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Indoor Percussion Ensemble,Winter Guard Score 2nd and 7th Place at Championships
By: Alexis Manore
The New Hartford Indoor Percussion Ensemble (NHIPE) and the New
Hartford Varsity Winter Guard went to their respective championships on April
1st and 2nd. NHIPE won 2nd place and received silver medals with a score of
85.05, while the winter guard placed 7th with a score of 75.23.
NHIPE performed a show called “Hero,” which is about all of the students’
heroes and what ‘hero’ means to them.
“To me, a hero is someone who is willing to give up something that is part of
them to improve the wellbeing of another person. They willingly sacrifice anything
to change to world for the better, no matter how drastic it is,” said Zoe Bornes,
who plays the cymbals in the the battery section. Her hero is Mr. Hollister because
he has inspired her to play better.
NHIPE is an organization made up of 29 students ranging from grades 7-12,
all of whom play percussion instruments. It is well-loved by all students who
participate and they are sad about NHIPE ending for another year.
“I love that it’s a more condensed version of marching band. There are only
about 30 people in NHIPE, so everyone gets really close with each other,” said

Winterguard Championships. Photo by Mrs. Becki
Franchell.
Ayla Schnier, who plays marimba in the pit.
“However, I’m gonna miss seeing my senior
friends on a regular basis after school. I’ll also
miss the bus rides.”
They managed to push through and give an
excellent performance even though their
narrations, which tell the story, didn’t work.
The New Hartford Varsity Winter Guard
performed their show called “A’dh mor”,
which means good luck in Gaelic.

NHIPE during the championship performance at OCC. Photo by Mrs. Tracy Fountain.

continued on next page
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Championships, continued from front page
“Our show was
based on love, trust,
hope, and luck. It was a
very happy show and I
loved it a lot,” said
Akosua Akuoko, a junior
who has participated in
winter guard since 2013.
“I enjoyed the teamwork
it took to create a good
show. I made so many
NHCG’s championship performance. Photo by Mrs. Kathy-Ann Irish-Benjamin.
friends at guard and got
closer to so many more. I
loved putting hard work into guard and being able to see the outcome.”
Students grades 7-12 participated in the winter guard and spun flag, rifle, and danced during the 2016-2017 season. This helped the
students learn discipline, develop hand-eye coordination, dance skills, and teamwork.
The color guard placed 7th at their championships at Shenendehowa, but they still gave a great performance full of love, hope, trust,
and luck.
“Although we didn’t win, I feel like we did very well. As a team, we improved more than anyone can imagine and worked extremely
hard. I’m going to miss all the seniors in guard and the concept of the show,” Akuoko said.
Both the winter drumline and winter guard gave amazing performances that everyone who participated in them was proud of. They are
all sad about the NHIPE and winter guard ending, but they know that when the winter programs are over, the marching band season starts.

NHIPE at their final practice before championships. Photo by Mrs. Tracy Fountain.
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Latin Club
The Language Club Where You Don’t Need to Know the Language
By Noah Love

Latin is considered a dead language. Not only that, but it is
about Roman culture and history that I don’t have time to teach
considered to be quite a challenge to learn. There are five
in class.”
The club is not restricted to the school however. There are
challenge levels of language learning, five being the most
two annual field trips. The first is Latinalia where Latin students
challenging, and Latin lands at a three. While both English and
Chinese are considered harder to learn, landing at a four and five
from around the state join at one school to participate in activities
respectively, learning any language, even if it is level one, is going
including scavenger hunts, games like Mola (a board game that is
similar to checkers and chess), trivia challenges and even
to be difficult for most people. This ranking system can also be
considered somewhat arbitrary, as a
assessments to test your knowledge
person can find Mandarin
on different topics. It is a quite
enjoyable experience.
Chinese comes naturally to them
while Spanish, which is in one of
The second annual field trip is the
the lower levels, is quite a
Latin Club Bowling Trip. While
we don’t meet up with other
challenge for them.
schools here it is still a fun trip for
However, even if you don’t
know the language, history classes
those willing to go. Bowling, soda
have probably taught you a lot
and pizza. It’s just a fun time out
with friends. And being with
about Rome. Latin Club is not
about more thoroughly learning
friends is one of the best parts of
the language. In fact, anyone who
the club.
Junior Laurel Frisbee is the
doesn’t know the word ecce, the
first word we learned in Latin 1a,
Consul (President) of the club and
can join Latin Club no problem!
said
one of the reasons she likes
Picture of the Roman Colosseum.
Latin Club is because it allows her
Latin Club is much more
Taken from http://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/ to be with friends. She also
about the culture, stories, history
and the similarities of the Ancient history/romans/colosseum/
mentioned how it’s interesting “to
Roman culture was to our
see Latin in the world, like in
Harry Potter.”
modern one in 21st century
upstate New York. Roman
Latin Club is worth joining even if
mythology is a big part of the club, and mythology is most
you are not fond of language learning and history. Yes, it is an
educational experience, but more than that, it’s a fun one. So go
people’s favorite part when learning about Rome in history class.
Who wants to learn the real reason why our voices echo when you
talk to Mrs. Finlayson during the afternoon in Room 248 about
can learn that it’s a woman mimicking you because that’s all she
joining Latin Club.
can do according to the Romans? Latin Club is sometimes insane,
sometimes disturbing, sometimes funny, but almost always fun.
“It’s pretty engaging,” said Mrs. Finlayson, New Hartford’s
Latin teacher who runs the club. “It gives me a chance to teach
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NEWS
New Hartford Ecology Club
Stevie Malenowski
If you love the
environment, love
working with others, and
have some spare time,
the New Hartford
ecology club is the
perfect club for you,
made for every high
school nature love.
Found in Mr. McNair’s
room, room 176, every
Wednesday during
lunchtime, students in
this club discuss the
environment, issues
Club vice president, Jake Anweiler, and club
surrounding the
sponsor, Mr. McNair, pose with rope in a bag environment and plan
nature-oriented trips
and activities that the club can take part in such as hiking or their
upcoming whitewater rafting trip. Advised by Mr. McNair himself,
the class is led by president, Steve Rabbia, and vice president, Jake
Anweiler.
Rabbia has been involved in the club since junior year. Rising
to president senior year, he describes the class simply, saying that
“We’re a group of students who care about and enjoy the
environment- we like to do immersion activities such as hiking,
rafting, or basically anything environment related.”
Rabbia mentions that he joined the club primarily due to his
love for the environment and the interest he had in it, also
claiming that joining the club was a great decision, as he’s learned
a lot from it.
On his experiences in the club, Rabbia says, “Mr. McNair
has been really insightful as our leader, not only teaching us about
the environment, but also important life lessons as well, so it’s just
a great overall experience.”
Vice president Jake Anweiler, on the other hand, is in his first
year of ecology club but has had fun and learned a lot
nevertheless.

