beating
the heroes.
The movie was also an emotional moment for viewers along
with the actors. It felt like the ending of something enormous. Chris
Evans, the actor of Captain America, said, “Man, this one's really good. I
choked up like three times.”
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BEST FILMS OF 2018
Best Films of 2018
By Noah Love
After the disappointment of the 91st Academy Awards ceremony, I was just about ready to call 2018, overall, a bad year for film. But
while high profile blockbusters and arbitrary awards ceremonies may not have fully satisfied, there was still plenty of good to be found if you
took the time to look. There were certainly plenty of great movies outside of the paltry eight nominees for Best Picture (even then, only five
of those were genuinely great, in my opinion, sorry Bohemian Rhapsody, Green Book and Vice fans). From foreign language films, independent
pictures and modestly budgeted affairs, 2018 may not have been as great as 2016 or 2017 for movies, but that doesn’t mean there weren’t
any game changers, emotionally resonant or just plain entertaining films. While I didn’t get the chance to see every well regarded film from
the year that I wanted to (Blindspotting, Can You Ever Forgive Me?, Crazy Rich Asians, Isle of Dogs, Mirai, Shoplifters and Sorry to Bother You,
specifically) there were still plenty of great movies to talk about of the ones I did get the chance to see.
Since I don’t have the space to talk about every film I would recommend from 2018, I’ve included a brief honorable mentions circuit at
the end. Also included for anyone interested in checking out any of these films are MPAA ratings, for discretion, and where each film is
available outside of home media and cable. Finally, while I will talk about the films alphabetically, I will give some rankings and “best of ”
listings because, though they are incredibly arbitrary and subjective, I’ve found that many people enjoy seeing other people’s opinions (which
is ironic given how upset people get about others having different opinions from them). And do remember, while I tried to be objective to a
degree, this is really just my opinion, so take this list as you will. Hopefully, as is the ultimate goal of making this, you will find at least one
movie that you’ll love through this list. Thank you for reading this lengthy prologue and, without further ado, on to the list.

A Star is Born (2018)
For a list meant to introduce
people to great films from 2018 that
may have passed them by, it is ironic
to start off with one of the most
popular films of the year. But it would
be disingenuous to not include this
film because it is popular when it is
genuinely one of the best of the year.
Remakes typically get a bad rap
data:image/jpeg;base64,/9j/
for frequently being unnecessary and
inferior to the original (i.e. Psycho (1998), A Nightmare on Elm Street
(2010), City of Angels (1998), The Haunting (1999), etc.). A few have
done a good job at updating the original and even improved upon
it with new ideas and better filmmaking/resources (i.e. The Thing
(1982), The Departed (2006), Ben-Hur (1959), The Wizard of Oz
(1939), etc.). After the original A Star is Born, starring Janet Gaynor,
in 1937, one remake has fallen into the former category (the 1954
Judy Garland musical) and one in the latter (the 1976 Barbra
Streisand rock musical), and the film even got a 2011 Bollywood
rendition. One bad remake, one good remake and one foreign
remake sounds like enough for one story, but Bradley Cooper
begged to differ.
Being the fourth remake and fifth rendition of this story, and
seemingly being another vehicle for another well established star,

like the ‘76 version, this movie had the kiss of
death and was almost guaranteed to fail. And
then, a miracle happened. Bradley Cooper
made a strong showing for his first time
writing and directing, Lady Gaga gave a
surprisingly fantastic performance, and, along
with a strong script, soundtrack and updates
to the original films, the film not only meets
the quality of both the ‘37 and ‘54 versions,
but, arguably, exceeds them.
That on its own is incredibly impressive for a
film that seemed destined to fail. The film, in fact, became a
sleeper hit and one of the biggest films of the year. It was an
audience favorite, earning itself eight Oscar nominations,
including Best Picture, which, for some time, it was considered the
frontrunner for. Warner Bros. infamously bad campaign may have
unfortunately lead to it only taking home Best Original Song for
“Shallow” (a song that is still being played constantly on the radio),
but the film left its mark on audience hearts and it stands as a
testament to how even when everything is working against
something, artistic integrity and passion will always triumph.
MPAA Rating: R for language throughout, some sexuality/nudity and
substance abuse.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play Movies &
TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube
(Rent/Buy).
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BEST FILMS OF 2018
MPAA Rating: R for language throughout, including racial epithets, and
for disturbing/violent material and some sexual references.
Availability: HBO, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play
Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and
YouTube (Rent/Buy).