“I joined originally because clubs look pretty good on a
college app,” Jake says, “but learned when I joined that I loved the
environment quite a bit as well, more than I thought I did.”
Anweiler says that if he would like New Hartford students to
know one thing about the club it’s that, “We’re out here checking
out trees, you're gonna catch these hands if you pick a leaf. Just
trying to save God’s green earth one step at a time, so come check
us out; it's a really good time.”
One thing Jake has taken from his time in ecology club so far
is a newfound feeling that we, as humans, can do more to protect
and help the environment. He says that “If we save the
environment for ourselves we are saving it for a later
date...like...yeah, we saved it today, but tomorrow is a whole
different story. In a sense things are gonna get worse; we need to
somehow protect it from people, like just cut people off from
taking too much that eventually we can't replace what we stole,
somehow find that equilibrium to sustain a healthy human
population, but have the environment prosper as well, if that
makes sense.”
Anweiler reassures anyone looking to come to ecology club
that they’re always welcome. Room 176, Wednesdays at lunch,”
Jake says, “it’s a good time; everyone’s welcome.”

www.Kullabs.com
The New Hartford ecology club is striving towards a healthier
environment every day.
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NEWS
A Chemical Weapons Attack in Syria Caused
Worldwide Backlash

Pentagon spokesman Capt. Jeff Davis told reporters that they
only targeted “the things that make the airfield operate.”
Aircrafts, aircraft shelters, petroleum, air defense systems,
By: Alexis Manore
logistical storage, and ammunition supply bunkers were targeted,
and according to U.S. officials, Syrian aircrafts and support
The World Today
infrastructure were affected, including the runway and gas fuel
It is suspected that the Syrian government was the perpetrator
pumps. The Syrian government is claiming that six people were
of a chemical attack on the Syrian town of Khan Sheikhoun that
killed in the attack.
killed about 100 people.
British prime minister Theresa May was horrified by the
On Tuesday, April 4, the people of the Syrian town Khan
chemical attack and puts British support behind America.
Sheikhoun suffered the most
“I’m very clear that there can
devastating chemical attack
be no future for Assad in a
in years. About 100 people,
stable Syria which is
including children, died
representative of all the
horrifically from inhaling
Syrian people, and I call on
poison that contained
all the third parties involved
banned chemicals and nerve
to ensure that we have a
agents. It is said that the
transition away from Assad.
attack occurred early in the
We cannot allow this
morning when warplanes
suffering to continue,” May
dropped bombs on the town.
told The Guardian.
According to witnesses,
She also called for the
another airstrike occurred in
Organization for the
which a clinic that was
Prohibition of Chemical
A lucky infant survived the attack, but needs to wear an oxygen mask
treating victims of the
Weapons to begin an
Photo from CNN.com
previous attack was hit.
investigation.
Many have accused the Syrian government of doing this, but
However, some Americans were disillusioned by the United
Syria and Russia are currently denying the allegations and say the
States’ reaction.
cause was a rebel airstrike that hit a chemical weapons factory on
“The only reason we even really did it was that we claim it has
the ground.
chemical weaponry that was intended for civilians, but if Trump
However, survivors of this attack reported that they saw
really wanted to help Syria, he would allow Syrian refugees into
bombs dropped from the sky; and Dan Kaszeta, an expert in
the U.S. rather than launch an attack,” said Laurel Frisbee, a
chemical weapons and managing director of Strongpoint Security,
student at New Hartford.
a security consulting firm based in London, told CNN that the
Russian leader Vladimir Putin, who is a strong ally of
Russian clams were “highly implausible.”
President Bashar al-Assad and the Syrian government, reacted
"Nerve agents are the result of a very expensive, exotic,
strongly to the United States’ attack, calling it an “act of
industrial chemical process -- these are not something you just
aggression.”
whip up," said Kaszeta. “It's much more plausible that Assad,
Putin also announced a suspension of the deconfliction
who's used nerve agents in the past, is using them again."
agreement that kept U.S. fighter planes from coming into contact
In response to the bombing, U.S. warships USS Ross and USS
with Russian planes in the region. A Russian defense ministry
Porter fired 59 tomahawk cruise missiles from the Mediterranean
spokesman claimed that the attack was relatively ineffective, with
Sea at the Shayrat Airfield, the Syrian base that was believed to be
only 23 out of the 59 missiles reaching the Shayrat air base, and
the place the airplanes that carried out the chemical attacks were
the foreign ministry referred to the attack as an "egregious and
obvious violation of international law that cannot be justified."
kept. This marks a change in policy for Trump- he previously
warned America to stay out of Syrian affairs.
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OPINION
AP Classes are Beneficial,
But Not For Everyone
By:Tommy Mumau
As students are putting together their schedules for next year,
a question that they ask themselves is whether or not to take AP
classes. There are many different advantages and disadvantages

AP Classes?
Via www.clipartbest.com
of taking these classes. When looking at both sides, it is clear that
students should only take these classes if they truly want to take
them.
AP Euro and Global History teacher Mr. Walters has seen
that students are better prepared for the future when taking his
AP Euro class. Mr. Walters also explains that the challenge of
taking an AP class helps people improve to become better
students.
“I find that taking AP classes gives students a smoother
transition into college. These classes put students into a college
environment, with a workload similar to what they will see in
college, so there will not be a very large transition,” said Mr.
Walters
Sophomore Nate Bennett agrees, and enjoys taking
challenging classes.
“I take AP classes because I like challenging myself, and I feel
like I can be successful in these classes,” said Bennett.
The challenging and college-like environment is not the only
thing that is beneficial to AP students. These classes can help get
students into better colleges, and reduce the amount of classes
that they have to take in college. Both of these are factors that
have influenced sophomore Josh Farmer in deciding to take AP
classes.

“AP classes will benefit me in the future because if I do well I
don’t have to take those same classes in college and with the
amount of work given it makes me stay organized and on top of
my homework,” said Farmer.
Although AP classes can help students get into colleges,
counselor Ms. von Schiller-Deep says that AP classes are looked
at differently at every college.
“Every college looks at AP credits differently. Some colleges
are very generous, while other are not. Most colleges require a
score of 3 or higher on the AP to even consider granting credit –
4 or 5 at more competitive schools. In some cases colleges will
not grant credit, but allow students to skip a lower level course,”
said Ms. von Schiller-Deep.
Ms. von Schiller-Deep says that these decisions may also be
made based on what major that student has. She also says that
while excelling academically is the biggest factor for getting into
top colleges, it is also important to be well-rounded.
“Colleges are looking for students from all over the world
that have the following things: academic ability appropriate for
the specific campus; student has challenged him/herself
appropriately; worked to their potential academically; has shown
academic improvement; is involved in either school or community
activities (not necessarily a lot of activities, but a few for several
years); and is a good fit for their campus,” Ms. von Schiller-Deep
says.
Many students, such as sophomore Kristen Sellars, decided
against AP classes this year because they wanted an easier
transition in coming to the high school.
“I decided not to take AP classes this year because I wanted a
smooth transition into the high school. I figured I would have
plenty of time to take them in the future,” said Sellars.
So if students aren't ready to take on AP classes just yet, they
shouldn't be concerned about getting into the college of their
choice.
In conclusion, AP classes can greatly benefit students.
However, there are many different factors that go into students
getting into their college of choice. Students should only take AP
classes if they have a great work ethic, and are willing to put in
time and effort in order to better their future. But, if students
don’t want to take AP classes that is okay too. Students can still
get into very good colleges by doing well in regular classes, and
being well-rounded. In both cases, students can go on to live great
lives.
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OPINION
Robots may be less efficient
and slower when working,
which could pose a problem if
people need immediate medical
attention or complicated
by Cassandra Miller
procedures. They would be
costly for hospitals to purchase,
Robots have always seemed like a futuristic invention, one
and though they are better at
we couldn’t hope to create, but recent advancements in
documentation and recordtechnology have made almost anything possible. Today, we’ve
keeping, they would take over
finally managed to create robots that can move and work on
jobs that some people depend
their own, and some have even been used to make certain jobs
on to get by. On top of that,
safer and easier. However, the use of robots in hospitals has
robots are also impersonal, and
been making people uneasy; while it may seem much more
for most people, that lack of
convenient than using man-power, it could negatively impact
attentive and human care could
the lives of nurses and doctors if it becomes too frequently
be emotionally taxing.
used and we have no more use for human workers.
“If they were programmed like
These robots are reportedly used to deliver medication,
Siri, they could be convenient
fresh linens, and food to patients, and they usually do it well
and helpful, but they’d have to
http://newventurist.com/
enough, but what could happen to the people who usually do
be programmed to perform all
this? Could they lose their jobs to robots?
of the necessary tasks. If robots
With this in mind, I asked my mother, a nurse named Wendy
replace nurses and doctors, the humanistic side to taking care of sick
Miller what she thought of the idea, and she had this to say regarding
people would be eliminated, and health care could lose the empathy
the subject:
that comes along with caring for patients, because robots cannot be
“I’m not too sure about robots giving out medicine, especially
given human personalities.” says Mrs. Jones, a teacher’s aide at our
cardiac medication. Some patients have questions about the possible
school.
side-effects, and others may be allergic to certain ingredients; robots
I asked my father, Scott Miller for his viewpoint on the subject,
wouldn’t be able to answer those questions or concerns. It just seems
and he had this to say about robots possibly replacing humans in the
really impersonal; yes, they’re more efficient in some ways, but they
medical field:,
can’t connect with patients, which could be frustrating if a patient
“It would be positive for production and efficiency but it would
wants or needs more human interaction.”
have a negative impact on patients, because they wouldn’t be treated
with enough empathy. From what I understand, patients usually
recover faster if they have positive interactions with nurses around,
and I don’t think robots would be able to take their place in that
regard.”
In my personal opinion, robotic hospital workers could make
things move faster to an extent, and the recent technological advances
in medical robotics could also make medical processes a breeze, but
it’s not exactly practical. I do understand that this sort of technology
is interesting, but at the same time, it shouldn’t be used too much; it’s
too expensive for hospitals, and overuse of this sort of thing might
cost doctors and nurses their jobs.

Will Medical Robots
Change Healthcare?

http://newventurist.com/
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OPINION
Cons of part-time jobs
Ryan Zogby
A percentage of students in the high school have part-time jobs during the school year, and in the summertime. The main reason
people have part-time jobs in this high school is because they just want to start making some money and potentially start saving it for
college or a nice car. Different people have different responsibilities and different commitments to attend to so for some people getting a
part-time job is a great idea There are some benefits to part-time jobs, but my opinion is that having a part-time job is not the greatest
thing I can be doing with my time.
Having a part-time job is good for saving money in the beginning, but most high school kids have a tough time finding a lot of hours
because of exactly what it is and that's a part-time.
My opinion favors going on my own and creating my own success because that’s what tells you who you are and it prepares you for
the next level; you develop an understanding for dumb moves and smart moves, where to be and where not to be. For me, I know that I
would be miserable walking into a part-time job that I hate every day. Instead of working a part-time job, I am reaching out to small
businesses in the New Hartford/Utica area to try and get them to pay me to do their social media advertising. There are a lot of
companies in this area that have done great business for many years, but the new social media advertising trends can get the word out to
hundreds and thousands of people just through making an account, getting some followers and posting interesting advertisements for their
businesses.. I believe this is a better use of my time.
Others may think differently in that having a part-time job really helps to get someone off the couch and doing something to try and
start saving some money. After sitting down for an interview with Mr. Romanow who runs the Woodberry pool in the summertime, I had
an understanding for why having a part-time job may be a smart decision.
“Students should at least do some type of work in the summertime so they can start saving some money and not rely on their parents
to pay for everything,” Mr. Romanow said.
I see his point that it's a good idea as a teenager to have some money to your name, but in my opinion I think that summertime is
vacation time for most kids because they don’t have any school work to do. This is a sensitive topic, therefore most to all teachers in this
school would probably be pro-part time jobs for students, however there should be no remarks made that speak for another person.
“I don’t wanna have a job this summer that I have to attend to even though I dread it every day. I want to mow lawns and make a
little money there while relaxing for the summer,” says potential entrepreneur major at Babson College, Max Mandia
This topic is “either/or” for most people, meaning that it’s either yes I have a job, or I have no interest in getting a job for the
summer. Both opinions can present a fair argument, however in my opinion creating my own success would satisfy me because I would
feel accomplished and know that something happened for the better because of me. Not to say my opinion is the best, however I feel
strongly about it even though there are plenty of opportunities out there starting off as a part-time employee and eventually moving your
way to the top.
I had an interesting conversation with a friend of mine named Julian Joyce, asking him if he wants to save money for the summer, and
he said, “Yeah I want to save up at least a couple hundred to bring to college with me but I want to work a job that pays me more than
minimum wage but at the same time I want to do work that I enjoy.”
How to find satisfaction in your situation creates the difference in opinions for this topic. For example, someone may be trying to save
for a car soon so it would probably be appropriate for them to get a part-time job and it wouldn’t be a good idea to save those last
hundred dollars by making an online startup company because that’s time and money that can very potentially be lost by making a mental
error here or there. After writing this article, I really wonder if my opinion of part-time jobs not being valuable may be totally wrong
because at a young age it’s hard to create wealth and success in business.
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OPINION
Opionion
School Uniforms Yay or Nay?
By: Haley Franchell
I think the idea of having school uniforms is a bad idea.Kids
should be able to wear what they want and not have to wear the
same clothes every day.
Many students agree with me, including Cassie Miller, a senior
at New Hartford High School, who argues that since it’s her body
she should wear what she wants and that it is unnecessary to have
these uniforms.
Mr. Crowe, the Dean of Students at New Hartford High
School, says, “There has been a great a deal of debate about school
uniforms. Those in favor of school uniforms argue that it is a greater
leveler for students... no one has an advantage or disadvantage
regarding clothing. It eliminates establishing one’s status by wearing
certain fashion or brands of clothing... Nike,Pink, Under Armour,
American Eagle,etc. Some of these brands are expensive placing
students from less affluent families in at a social disadvantage.”
He explains that the pressure to wear certain name brand
items is a not such good thing.
Mr. Crowe also said that there is a great debate about
regarding school uniforms should be allowed at certain schools.
“Those who oppose school uniforms argue that the use of
uniform stifles individuality, creativity and self expression,” Mr.
Crowe says.
He also said that there is a whole fairness issue there. What he
means by fairness is that girls should be able to wears pants as well
as guys.