Boy, Erased

https://media2.fdncms.com/chicago/imager/u/original/55012401/blackkklansman.jpg

BlacKkKlansman
Spike Lee has had an interesting career, making many films of
varying quality over the years. He has made masterpieces like Do the
Right Thing (1989), Malcolm X (1992) and 25th Hour (2002) and
disasters like Oldboy (2013), a terrible remake of an outstanding
South Korean thriller, and She Hate Me (2004), a comedy that
received incredibly negative reviews throughout its limited release.
But the groundbreaking, iconic filmmaker finally burst back onto
the big screen and reminded us why he is so beloved with
BlacKkKlansman, which earned him his well deserved first nonhonorary Oscar (Best Adapted Screenplay).
BlacKkKlansman is based off of Ron Stallworth’s memoir of the
same name and tells the “crazy, outrageous, incredible” true story of
Stallworth’s (John David Washington) experience as the first africanamerican detective in 1970s Colorado Springs. When the police
department initially has him investigate a civil rights rally, Stallworth
decides to also investigate the Ku Klux Klan. Talking over the
phone to the local chapter while his Jewish partner Flip
Zimmerman (Adam Driver in an Oscar nominated role) takes the
role in person, the two are able to quickly rise up in the ranks of the
KKK and discover many of the true extent of the organization and
the lengths they would go to spread their hateful views.
Spike Lee’s signature biting satire and black comedy are on full
display here, but the performances, particularly John David
Washington and Adam Driver’s chemistry and charisma, and
endearing characters shine as well. Though the ending montage is
an incredibly powerful testament to how far we still have to go in
terms of race relations in America in the present day, it does come
at the expense of a narratively satisfying and conclusive ending to
the story.
Otherwise, however, BlacKkKlansman is absolutely one of the
best films of the year, with its performances, writing, direction and
editing all being top notch. It is an excellent return to form for Lee,
proving himself as a true master of the medium, despite his falters.
Hey, nobody’s perfect, but this film might convince you.

34 states in the US still allow
conversion therapy to be practiced on
minors, 36 on the completion of this film,
as stated at its close, but Massachusetts and
New York have since signed legislation
banning it, at least on minors, according to
data:image/jpeg;base64,/9j/
US News. Also stated at the end of this film,
at least 700,000 Americans alone have suffered through the
“treatment,” and that number is only an estimate that has continued
to grow everyday since this movie was made and released.
Based on Garrard Conley’s memoir of the same name, the film
tells a slightly altered version of Conley’s story, without sacrificing its
impact or message. Boy, Erased follows Conley, played by Lucas
Hedges and renamed Jared Eamons, as he is forced into conversion
therapy by his religious parents, doting housewife Nancy (Nicole
Kidman) and baptist preacher, Marshall (Russell Crowe), when he is
forcibly outed to them. At first a willing participant due to a
traumatic event in college and his religious upbringing, Jared soon
begins to question the institution’s methods and, reflecting on his
experiences, wonders if there is anything truly wrong with him.
Never capitalizing on the traumatic experiences of Conley and
so many other LGBT people, Joel Edgerton writes and directs with
great empathy, showcasing the horrors of this practice while also
showing restraint, trusting his audience will get the point with what
is shown and the implications the audience is only seeing a fraction
of what they are doing to people.
While pride month is dedicated to celebrating how far the
LGBT community has come in fighting for equal rights, it is
imperative to remember the painful parts of that history, and how
the fight is not yet over. With fantastic performances, an excellent
screenplay and sensitive direction, Boy, Erased may at times be a hard
and emotional experience (a scene towards the end between Jared
and his father hits particularly hard), especially for those who have
endured similar traumas to Jared/Gerrard, but it is a necessary
watch for any LGBT individual or ally.
MPAA Rating: R for sexual content including an assault, some language,
and brief drug use.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play Movies & TV (Rent/
Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).
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Burning
Burning is a strange film. It is
slowly paced and runs at about
two-and-a-half hours, which will
turn most audiences off of it, if
being a foreign language film
didn’t already. Throughout the
film, strange things happen that
don’t quite add up, its central
mystery doesn’t come into play until about half way
through and is left unsolved, and the film ends
abruptly on a shocking scene that feels like it should
be the point of attack or turning point, not the
resolution. And yet, that’s what makes it brilliant.
The film remains oddly compelling throughout
and its ambiguous nature makes it an easy, and in
some ways necessary, film to discuss with others. The
film keeps its audience guessing, giving slim-to-none of
its answers away. Films this up to interpretation don’t
come around that often, and while some are damaged
by their unending ambiguity, this film is highly
benefited by it.
The fantastic performances by Ah-in Yoo, Steven Yeun and
Jong-seo Jun, stunning cinematography, haunting score and
atmosphere that perfectly rides the line between enigma and dread
all make Burning a film that will keep you thinking about it for days
after you watch it.
This Film is Not Rated by the MPAA.
Suggested Rating: R for sexuality/nudity, some violence and language.
Availability: Netflix, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play
Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).

The Favourite
Absurdist comedy is a dying breed. It’s a product of the
serious, grounded nature of post-9/11 cinema. We rarely get films
that match the absurdist masterworks of years past like Le Charme
Discret de la Bourgeoisie (1972). Indie/arthouse director Yorgos
Lanthimos, however, seems to be creating unique films that often
match the absurdist mold, like The Lobster (2015). While The
Favourite may be his most accessible film, likely due to not being
written by him, his style and trademark dry humor and absurdism
is still very prevalent.
The Favourite tells the story of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough
(Rachel Weisz in an Oscar nominated role) and Abigail Marsham
(later Baroness Marsham, played by Emma Stone in an Oscar