”While there are many positive aspects of wearing school
uniforms, I tend to come down on the side of creativity,
individuality and self-expression,” says Dean Crowe.
As for New Hartford schools, Mr. Crowe points out that
“Students are required to wear a gym uniforms.”
As for me, I think that they are bad idea either way. I like to
wear what I want to wear not a uniform where I have to wear a skirt
to school every day-- that is not happening! I hate skirts and the idea
of having to wear one to school makes me sick. I think that school
uniforms are a bad idea. No one should wear them, they are ugly,
not right, and I’m glad we are not required to wear uniforms at New
Hartford Schools.

aliexpress.com

drudgereport.com
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S TA F F P A G E
Ryan Zogby
By: Richard Falvo
Having had the prestigious honor of
being able to interview Mr. Ryan Zogby, I
was able to obtain very interesting
information regarding his hobbies,
favorites, and future plans in life. For
starters, sports and working out play a
major role in Ryan’s life, as does spending
quality time with friends. His affection for
sports include football, basketball, and golf.
Ryan also enjoys working out alone,
specifically at the Paragon Athletic Center
in New Hartford, New York. Since he was forced to adapt to a
solo workout routine due to the vast amount of “old people” at
the gym, the regiment of working out alone has become a
routine that Ryan has conformed himself to.
With regard to sports, Ryan enjoys playing golf the most. In
fact, during one of his college visits, Ryan’s tour guide at
Western New England University was a graduate of a local
college; that being Utica College. During this visit, which Ryan
attended due to his interest in Pharmaceutical Business, with a
potential future somewhere in the business aspect of the world,
Western New England University’s golf coach met up with Ryan
and expressed his interest in recruiting Ryan for the University’s
golf team.

Having also visited the State University of
New York (SUNY) Oswego, Ryan found
his visit to be sub par compared to his visit
at Western New England University. If he
were to attend SUNY Oswego, Ryan
would major in Insurance Risk &
Management, which would prove to be a
beneficial primer to the business world. But
for the time being, Ryan has his eyes set on
attending Western New England
University.
With college right around the corner, Ryan
found it favorable to pick up Journalism in
place of Psychology for his final semester
of high school. Since writing is something
in which Ryan enjoys, he believed that taking Journalism to
finish off his high school career could only improve his writing
skills as a whole.
To close out, some of Ryan’s “favorites” should be
introduced just to explore a different facet of his life. The ideal
meal for Ryan would include either grilled or fried chicken
paired with a nice cold glass of Sprite. When asked if he enjoyed
the lemon-lime flavor of Sprite, Ryan’s response was
straightforward and to the point, “Oh yes, I like that lemon-lime
flavor.”
To be completely honest, some grilled chicken and Sprite
sounds pretty hard to pass up during any occasion.

Any student may contribute to Spartan Expressions

Spartan Expressions is the New Hartford High School Articles and creative writing for consideration of publication must meet the following guidelines:

student newspaper. The NHHS journalism classes, as well as CONTENT:
members of the Spartan Expressions club, produce the paper. • No slanderous or libelous material will be tolerated.
Materials found to be published in the paper are the efforts of • All reference to sex will be vague, scientific and will not use slang or be otherwise offensive.
students who contribute and are not intended to represent the • There will be no excess of violence or morbidity.
opinion of any school official or member of the New
• No promotion of the use of drugs, alcohol, or recreational sex.
Hartford Central School Board of Education. Reviews or
• No interference with the educational process.
references to businesses, services, products or media do not
• Content shall be factual and unbiased and shall not be derogatory toward an person on group.
represent an endorsement by the Board of Education. The SUBMISSION:
copyright laws of the United States of America protect all
• All articles and creative writing must be typed and edited.
materials published in Spartan Expressions.
• Please email submissions to jclive@nhart.org at least a week before publication.
• See Mrs. Clive in Room 251 if you have questions or need assistance.
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Richard
Falvo

Madison
Fillipponi

By: Ryan Zogby

Madison is a senior, graduating with
the class of 2017. She plans on going to
High Point University in High Point,
North Carolina. There she will get her
basic four years which she will advance
to six for her specified major, nutrition.
She hopes to work with athletes in the
future.
In her free time Madison enjoys
listening to music and hanging out with friends. She also plays sports.
Madison writes a sports column, In the Sportlight, for Spartan Expressions
profiling an athlete in each issue.

Richard Falvo is
a student here at
New Hartford and
he is in 11th grade.
Richard takes two
AP classes which are
AP English and AP
United States History. His interests are reading, writing,
hanging out at home on the weekends, and he also really
enjoys playing recreational sports like basketball,
football, and ultimate frisbee.
Richard said; “Journalism is a class I decided to take
because I like to write, and I figured that it would
improve my writing.”
When I asked Rick about college he seemed excited
to talk about what he wants to do, and that is to study
Political Science. He is pretty sure he wants to take his
talents to Law School, and then become a writer after he
passes the exam. Washington and Lee University, and
Chicago Law school are the two colleges that he has
looked at but said that he wants to keep an open mind
and tour some other colleges.
If Richard were to have one last meal he said that it
would be a nice big bowl of pasta with cheese and red
sauce, and then a nice tall glass of orange soda to wash it
down.

Do you have something to say?
Spartan Expressions accepts submissions
in the following categories:
•Letters to the editor
•Articles
•Creative Writing
•Photography and Original Artwork
See Mrs. Clive in Room 251 for guidelines
or email her at jclive@nhart.org

Any student may contribute to Spartan Expressions

Spartan Expressions is the New Hartford High School Articles and creative writing for consideration of publication must meet the following guidelines:

student newspaper. The NHHS journalism classes, as well as CONTENT:
members of the Spartan Expressions club, produce the paper. • No slanderous or libelous material will be tolerated.
Materials found to be published in the paper are the efforts of • All reference to sex will be vague, scientific and will not use slang or be otherwise offensive.
students who contribute and are not intended to represent the • There will be no excess of violence or morbidity.
opinion of any school official or member of the New
• No promotion of the use of drugs, alcohol, or recreational sex.
Hartford Central School Board of Education. Reviews or
• No interference with the educational process.
references to businesses, services, products or media do not
• Content shall be factual and unbiased and shall not be derogatory toward an person on group.
represent an endorsement by the Board of Education. The SUBMISSION:
copyright laws of the United States of America protect all
• All articles and creative writing must be typed and edited.
materials published in Spartan Expressions.
• Please email submissions to jclive@nhart.org at least a week before publication.
• See Mrs. Clive in Room 251 if you have questions or need assistance.
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New Hartford Boys Golf - In
For a Tee-rrific Season
By Olivia Previte
The crisp crunch of newly exposed spring grass. The silence as
you stand at the tee-box and take in the vast expanse of course
beyond. The single call of a blue jay. The ping that echoes through
the course as perfect contact is made between ball and club. This is
what a typical afternoon practice feels like for the members of the
New Hartford Boys Golf team.
Coached by Mr. Tom Snizek, the boys’ golf team has
experienced tremendous success in past years. The team currently
holds a winning streak of 89-0 matches, as well as six section
championship titles.
“Everyone just works really hard during practice and on their
own,” says Senior Ryan Zogby, explaining the team’s success.
Zogby has been playing golf since he was in fifth grade, and he
joined New Hartford’s Varsity team when he was in eighth grade.
He will be playing golf for Western New England University for
the next four years. Participating on New Hartford’s golf team has
helped Zogby evolve as a player in many ways.
“Being on the team has taught me to play in all weather
conditions because I only played in the summertime before 8th
grade,” explains Zogby.
It’s true -- the boys play in rain or shine. In fact, in late March
and early April, weather permitting, the team is able to get outside
to play at Mr. Snizek’s course, Crystal Springs, where tryouts take
place. This allows the team to play a round of nine before many
courses are even open, putting New Hartford’s Golf team at an
advantage over many other teams in the area.
Once the true spring weather emerges, however, the boys play
at the Yahnundasis. Typical practices during the season include
going to the range to hit balls or playing a round of nine.
According to sophomore Ben Petell, being on New Hartford’s
Golf team has made a huge impact on his golf game.
“Since playing groups are randomized, when I was younger, I
would be playing with some of the top golfers on the team. The
older guys on the team really helped me with my nerves while
playing golf, as well as being able to feed off of their talent,”
explains Petell.
Looking ahead into the upcoming season, the members of the
boys’ golf team are aiming big. Seeking to continue their winning
streak and break the current state record with over one hundred