nominated role) as they vie for
the affections of the physically
and mentally ill Queen Anne
(Olivia Colman in an Oscar
winning role) and the power that
comes along with it.
While based on real life women
and some true events, the film is
a largely fictional rendition of
these people and theories
surrounding their relations to
one another. But who ever said
that a film needed to be
completely, 100% accurate to
real life to be great? While
Bohemian Rhapsody feels
disingenuous in what it changes,
films like The Social Network
(2010) and Amadeus (1984) found
great success in loosely adapting
the truth for the purpose of a
narrative. And The Favourite
follows brilliantly in their footsteps.
Constantly, but never jarringly, switching from hilarious,
absurdist black comedy to genuinely heartbreaking drama, The
Favourite features possibly the best performance of the year and one
of the best characters in Olivia Colman as Queen Anne. There’s a
reason she won Best Actress after all. Anne is portrayed as pathetic
and childlike, such a ridiculous character you wonder how she ever
became queen (which is, in fact, that underlying satire). But we
soon realize that she is not really leading, Sarah is, and that Anne
is, in fact, a character marred by tragedy, going from a person of
ridicule to one of great empathy in just one brilliantly acted scene
where she explains her pension for rabbits.
This is emblematic of the film’s frequent subversion of
expectations, shown in the beginning where we are introduced to
Abigail; it seems, at first, that she is traveling with her family to
Queen Anne, like they are relatives of sorts, with the man across
from her looking like her boyfriend or fiance. But we soon realize
that she is not related to Anne, but Sarah, and that she is
impoverished and alone, with the man across from her not being
flirtatious, but inappropriately ogling.
The screenplay is nearly perfect, with Lanthimos’s unique style
bringing its strange nature to life beautifully. Colman, Stone and
Weisz are all absolutely brilliant, giving top notch performances
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BEST FILMS OF 2018
with brazing commitment to the story’s underlying ridiculousness.
The Favourite may not be the most serious or “normal” film, but who
would want to see another generic British period piece? The unique
approach was refreshing and lead to the film being one of the most
entertainingly insane and absurd films of the year, but also one of
the most well made and surprisingly powerful and thought
provoking. If you want to see beautiful period piece aesthetics,
unique filmmaking, brilliant writing and thought provoking satire
and characterization, The Favourite is absolutely the film for you.
MPAA Rating: R for strong sexual content, nudity and language.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play Movies &
TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube
(Rent/Buy).

First Reformed
When I first heard of this film and saw the poster, I assumed it
was a horror film akin to The Exorcist (1972). While it doesn’t feature
spinning heads, demonic possession of any sort or can really even
be classified as a “horror” film, First Reformed is still a terrifying
film, only in an existential and spiritual kind of way. But it is also
deeply resonant on an emotional level and beautiful in a way that
few other films are.
First Reformed follows the reverend of First Reformed Church in
Snowbridge, New York, Ernst Toller (Ethan Hawke), who is
suffering from an unknown illness. A young pregnant woman, Mary
Mensana (Amanda Seyfried), approaches him to come and help her
paranoid husband, Michael (Phillip Ettinger) who is obsessed with
climate change and doesn’t want to bring a baby into a world like
this. As Ernst develops a friendship with Mary, tragedy strikes and
he begins having a crisis of faith, looking to help from fellow pastor
Joel Jeffers (Cedric Kyle) and his friend Esther (Victoria Hill), who is
left ambiguous as to whether or not she is his ex-wife. As Ernst dives
deeper into research on the environment, his relationship with
Mary and intense self-reflection, he builds to a point where we
begin to wonder how much of his sanity is left.
Ethan Hawke delivers a tremendous performance and brings
renowned filmmaker Paul Schrader’s Oscar nominated script to life
with incredible passion. The script is remarkably layered, seeming
relatively basic and straightforward, but with strange things laid
throughout, only realizing just how much is under the surface when
you’re forced to reflect after its abrupt ending.
This is not a film about climate change, nor is it a film about
Christianity. It doesn’t go into the debate surrounding climate
change, nor does it condemn or endorse any particular religion,
though religious imagery is prominent. Rather, it uses those ideas to

explore much deeper themes about humanity and existence, and
build a rich character study out of it. I am not religious, and yet this
film left me reeling, which speaks to how the point of the movie is
not in any way religious.
First Reformed is a film best gone into with little knowledge, to
just let the experience wash over you and reflect on it after. It’s
gorgeous cinematography, score and brilliant central performance
will keep you captivated, while its layered screenplay will keep you
thinking. There’s not much else to say, other than to absolutely
check it out. It is certainly a film that merits discussion.
MPAA Rating: R for some disturbing violent images.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google
Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy)
and YouTube (Rent/Buy).

Hereditary
This is one of the few films this year to have become infamous,
not only for a particular shocking scene (often referred to as “that
scene,” which refrains from spoilers, but anyone who’s seen it will
know exactly what scene is being referred to) not even halfway
through but also Toni Collette’s powerhouse performance that was
shockingly snubbed at the Oscars.
When Annie’s (Collette) mother, whom she had a very strained
relationship with, passes away, her strange, distant daughter, Charlie
(Milly Shapiro), who was very close with her grandmother, begins to
have strange occurrences happen around her as she grieves. When
tragedy strikes, Annie and her son, Peter’s (Alex Wolff), relationship
starts to fall apart, and as her husband, Steve (Gabriel Byrne), tries
to keep the family together, she begins to unearth dark secrets about
her mother and desperately tries to save her family from a sinister
fate they’ve inherited from the matriarch.
Though the film errs on the side of showing/explaining too
much where ambiguity would have fit better in its final act, the
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If Beale Street Could Talk

harrowing family drama and exploration of grief and trauma that
most of the film explores hits so hard that it’s impossible not to still
rank it among the best of the year. It seems that people generally
put far too much weight on the way a film ends, to the point where
I’ve seen people call a film bad just for a mediocre finale, even if
the rest of it was fantastic. While I have issues with the way
Hereditary goes in the third act (And even then, I understand the
purpose of the ending thematically, even if it doesn’t entirely work
narratively), that doesn’t mean I should ignore how the rest of the
movie made me feel.
The truth is, I have never felt such a deep feeling of horror,
dread, unease, devastation and other feelings I can’t put into words
other than “upsetting.” This is not fun horror, the scary movie you
put on at a party with friends or “so-bad-it’s-good” horror you
make fun of with friends. This film hits on a level that few others
ever have, burning the memory of Toni Collette’s anguished
screams deep into the recesses of your soul.
If you want a punch-to-the-gut (more like a freight train to the
gut) and to feel a sense of horror beyond anything you have ever
felt, this is the film for you. Ari Aster uses the horror genre to its
highest potential, exploring real life tragedy through the lens of an
unsettling, disturbing experience that feels only slightly out of the
realm of possibility. It is brilliant, perhaps not for everyone, and
not exactly a fun watch, but certainly
an experience you will never
forget.
MPAA Rating: R for horror violence,
disturbing images, language, drug use
and brief graphic nudity.
Availability: Amazon Prime,
Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy),
Google Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy),
iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/
Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).

Barry Jenkins had a lot to live up to with his sophomore
feature, after his freshman entry, Moonlight (2016), brought such
high critical acclaim. While the so-called “sophomore slump”
seems to afflict many directors, Jenkins is, thankfully, not one of
them.
Based on James Baldwin’s novel of the same name, the film
follows Clementine “Tish” Rivers (Kiki Layne) and Alonzo
“Fonny” Hunt (Stephan James), a young couple living happily
together in 1970s Harlem, whose lives are upended when Fonny is
arrested for a crime he didn’t commit. After Tish finds out she is
pregnant, she, along with her mother, Sharon (Regina King in an
Oscar winning performance), her sister, Ernestine (Teyonah
Parris), her father, Joseph (Colman Domingo) and Fonny’s father,
Frank (Michael Beach), race to prove Fonny’s innocence before the
birth of their child.
Baldwin’s novel is a beautiful, lyrical novel that shows how far
people will go for love, while also exploring the bias towards
African-Americans in the criminal justice system, an issue that still
remains relevant. Which is, perhaps, in the light of progressive
movements like “Black Lives Matter,” why Jenkins chose to adapt
this novel now.
Whatever the case, If Beale Street Could Talk translates Baldwin’s
beautiful prose perfectly to cinema, with tour de force
performances, gorgeous cinematography, a beautiful score and
Jenkins incredible talent for writing and direction still on full
display following Moonlight. The film tackles difficult subject matter
in one of the best ways you can; by putting the audience into the
shoes of relatable, likeable characters and having an overarching
theme that can reach most anyone; love.
A beautiful, timeless, important film, If Beale Street Could Talk
deserved more praise and attention than it unfortunately got,
being buried under other, arguably worse, films in the market and
awards circuit. But it is easily one of
the best films of the year and one of
the few adaptations I can confidently
say is better than the source material.
MPAA Rating: R for language and some
sexual content.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video
(Rent/Buy), Google Play Movies & TV
(Rent/Buy), Hulu, iTunes (Rent/Buy),
VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube (Rent/
Buy).
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Leave No Trace
Before I have even discussed what I believe to be the best film
of 2018, I must concede that it is not my favorite film of the year,
but the runner-up. Many people believe that objective greatness,
impact and influence should supercede personal feelings and
emotion, but when it comes to what is your favorite of something,
you can be forgiven if it isn’t the most perfect, critically acclaimed
masterpiece. Leave No Trace is, bar none, my favorite film of 2018.
Never oversaturating itself with needless exposition or exploring
superfluous characters or subplots, this film never misses a beat in
its story and never over (Suspiria (2018), Mission Impossible: Fallout) or
under (Cold War, Bohemian Rhapsody) stays its welcome.
Leave No Trace tells the simple tale of a PTSD ridden father
(Ben Foster), Will, and his growing daughter (Thomasin
McKenzie), Tom, living peacefully in the woodland of Portland,
Oregon. When they are caught and brought back into a society
they’d long since rejected, their paths begin to diverge as Tom
begins to gain her own sense of identity while Will struggles to reacclimate with the world.
This movie snuck up on me, as I was slowly making a dent in
my pile of films I missed in 2018 that I felt the need to watch
before writing this. I’d heard good things from a few reviews and
saw it on demand, so, on a whim, I rented it and watched it. And
not once did I regret that choice, find myself questioning anything
the film told me, critiquing small, insignificant details or wondering
about the run time. Instead, I was taken on a deeply emotional
journey that had me entranced, that never missed a beat and
absolutely floored me, to the point where I cried at the end.
McKenzie gives a mature, thoughtful performance well
beyond her years and Foster disappears completely into his role.
The cinematography and score are absolutely gorgeous and the
criminally underrated writer/director Debra Granik (she co-wrote
the script with Anne Rosellini) once again impresses with a subtle
and somber film that may not be as big and bombastic as others,
but is just as impressive.
I was shocked upon realizing that the film received not one
Oscar nomination, another mistake out of many the Academy
made this year. Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actor, Best Actress,
Best Adapted Screenplay, Best Cinematography, Best Original
Score, Best Sound Mixing and Best Film Editing were all
completely earned here, much more than quite a few of the films
that were actually nominated or even won. It can be hard to
explain why something means so much to you, but what I can say is
this; if you only watch one film from this list, make it this one. It is
truly incredible.