straight wins, the boys are prepared to put in some serious work
this season.
“It’s been such an awesome experience to be on the team with
history in the making. Everyone has worked so hard from the start
of the streak, so I think it’s time to make history not only for our
current team, but for those who have contributed so much in the
past,” says Petell about his hopes for the upcoming season.
Junior Jack Angelucci also has high hopes for the 2017 golf
season. Although he is a new member to the team, Angelucci has
already been captivated by the excitement of the streak.
“I think we have a lot of potential this season, and I look
forward to having the opportunity to contribute to setting the state
record for most consecutive wins as well as seven straight sectional
titles,” stated Angelucci.
As of right now, boys golf is set to play sixteen matches
throughout April and May. Also, many members of the team will
qualify for Sectionals, and some may even qualify for States.
The members of the team look forward to the upcoming
matches, but for many, the relationship between teammates is a
huge highlight of the golf season.
“I love being able to have a fun relationship with my
teammates on and off the course. The second we step off the bus
onto the course everyone is focused on their round, but we still
manage to have a good time,” Petell expressed.
Senior Randolph Butler shares this perspective.
“My favorite part of being on the team has to be just getting
out and playing everyday with a great group of guys, and just
enjoying the experience,” stated Butler about his experience being
on the team.
On and off the course, the New Hartford Boys Golf team
exhibits deft focus and determination. This upcoming season, the
boys will work tirelessly to continue their winning streak-- and,
overall, to have a season that is up to par.

New Hartford boys golf claiming the 2016 section
championship. Picture from Google Images.
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Syracuse Lacrosse

nunesmagician.com

stormed back and senior midfielder Nick
Mariano tied the game with 1:26 left.

By Ethan Kane

Syracuse had struggled all game on
faceoffs losing 16-10 but won the crucial

Syracuse University is known for many

face off in the beginning of overtime.

sports such as basketball or football, but the

Frantically Syracuse tried to take

lacrosse program is known all across the

advantage of the unsettled defense and

country as one of the top schools for the sport.

freshman Jamie Trimboli scored sealing

The university holds the NCAA record for the

the game 12-11.

most lacrosse championships with 11 and was

Also, Syracuse took down number one

home to some of the greatest players of all

Notre Dame in South Bend on April 1st,

time such as Gary Gait, Tim Nelson, and

but this was no joke. Syracuse was able to

Mikey Powell.

hold onto a one goal lead to win the game.

This year the Orange are 6-1 only

Senior middie Nick Mariano netted 4 goals

losing to #7 Army at home. The Orange tend
to like close games and excel in late game
situations. This year six of their games have

and the Oranges only two in the 4th and
pictured left to right: David Dilts, head
coach John Desko, Matt Lane

been decided by one goal, two of them which
were won in overtime giving the Orange the fitting nickname
“Cardiac ‘Cuse,” according to cuse.com.
When asked why the team is so good in close game situations
NH Lacrosse player, and future Syracuse lacrosse player Connor
Nelson stated, “I think the discipline and maturity on defense, the
tenacity of Ben Williams at the X and the firepower on offense
make them almost unstoppable”.
The Orange have seen a decline on the offensive end the past
few games because senior faceoff man Ben Williams has been
dealing with a shoulder injury for most of the season. Williams is
one of the top faceoff men in the country, finishing the 2016 season
ranked 10th in faceoff win percentage with .622, according to
cuse.com. Williams is a big part of the Orange’s success and
without the ball it is impossible to score.
Also a big part of the Orange’s success is the core group of
experienced seniors such as Sergio Salcido, Nick Mariano, and
Jordan Evans leading the offense and Scott Firman and Evan
Malloy (goalie) on the defensive end.
On March 25th, Syracuse took on rival Duke at home in an

goalie Evan Malloy had a crucial game
winning save with 19 seconds left.
Although, there is always room for

improvement. The Orange lack a feeder from behind the net after
star attackman Kevin Rice graduated in 2015 which can make the
offense stagnant.
“I think they can improve on moving the ball better as an
offense and picking up first time ground balls” says Connor. I have
also noticed Syracuse does not get the first time ground balls and
often loses the battles against the opponents. With Ben Williams
being hurt already the wings need to work on ground balls if they
want to improve and make a deep run at another championship.
I have only missed a handful of home games in the past 10
years and to be honest I was not very impressed with the roster at
the beginning of the season. But this team has proven me wrong
and has the team play and championship mentality to win a
national championship this year. The Orange are the real deal this
year and I believe if they continue to play like they have been they
will have little to no problems making it to the championship game
this year.
The last big challenges Syracuse has this year are Cornell at
home on April 11th and #18 North Carolina at Chapel Hill on
April 15th.

overtime thriller. Down by two with six minutes left Syracuse
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Here’s why you
should give yoga
a try!
The benefits of yoga

By Saga Pirskanen

• increases flexibility
• relieves muscle soreness
• prevents workout injuries
• helps to maintain a good posture
• a great stress-reliever
• and improves balance.

“All you need is your
body, so you can do it
anywhere,” says Mrs.

Moving beyond the stereotype of a
skinny 25-year-old woman’s new craze,
yoga has developed into a popular
trend that many people practice to take
care of their health. Now, even in local
yoga centers, you can see men and
women from teenagers to seniors.
Yoga is a spiritual discipline, which
includes breath control, meditation and
body postures. Yoga might seem like a
newborn trend, but it has been around
for quite a bit. It started in North India
approximately 5,000-10,000 years ago,
according to Yoga Basics. Some old
yogis claim that yoga is the key to long
age.

“The purpose of yoga is
to create strength,
awareness and harmony
in both the mind and
body,”
says Dr. Natalie Nevins according
to American Osteopathic Association. Dr.
Nevins is an osteopathic physician and
certified Kundalini Yoga instructor.
According to Men’s Health and
American Osteopathic Association, yoga
postures or asanas, provides physical,
mental and spiritual benefits. Here is
some of them:

• creates strength

and humid environment. Anusara Yoga is
known as the most spiritual yoga. There is
now goat yoga too, because why not?
Mrs. Hamilton, a history teacher
from New Hartford, has practiced yoga in
beaches, tiny hotel rooms and even in
airports. After yoga she feels stronger and
more relaxed, aware and mindful.