MPAA Rating: PG for some thematic elements.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google
Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy)
and YouTube (Rent/Buy).

Roma
With my favorite film of 2018 out of the way, it’s time to talk
about what I think is, objectively, the best film of 2018. Roma is a
masterpiece and Alfonso Cuarón is a genius, plain and simple.
Leave No Trace may have been my favorite film of the year, but Roma
is a close second. The only problem is that it is completely
unavailable outside of Netflix, as it seems they are not keen on
releasing their original properties on home media, despite mine
and others’ insistence. But films this good make the subscription
worth it.
Roma takes place in the titular neighborhood (Colonia Roma)
of Mexico City from 1970-1971. Cleo (Yalitza Aparicio, in her
debut film role that garnered her an Oscar nomination) is the livein housekeeper of an upper-class family. As Mexico experiences a
tumultuous year, so does Cleo and the family, whose lives are
upended by the father, Antonio (Fernando Grediaga), leaving the
mother, Sofia (Marina de Tavira in an Oscar nominated role), and
Cleo realizing she is pregnant.
Massive in scope for such an intimate story, the film reminds
me of Boyhood (2014) in how it is a filmmaking marvel while telling
a relatively small story. Both films are also concerned less with story
and plot and more with simply showing part of a person’s life
realistically.
Roma is perhaps the only film of the year I can truly call a
masterpiece. It is a tour-de-force of filmmaking like few others.
Though it is often meandering, to the point where I’ve heard some
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call it boring, the small details never feel superfluous,
and Cuarón’s iconic long-takes are in full display here
with some of the most gorgeous cinematography I’ve
ever seen.
A film of unbridled beauty, lyricism and deceptive
simplicity, Roma is difficult to talk about without getting
into a full breakdown and analysis of every tiny, little,
incredible detail that make it so impressive from a
filmmaking perspective and so resonant from an
emotional perspective. If you ever wanted to see a film
of true artistic beauty and mastery, Roma is it.
MPAA Rating: R for graphic nudity, some disturbing images,
and language.
Availability: Netflix.

Searching
Unlike A Star is Born, which I decided to include despite how
much everyone has already raved about it, I struggled to do so with
another one of my favorite films of the year that was a major
success, A Quiet Place. A Star is Born, I believe, has people who do not
care to see it either because they do not trust the hype around it or
don’t believe it could justify its existence among four other versions
of the story. Everyone who would enjoy or want to see A Quiet Place,
though, has probably already seen it. The film would deserve an
entire article on its own anyway which I don’t have, so instead, I
felt like I’d give the spotlight to another fantastic thriller.
Unfriended may have soured the waters of using this gimmick,
that is, setting a film entirely on a computer screen, but Searching
proved, against all odds, that it can be done well and be used to
enhance the experience of an already solid film. When David’s
(John Cho) daughter Margot (Michelle La) goes missing, he begins
a desperate search for her, going into her laptop to find any
information that might lead to her rescue. However, as he dives
deeper into Margot’s internet life, he discovers just how little he
really knew about her.
While the film’s basic plot seems rather generic, it is more of a
catalyst not only for a suspenseful, edge-of-your-seat mystery, but
also a compelling personal drama about the broken relationship
between David and Margot. The film is able to slowly get you
deeply attached to the characters through its Up (2009) style
opening montage and strong character development weaved
throughout. This culminates in the white knuckle climax that leaves
you holding your breath waiting to see what happens, hoping that
it works out. While I’ve heard complaints that the ending doesn’t

go the full mile, I felt it worked overall thematically to have it end
the way it does rather than going as dark and depressing as it
reasonably could have. Where it went instead ended up being more
emotionally satisfying overall.
Searching is a smart, well-written thriller that takes a potentially
damaging gimmick and uses it to its advantage, becoming one of
the most accessible films of the year, while also remaining
emotionally resonant and thematically rich. Whether you’re up for
an entertaining mystery/thriller or an intense family drama with a
fantastic central performance, Searching is a great film that deserves
more attention.
MPAA Rating: PG-13 for thematic content, some drug and sexual
references, and for language.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play Movies &
TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube
(Rent/Buy).
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Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse
In a year with Pixar’s Incredibles II, it’s
surprising to see that far and away the best
animated film of the year, as most people I’ve seen
agree, is Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse.
When Peter Parker (Chris Pine) is killed and
Miles Morales (Shameik Moore), a young genius
struggling to find himself, is bitten by a familiar
radioactive spider, dimensions begin to collide due
to Wilson Fisk’s (Liev Schreiber), better known as
Kingpin, meddling with the space-time
continuum in his attempts to bring back his
family. As Miles begins to discover his new
abilities, he meets an alternate version of Peter
(Jake Johnson), Gwen Stacy (Hailee Steinfeld) and
other “Spider-Men” (including Nicholas Cage as Spider-Noir, John
Mulaney as Spider-Ham and Kimiko Glenn as Peni Parker) and the
group races to close the rift before the whole universe closes in on
itself.
This film took my breath away, with its incredible animation,
hilarious comedy, breathless action, a surprisingly emotional story
and well developed, endearing characters. The “leap of faith” scene
literally sent chills down my spine, and I knew that this film would
win Best Animated Feature or there would be a riot. Luckily, it did
win and the film’s initially mediocre box office exploded as word
spread about just how good this film was, showing just how much
quality truly does have a major impact on a film’s box office (refer
back to A Star is Born (2018) for another example).
SONY Pictures Animation typically shills out animated features
with little to no effort put into them simply to capitalize on current
trends that only perpetuate the stereotype that animation is just for
children and that children cannot be treated with any sort of
intelligence or be exposed to more mature subject matter. It’s
refreshing then to see this film, which clearly had a lot of love and
effort poured into it by everyone involved.
If you haven’t already, watch this film. It is a fast paced,
brilliant adventure that hits hard while also being supremely
entertaining and breaks new ground for the medium of animation.
Hopefully, it is a step in the right direction towards giving this
incredible medium the respect it deserves.
MPAA Rating: PG for frenetic sequences of animated action violence,
thematic elements and mild language.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy) and
VUDU (Rent/Buy).