Hamilton.
From a freshman student’s
perspective, Gage Kilborne from
New Hartford, was dared to attend a
yoga class. He assumed it wouldn’t be
that difficult.
Gage was surprised how challenging
some of the postures were, especially
the ones which require balance. As an
athlete, he liked a lot some of the
postures with deep stretches.

An old lady doing yoga at a bus stop.
Photo: Tirisulayoga.com

Yoga is easily modified for any age
and even for people who have injuries.
Anyone can do yoga, but it’s important to
find the right style that fits the person.
Different types focus more on spirituality,
strength, breathing, weight-loss, balance
or just relaxing.
There is over 100 types of yoga. For
example, Hatha Yoga is the basics and great
for beginners. Bikram Yoga, which is also
known as hot yoga, is practiced in a hot

“Don’t be too confident
about yourself when
you think something is
easy,” Gage says.
He would attend another yoga class
again if he ever needs a stress reliever or a
good night’s sleep.
Whether you are a stressed high
school student, a desk jockey, a weightwatcher or an athlete, you should give
yoga a try. And why wouldn’t you take
your grandparents with you? At the same
time you can spend time with your family
and treat your body.
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The next day the Yankees faced the Rays once
again, and got a big win, for their first win of the
season. CC Sabathia threw five scoreless innings in
his first outing of the season, picking up a win. The
By Tommy Mumau
Yankees first homerun of the season came from an
The 2017 baseball season is underway!
unlikely source, Ronald Torreyes. The home run
Opening Day was on April 2, 2017 when the
was only the second of Torreyes’ career. Torreyes is
Yankees and the Rays kicked off the season.
filling in for Yankees’ shortstop Didi Gregorius,
The Rays beat the Yankees 7 - 3, as Masahiro
who will be sidelined for 6 - 8 weeks due to a
Tanaka struggled in his first outing of the
shoulder injury that he suffered by turning a
http://cdn.newsday.com
season. The two other games on Opening Day
double play in the World Baseball Classic. Matt
featured the Diamondbacks playing the Giants, and the Cardinals
Holliday also picked up an RBI double in the win. The scoring was
hosting the Cubs. When the Diamondbacks took on the Giants,
capped off by a home run to center field by Yankees third baseman
Madison Bumgarner continued to amaze. He had a perfect game
Chase Headley. Headley has gotten off to a red - hot start to open
through the first five innings and hit 2 home runs! Despite his
the season. On the other hand, rookie phenom Gary Sanchez got
incredible performance, the Diamondbacks won on a walk-off RBI
off to a slow start, picking up just one hit in his first twelve at - bats.
single by Chris Owings. To cap off Opening Day, the Cardinals
This should not be of great concern to Yankees fans. Although the
beat the Cubs on a walk-off RBI single by Randal Grichuk.
stats do not look good through his first few games, he began to break
On April 3, the rest of the league opened up their season.
out of his slump with a home run against the Orioles.
Many of the teams that have been projected to be contenders this
Another star that struggled out of the gate was reigning NL
season, such as the Mets, Red Sox, Dodgers, Indians, and Nationals
MVP Kris Bryant did not pick up a hit through his first 3 games.
all picked up wins on Opening Day. Mets’ star pitcher Noah
In the Minor Leagues, former NFL quarterback Tim Tebow
Syndergaard pitched a great game, not giving up a run, while
made his debut in professional baseball in the Mets’ farm system on
striking-out 7. He had a fairly low pitch-count, but was removed
April 6. Tebow got off to a great start by hitting a homerun in his
from the game due to a blister on his throwing hand. This should
first at-bat. Another story from the minor leagues is that Yankees top
not affect Syndergaard moving forward. But, it is something to
pitching prospect has soreness in his pitching elbow, and will be shut
watch because Dodgers’ veteran pitcher Rich Hill missed nearly two
down for a while.
months last season due to a blister on his throwing hand. Bryce
The Yankees finished their opening week 2 - 4 while the Mets
Harper got his first home run of the season in the Nationals 4 - 2
finished 3 - 3.
win over the Miami Marlins.
The losing record through week one was not the only
concerning thing that surrounded the Yankees. Catcher Gary
Sanchez suffered a bicep injury on a swing against the Orioles. This
injury will sideline Sanchez until mid to early May.
The Yankees began their second week of the season with a
great home opener. Michael Pineda dazzled, as he took a perfect
game into the seventh inning. The perfect game was broken up by
an Evan Longoria double. After that Pineda finished strong,
finishing with 7.2 IP, 11K, and just 1 ER. This is very encouraging
for Yankees fans, as he bounced back from a disappointing first
outing. In addition, the offense came to life. Aaron Judge, Chase
Headley, and Starlin Castro all homered, while Chris Carter got an
RBI triple. The Yankees appear to be turning the corner, and are
moving in the right direction. Major League Baseball had a
successful first week. Here are your AL East and NL East standings
as of April 10, 2017.

MLB Has Successful
First Week
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In the “Sportlight”
Mike Fiorentino
By Madison Fillipponi
Mike “2” Fiorentino has created quite the name for himself on
the New Hartford varsity lacrosse team earning him this week’s
issue of “in the sportlight.”
New Hartford students, parents, and teachers all remember
Mike’s name from the winter sports season as he put up points for
the New Hartford varsity hockey team. Hockey, however, is not the
only sport Fiorentino is well known for. Mike was a standout
attackman for the lacrosse team last season with a whopping 101
points, 56 of those being goals.
All of this success did not come easy. The sport takes a lot of
dedication and practice and Fiorentino lets us know that he has
faced struggles despite all of his success.
“Early on I struggled making the transition from midfield to
attack. Playing midi was very different in terms of dodging because
it was more of a linear dodge as opposed to an attack dodge where
you have the entire backside of the net to roll back different ways on
your defender and get out in front of the cage,” Mike says.
It did not take him long to find his niche on the field.
“I use my speed to pull away from defenders while dodging, I
also would like to say I have decent vision for finding the open
man,” Fiorentino explains.
Fiorentino also attributes much of his success and hope for his
lacrosse future to the success of his teammates. The success the
team has had over the past couple of years has been a reward to all
of the teamwork and learning to understand each other on the field.
“Some of my teammates like Connor Nelson, Max Mandia,
and Dan Torres
have become a
major influence
because they all
have plans to
play at the
collegiate level
and I look up to
them because
that’s where I
hope to be some
Mike shares a high five with teammate Dan Torres.
day,” Fiorentino
Photo from utica od.
says.