Suspiria
You know it’s a strange year for film when
two remakes make the best of the year list,
but this is certainly a strange film, one of
the strangest I’ve ever seen in fact, and it’s
fascinating. A loose remake of Dario
Argento’s 1977 Italian Giallo horror
classic of the same name, Suspiria (2018)
takes place in 1977 and tells the story of
Suzy Bannion (Dakota Johnson), a young
woman who, after the death of her
overbearing mother, arrives in Germany to
audition for a distinguished dance
academy that she feels inexplicably drawn
to. Run by Madame Blanc (Tilda
Swinton), the dance academy is actually a front for a coven of
witches who begin to indoctrinate Suzy. Meanwhile, a psychiatrist,
Dr. Josef Klemperer (interestingly, also played by Tilda Swinton,
credited as Lutz Ebersdorf) begins to investigate the disappearance
of his patient, Patricia Hingle (Chloe Grace Moretz) who had
become hysterical and claimed the academy was trying to kill her.
Feeling guilty for not listening to her paranoia and noticing
similarities to the disappearance of his wife, whom Patricia
reminded him of, years prior Josef begins to discover the truth
behind the academy, all while the events of the “German Autumn”
go on in the background.
If that sounds like a lot, well, it is. The film doesn’t always
balance everything that is going on in it very well. The film runs for
two and a half hours and sometimes feels like it could have been cut
down a decent amount. Germany’s tumultuous post-World War II,
peri-Cold War history almost feels like an afterthought and doesn’t
fit perfectly with the rest of the story, and Dr. Klemperer’s sub-plot
of finding out what happened to his wife, while powerful and
thematically relevant, also doesn’t build a whole connection with the
central story of Suzy and the coven and almost feels like a different
film at times.
And yet, the film manages to be captivating and, in some ways,
hypnotic. At times, it is incredibly strange and darkly comic, and at
others, it is deeply unsettling and profoundly disturbing. What threw
me off most watching it was just how much it tried to distance itself
from Dario Argento’s classic original. Instead of recreating
Patricia’s iconic skylight death sequence, the film simply has her
disappear. The fact that the academy is a front for a witch coven is
never kept secret from the audience, where the original keeps it a
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mystery, only suggesting the possibility about halfway through, and
not fully revealing it until the climax. The film also portrays Suzy
as a strangely willing participant in her indoctrination, instead of
being horrified and fighting her way out of (and in the process,
destroying) the coven like Jessica Harper’s version of the character.
Even visually, the film is very different, with muted, winter colors
as opposed to the original’s bright, striking, almost fantastical
technicolor.
The film also subverts expectations with its casting. While
Tilda Swinton is outstanding as always, her character always has
an aura of mystery around her, her motivations and her loyalty.
Dakota Johnson’s eerie naivety and innocence begins to seem more
like a front as the film goes on. Mia Goth plays against type with a
charismatic, outgoing, social and, well, normal young woman who is
almost the polar opposite to her role in A Cure For Wellness (2016),
with her curiosity as to what is happening to her friends leading to
dangerous investigation. Goth’s version of Sara is actually
probably the most endearing character in the film, and I found
myself caring much more for her than I did for Stefania Casini’s
version in the original.
This film is far and away the most explicit entry on this list,
particularly during its over-the-top, insane climax that will
certainly satisfy the most voracious gore-hounds. It’s to the point
where I am somewhat surprised the film skated by into theaters
with an R rating, at least without having to cut anything down. It
is, perhaps, not only the most polarizing film on this list, but the
most polarizing film of the year. Which is why I feel so compelled
to recommend it, to see how many people fall in love with it versus
how many people absolutely detest it. Of course, if you don’t
actively watch horror films, particularly more artistic ones, you
almost definitely won’t like it. But for everyone else, this is a bizarre
experience that merits discussion no matter what you think of it.