Mike uses the success of the people who have inspired him to
push even harder to reach his own goals. He is trying to make
himself stand out, and be a different player than all of the others.
He talks about his brother being a major inspiration in his life for
being successful enough in hockey to continue playing after high
school at Hobart College.
“It’s like I’m carving my own path in the game of lacrosse
which is different from hockey,” Mike says proudly.
The lacrosse team
has faced some stiff
competition the past
couple of years. The
rivalry of New Hartford
lacrosse and JamesvilleDewitt lacrosse has been
an ongoing battle, and
it’s not over yet. The
spartans expect to face
JD again somewhere
within the section
tournament this year.
Fieorentino passes the ball. Photo from
They are feeling more
www.pgiphoto.com
confident than ever with
all of the talent the team holds this year.
Mike talks about the effort and dedication himself and his
teammates put into the sport.
“Our biggest success as a team is our ability to put the work in
every day at practice or our workouts that are held once a week.
We’ve been very successful in building team character that will
hopefully push us to even more successful things like a section
championship,” Fiorentino says with hope.
The sport has taught Mike how to be tough and push through
even when it’s very difficult to find the strength. Lacrosse can be
very physical, and it takes a special person to ignore the pain and
keep striving to reach their goals.
“The sport has taught me how to deal with pain,” Mike jokes.
“But seriously it’s just been a great way to stay active and have
a lot of fun with the guys on the team. It’s made me a better athlete
overall as well because of the challenges i’ve overcome throughout
my time playing,” Fiorentino exclaims.
The New Hartford Spartans lacrosse team has some big goals
for this season. With Mike hoping to contribute more than ever
before, the team is going to be hard to stop on the field.
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In the Sportlight:
Ansel Amanna
Stevie Malenowski
Meeting new friends in a new
environment is always something people
fear or have a tough time with in life: not
Ansel Amanna. Ansel is a senior at New
Hartford high school, runs cross country,
indoor and outdoor track for the
Spartans, and is a three time sectional
champion.

Amanna at the 2016 cross country state
championships
The Virginian turned New Yorker
was tossed into the mix at New Hartford
High School at the beginning of his
sophomore year, with finding a group of
people to hang out with never really being
an issue for Ansel along the way, saying
that, “I love New York, everyone in New
Hartford just seems so close, so nice and
friendly, I don’t think many people realize
that.” Baseball super star Ryan Brooks

said that from the moment he met Ansel
“He always struck me as a nice kid, even
when I didn’t know him too well. Then he
started working his was up to the top 10
in cross country and you could see he was
a really hard worker and wanted to be
good and he’s really come a long way, I’m
happy for him.”
While moving here was tough for
Ansel, sports helped lessen the blow in the
transition period for him, saying that
“Moving here was really rough, especially
with most people here living here their
whole life so it was hard to get into friend
groups where people had known each
other for years. Joining cross country
made that transition a lot easier for me
and joining the sport was probably the
best decision I’ve ever made in my whole
entire life. Meeting people every day,
doing our summer activities and trips
made it a lot easier for me to make
friends.”
Sports have helped Ansel throughout
his entire high school career and given
him lifelong memories he can always look
back on. Making back to back
appearances at state championship meets
in cross country, Ansel is one of the most
decorated Athletes to come through New
Hartford’s cross country program.
“Actually I wasn’t even going to do cross
country cause I got cut in Virginia,” Ansel
says, “but when I came up here my mom
told me to go for the first few weeks. First
day was rough but I kept going cause I
kept making more and more friends.”
While this is true for Ansel, that he’s
had an amazing career at New Hartford
cross country, he hasn’t always been this
way. He says that “I was really slow. My
first race was like 25 minutes and I ran

18:34 this year, so a 7 minute
improvement which is crazy.”
When asked about what made his
cross country experience so great as a
whole, Ansel said that “In cross country
everyone is able to become such good
friends and it’s because it’s so much
different than other sports. It’s not like
basketball or football where everyone
does different things, everyone plays the
same position here and suffers through
the same thing together, the only thing
that’s different is the speed. I think it
brings everyone a little closer in t
hat aspect, it creates lifelong friends.”
While not the top runner, Ansel has
maybe the largest role on the team there
can be: captain. Ansel is forced with the
task of trying to keep the entire team of
50+ people on task and ready to work day
in day out. “Great friend and amazing
person to look up to for the younger
guys” says sophomore runner Josh
Farmer.

Ansel Amanna with his dog, Lily
continued on next page
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Ansel Amanna, continued from previous page
Being on the best team New Hartford has ever had in the sport, Ansel sees it as a great honor to be apart of this group of guys, saying
that “We were able
to have fun and work hard, which is always important. All work and no play sometimes makes you just so uptight. The work payed off for
us and we won sectionals, and I’m hoping to win it again in track this season.”
On the subject of track, Ansel was actually on New Hartford’s sectional winning squad, his sophomore year, and would like a crack at
bringing home another one this spring. “When we won my sophomore year I didn’t have much of an impact but I’d like to run in at least one
event this time. If I could take part maybe in the mile or the two mile that’d be amazing, that’s my goal. Sub 5 in the mile and 10:45 in the two
mile are my goals in the final season,” Ansel says.
Ansel actually, contrary to popular belief, does things in his life that aren’t running. Ansel spends his free time heavily involved in nature
whether it be hikes, mountain biking, taking pictures of the environment, forests, including a recent visit to the Redwoods, mountain climbing,
you name it Ansel’s done it. Other than that, Ansel can be found at your local hometown Chanatry’s Market, lighting up register 5 on a daily
basis.
Ansel will be attending RIT come next fall and will be studying the riveting field of Management Information Systems, hopes to get
involved with many co-ops, or internships around the country, and hopes to find a spot on the RIT cross country program.

Ansel rising above a crowd at the 2016 cross country state championships

All photos of Ansel Amanna taken by Stevie Malenowski
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The story line was also
expanded upon by
fixing plot holes and
creating more dynamic
A Tale as Old as Time
relationships between
the characters.
By: Meradith Thayer
“The relationship
between Belle and the
It has been three weeks since one of the
Beast is far more depth
most anticipated movies of the year starting
than in the animated
playing in theaters and it is still perched on
movie, and the entire
top of box offices all over the world.
story including the
Beauty and the Beast has a star studded
climax between the
cast, a fantastic set, magical wardrobe, and a
Beast and Gaston is far
huge fan base from people of all ages.
more fleshed out,” says
It has sold out theaters all over the
Hamlin.
country the past two weeks, remaining on
The relationships add
top as the #1 movie in the world. This live
another factor to the
action/animated film has the world
movie, what was once a
enchanted by it and for good reason.
great Disney princess
“There are a few moments — a
movie, has become an
climactic high-elevation fight scene that
extraordinary movie for
looks like every other climactic higheveryone of all ages.
elevation fight scene; a chase through the
Young adults, who saw
forest involving wolves — where the digital
Belle and the Beast twirling during the ballroom scene;
the original movie as a
seams show, and you’re aware of the cold
digitalspy.com
child, are swamping the
presence of lines of code behind the images.
theaters to see it,
Most of the time, though, you are happily
sometimes more than once, and by fixing these plot holes from
fooled. More than that: enchanted. The most dazzling visual
the original movie and creating more complex relationships is
flights are matched to the best of Howard Ashman and Alan
making it so much more than a Disney princess movie.
Menken’s songs. “Be Our Guest” in particular is a choreographic
With the movie aside, the scoring and songs for the movie
extravaganza that enfolds decades of Disney history (all the way
were
outstanding.
back to “Snow White” and “Fantasia”) in contemporary
Katie Corasanti, a senior, was “blown away.” She “was
cinematic craft,” writes A.O. Scott in his New York Times review.
singing
along to all the old songs, and she loved that they added a
The fact that so many of the characters are inanimate
few new songs as well.”
objects that have come to life will totally leave your mind, Beauty
It was orchestrated so beautifully, with songs from the old
and the Beast will have you so enchanted you will forget that these
movie made just as fantastic as they were, and new songs that
characters are not real.
were so beautiful they added a whole new emotion to the movie.
“The animators did an amazing job with the special effects ,
Plus, it was just as shocking because who knew Emma Watson
particularly the household staff who were turned into furniture,
could sing?
who despite being transformed into inanimate objects were quite
Everyone, from critics, to students in New Hartford would
human in their movements and expressions,” says Katie Hamlin,
recommend seeing this movie if you haven’t yet.
a junior.