Widows
Steven McQueen (no relation to the Cool Hand Luke (1967) star
of the same name) made rounds in the indie/arthouse market with
his first two films, Hunger (2008) and Shame (2011), both starring
Michael Fassbender. Soon, however, he exploded into critical and
financial success with his adaptation of Solomon Northup’s 1853
memoir, 12 Years a Slave (2013), which won multiple Oscars
including Best Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay and Best
Supporting Actress (Lupita Nyong'o).
With this success, McQueen finally set his sights on making his
passion project, and a script he’d had written for a long time.
Though it was so different from his previous films that it took
people aback and didn’t perform as well with critics, not quite
sweeping the awards season like it was expected to, Widows is still a
fantastic heist thriller elevated by McQueen’s arthouse sensibilities.
The film is about the titular “widows” of a group of bank
robbers who are killed in a botched get-away. Veronica (Viola
Davis), the wife of the group’s leader, Harry Rawlings (Liam
Neeson), is approached by corrupt politician Jamal Manning
(Brian Tyree Henry) and his enforcer brother Jatemme (Daniel
Kaluuya) and told that, since Harry is dead, she is indebted to him
$5 million to pay back the $2 million robbed from him in Harry’s
last job. Joined by Alice (Elizabeth Debicki) and Linda (Michelle
Rodriguez), two of the other widows, and Linda’s friend Belle
(Cynthia Erivo), Veronica puts into motion Harry’s plan (left
behind in notes and blueprints) to rob prominent politician Jack
Mulligan (Colin Farrell), and save themselves from the danger their
husbands left them in.
With the writer of Gone Girl, Gillian Flynn, co-writing the
script and McQueen’s brilliant direction behind it, there was never
any doubt that this would be a high energy thrill ride, and with
fantastic performances across the board from the ensemble cast, it

MPAA Rating: R for disturbing content involving ritualistic violence,
bloody images and graphic nudity, and for some language including sexual
references.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google
Play Movies & TV, iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube
(Rent/Buy).
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delivers. While it may not have been expected from McQueen,
that does not detract from how good the film is. While there is a bit
too much going on, the film ultimately manages to balance it well,
doing a particularly good job balancing its heavy themes with
entertaining thrills.
Is this McQueen’s best film? No. But does that make it bad?
Of course not! Regardless of how it compares to the rest of his
filmography, Widows is still a well-made, entertaining and yet still
thought provoking film. And the fact that it has engendered so
much discussion is a testament to its quality. Expectations can
often ruin a person’s enjoyment of a film, so sometimes, we just
need to go in as neutral as possible and just see what happens.
Widows is a great film, and hopefully by looking at it through that
lens, it will gain more appreciation over time.
MPAA Rating: R for violence, language throughout, and some sexual
content/nudity.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play Movies &
TV, iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).

You Were Never Really Here
Along with Debra Granik’s work on Leave No Trace, Lynne
Ramsay’s work on this film gives the Academy no excuse to have
not nominated a woman for Best Director.
This brutal subversion of the revenge thriller follows Joe
(Joaquin Phoenix), a man with severe PTSD following years of
abuse under his father and his experiences in both the military and
FBI. He works as an enforcer, armed with a hammer, tracking
down missing girls. However, when a job spins out of control and
he becomes involved in a conspiracy, his nightmares begin to
become reality.
Short and succinct with remarkably little dialogue and a
disturbing deconstruction of violence and revenge, You Were Never
Really Here is the antithesis to the revenge fantasy perpetuated by
numerous Hollywood productions. Joaquin Phoenix gives his best
performance as the deeply damaged Joe in a largely visual
performance and Lynne Ramsey’s direction perfectly translates
everything through visual “film” language, rather than needless
exposition.
The film’s story is, purposefully, one that we have seen many
times before, particularly reminiscent of Taxi Driver (1976), and is
therefore able to build certain expectations. These expectations are
either met in strange, unexpected ways (quiet and solemn over

loud and emotional) or are completely flipped (how violence is
handled) from how we usually see them in film.
You Were Never Really Here is a smart commentary on trauma
and the dangers of a typical, cathartic but fantastical revenge
fantasy. It takes the route of more gritty, disturbing, grounded films
like I Saw the Devil (2010) and a twisted subversion of expectations,
like that of Oldboy (2003). The American response to those
masterpieces, You Were Never Really Here is one of the most
fascinating and thought provoking films of the year that will make
you reflect on yourself, entertainment and the influence of media
on our mindsets, particularly surrounding violence. It is a quick
but compelling watch, and one that will stick in your head for far
longer than its runtime.
MPAA Rating: R for strong violence, disturbing and grisly Images,
language and brief nudity.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google
Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy)
and YouTube (Rent/Buy).
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FURTHER READING:
Honorable Mentions:
A Quiet Place
MPAA Rating: PG-13 for terror and some bloody images.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Hulu, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/
Buy) Google Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy),
VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).
Annihilation
MPAA Rating: R for violence, bloody images, language and some
sexuality.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Hulu, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/
Buy), Google Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy),
VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).
Black Panther
MPAA Rating: PG-13 for prolonged sequences of action violence,
and a brief rude gesture.
Availability: Netflix, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google
Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy) iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/
Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).
Cold War
MPAA Rating: R for some sexual content, nudity and language.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy).
Eighth Grade
MPAA Rating: R for language and some sexual material.
Suggested Rating: PG-13 for mature thematic material, sexual
material, and strong language - all involving teens.
Availability: Amazon Prime, Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy),
Google Play Movies & TV (Rent/Buy), iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU
(Rent/Buy) and YouTube (Rent/Buy).
Mission Impossible: Fallout
MPAA Rating: PG-13 for violence and intense sequences of
action, and for brief strong language.
Availability: Amazon Prime Video (Rent/Buy), Google Play
Movies & TV, iTunes (Rent/Buy), VUDU (Rent/Buy) and YouTube
(Rent/Buy).

Loosely Ordered Favorite Rankings:
Leave No Trace
Roma
If Beale Street Could Talk
The Favourite
First Reformed
Spider-Man: Into the Spiderverse
Burning
You Were Never Really Here
A Star is Born
Hereditary
Boy Erased
A Quiet Place
BlacKkKlansman
Widows
Suspiria (2018)
Eighth Grade
Searching
Cold War
Black Panther
Annihilation
Mission Impossible: Fallout

Best of the Year (Categories):
Best Film - Roma Best Directing - Alfonso Cuarón, Roma
Best Performances:
Bradley Cooper and Lady Gaga - A Star is Born
Michael B. Jordan - Black Panther
Yoo Ah-in - Burning
Olivia Colman - The Favourite
Ethan Hawke - First Reformed
Toni Collette - Hereditary
Regina King - If Beale Street Could Talk
Ben Foster and Thomasin McKenzie - Leave No Trace
Yalitza Aparicio - Roma
Viola Davis - Widows
Joaquin Phoenix - You Were Never Really Here
Best Ensemble - The Favourite and If Beale Street Could Talk
Olivia Colman, Emma Stone, Rachel Weisz, etc. (The Favourite)Kiki Layne,
Stephan James, Regina King, etc. (If Beale Street Could Talk)
Best Screenplay - The Favourite Written by Deborah Davis and Tony
McNamara Best Score - If Beale Street Could Talk Composed by
Nicholas Britell Best Song - “All the Stars” from Black Panther
Written by Kendrick Lamar, SZA, Anthony Tiffith and Soundwave
Performed by Kendrick Lamar and SZA Biggest Technical
Achievements (cinematography, editing, sound, etc.) - Roma Best Stunt
Choreography - Mission Impossible: FalloutStunt coordination by Wade
Eastwood
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MEET THE STAFF
Grant Colerick

One last Hurrah

Sam Ward

Nick Bartolotti

Grant Colerick is a guy with many interests and
hobbies that make him really well-rounded.
When asked what he likes to do in his spare time,
Grant mentioned how he loves to play basketball with his
friends. He’s a tall guy so he often plays center. His favorite
music is rap and he mentioned how his favorite rapper is
Drake as he was wearing an OVO (Drake’s brand)
sweatshirt. With the information that Grant is an avid
basketball fan, the follow up question was which NBA
team is he a fan of. He responded by stating that the
Houston Rockets is his favorite team and his favorite
player is their star, James Harden.
Next on the list of questions was whether or not
Grant had a job. He quickly responded with, “Yes, as a
matter of fact I mow lawns during all seasons excluding
winter.” He stated how he enjoys the work and it gives him
something to do.
With all of his activities Grant needs a way to get
around and he does this with his Chevy Impala that he has
had since this past summer. When asked what he plans to
do following High School, Grant made it clear that he
would like to study business, possibly at Syracuse
University.

As the school year comes to an end, Seniors at New
Hartford High prepare to say goodbye to the friends and the
memories they have made. The Senior Ball acts almost as a
farewell party for the upperclassmen.
New Hartford Senior Haley Wagner states, “I thought it
was a really good time, and The Stanley was a great place to
have it. But, it was way too hot. But it was fun to get dressed
up one last time.”
Almost the whole class was in attendance, everyone was
having a great time, and it was fun to hang out with some
different people. After ball, everybody got together and
celebrated the end of the year with each other. As the year
comes to a close, every student is ready to move on with their
lives, but not without one last get together with friends.

Any student may contribute to Spartan Expressions

Spartan Expressions is the New Hartford High School Articles and creative writing for consideration of publication must meet the following guidelines:

student newspaper. The NHHS journalism classes, taught by CONTENT:
Mr. Williams, as well as members of the Spartan Expressions
• No slanderous or libelous material will be tolerated.
club, produce the paper. Materials found to be published in • All reference to sex will be vague, scientific and will not use slang or be otherwise offensive.
the paper are the efforts of students who contribute and are • There will be no excess of violence or morbidity.
not intended to represent the opinion of any school official or • No promotion of the use of drugs, alcohol, or recreational sex.
member of the New Hartford Central School Board of
• No interference with the educational process.
Education. Reviews or references to businesses, services,
• Content shall be factual and unbiased and shall not be derogatory toward any person or group.
products or media do not represent an endorsement by the
SUBMISSION:
Board of Education. The copyright laws of the United States • All articles and creative writing must be typed and edited.
of America protect all materials published in Spartan
• Please email submissions to jclive@nhart.org at least a week before publication.
Expressions.
• See Mrs. Clive in Room 251 if you have questions or need assistance.
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CREATIVE WRITING
The Stars
Alyse Lisi
The stars have been here since the beginning of time. There’s a rumor about the stars, perhaps a belief, or a
childhood story.
It is said that they are aligned in our favor. They tell the future. They predict our actions. Horoscopes give
some people hope to what will come.
Stars are the one thing that stays constant throughout our whole lives. They have been in our galaxy for
billions of years.
Some say that we can’t change our future; however, that’s not true. For example, someone could be going
down a dark path, but because of someone or something, that person is able to change their life back. This can
coincide with a life instruction that Mrs. Hamilton, a Global teacher, reminds students of. She says, “Make U
Turns.”
No matter what others say, your future is yours. You can make it how you want it. There is no written rule
book on what you have to do.
If you’re ever worried about change, take a second, go outside when it’s dark, and lay down. Without any
distractions, look up at the stars. They’ll bring you peace and reassurance. Your future is in your hands. Choose
wisely.
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