Beauty and the
Beast
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Counting Cards: A Synopsis of the Film 21
Richard Falvo
Set in two distinct locations, Cambridge, Massachusetts and Las Vegas, Nevada, the film
21 tells the story about how money, popularity, and girls can turn a brilliant Harvard Medical
School prodigy into a deceitful, poor, and unfaithful loser.
After being accepted into Harvard Medical School, Ben Campbell (Jim Sturgess), a
brilliant and likable student at MIT is troubled with the fact that he cannot afford the
$300,000 tuition to attend Harvard Med.
Ben is interviewed as a potential candidate for the prestigious Robinson Scholarship. If
he were to receive this scholarship, all school-related expenses would be covered, including
the $300,000 tuition to Harvard Medical School.
Even though Ben has an impressive résumé: a 1590 SAT score, a 44 MCAT score, and a
4.0 GPA at MIT, he is told that the level of competition for this particular scholarship is
immense. The interviewer urges Ben to write an essay which makes his personality and
abilities “jump off the page,” hence making him stand out from the crowd of applicants.
During one of his math classes, Prof. Micky Rosa (Kevin Spacey), challenges Campbell
with a highly advanced math problem, which Ben is able to solve. As a result, Micky is
The cover for 21, which was released in March
extremely impressed, and invites Campbell to join his blackjack team. This team is led by
2008 | Wikipedia
Micky and includes two young men, Choi and Fisher, and two young women, Jill Taylor (Kate Bosworth), and Kianna.
The system Micky runs involves counting cards, with the team being split into two groups: the “spotters,” who play the minimum bet at
the table, keep track of the card count, and send secret signals; and the “big players,” who place very large bets whenever the count at a
particular table is of advantage to the team.
Others who have watched this movie feel that the entire aspect of counting cards should have been explained more thoroughly during
the film.
“I did not like how the movie never specifically went over how to count cards. It could be a good skill to learn down the road,” states
Alex Maring, a senior at New Hartford.
After weeks of training, Campbell is given a final test in an underground casino. He passes, and is admitted to the team as a big player.
Micky then takes the team to Las Vegas where Campbell suddenly falls in love with the change of lifestyle constituted by clubs and
money. Impressed by his ability to win big money, Micky is extremely his team’s current situation. However, all the while, security chief
Cole Williams (Laurence Fishburne), has begun monitoring the blackjack team, specifically Ben Campbell. At the same time, Ben has fallen
for Jill, who begin their relationship together in Las Vegas.
Back at MIT, Campbell botches part of his university project which he and his friends were to complete together for the 2.0.9
competition. Ben’s botched part is caused by an emotional distraction with blackjack. As a result, his friends inform him that they will
complete the remaining parts of the project without his assistance. At this point, Ben does not care much for the project anyway.
While on the team’s next trip to Las Vegas, Campbell continues to be emotionally distracted, and continues to play a table even though
he was given the signal to stop. Ben loses $200,000 that night. Micky Rosa, obviously furious, orders Ben to reimburse him for the $200,000
that he lost, and then leaves the team.
Campbell and the three remaining teammates agree to go into business together in a desperate attempt to win back the money lost.
However, Micky, who was thought to have returned to Boston, instead stays and rats out the MIT team to Cole Williams. Williams then
finds Campbell and brings him into a secluded basement. Here, Campbell is beaten up and released with a death threat.
When Campbell returns to MIT, he finds a letter informing him that he received an incomplete
continued on next page
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21, continued from previous page
for one of his classes and will not be able to graduate. At the same time, Campbell also discovers that all of his winnings have been
stolen from his dorm room, presumably by Micky Rosa.
These events sparked dislike from fellow watchers of the film.
Mr. Matt Romanow, a statistics instructor at New Hartford, agrees.
“I'm not a huge fan of watching the main actor get beaten up by after being caught counting cards, and I dislike seeing the main
actor have his money stolen by his professor,” states Mr. Romanow.
Desperate and out of options, Campbell makes Micky an offer: Ben and the team will visit Las Vegas one last time for a big score,
as long as Rosa joins the team. Micky agrees.
Dressed up in disguise, the team returns to Planet Hollywood’s Vegas casino where they rake in over $640,000 before security chief
Williams, along with a group of security guards, finds and chases them. As the team is running through the casino with their chips,
Micky demands that Ben give him the bag of chips. According to Micky, it is better off if the team splits up to avoid getting caught.
Micky tells the team members to meet him at the local club. While the rest of the team is being chased inside the casino, Micky hops
into a limo and yells “airport” to the driver. It is obvious that Micky has no plans of meeting the other team members at the club.
Smiling with glee, Micky dives into the bag of chips only to discover that the bag is filled with hotel chocolates in the shape of
casino chips.
As the movie backtracks, the viewer learns that Campbell and the rest of the team had a plan to both make large amounts of
money, while at the same time delivering Micky Rosa to Cole Williams. We also learn that both Micky Rosa and Cole Williams have
quite a history of playing cat and mouse in Las Vegas together. One night in particular, while Cole was his father’s funeral, his casino
was taken for seven figures. This led to the firing of Williams and thus the grudge he holds against Micky.
It is also revealed that Williams made a deal with Campbell: Williams would allow Campbell to return to Las Vegas for one last
night in order to make a lot of money in exchange for Micky. However, with a gun in his hand, Williams confronts Campbell on his
way out and demands the bag of chips.
Viewers of the film enjoyed the part where the blackjack team members tricked Micky into believing that he had all the winning
chips.
“The best part about 21 was how the college kids all outsmarted their professor and got him caught by the casino security,” states
Alex Maring.
Mr. Romanow felt the same way, stating, “I also like the end of the movie when we see the students rebel against their professor,
who has been basically living off of their (and previous students') winnings.”
The film is told in the narrative voice-over POV of Ben Campbell. When Jill and Ben return to the casino, they meet the rest of
their team along with Ben’s two best friends from Boston with whom were part of the 2.0.9 competition.
Campbell’s summation is that getting his friends back, having an enjoyable life experience, and dating the “the prettiest girl in
school,” were all worth much more than the money he had made counting cards.
The film concludes with Campbell recounting the tale to the scholarship administrator, who looks back at him, “dazzled.”
21 received mix reviews from critics. On one side of the spectrum, Stephen Whitty, of the Newark Star-Ledger thought more
positively of the film, stating, “This is really Spacey's picture, from the moment he fixes his gaze on Sturgess to the day when he finally,
brutally cuts him loose. It's a fun performance, but a quiet one.”
Other critics felt that the film underachieved in its overall execution. Robert Wilonsky, of Village Voice was clearly not too fond of
the movie. He states, “A movie that wastes a lot of time and money and really, really shoulda stayed in Vegas.”
All in all, 21 was a movie which received mixed reviews from not only the people who watched it with me, but also from top film
critics across the world.
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MOVIES
Fast and Furious 8 Preview
Stefan Mirkovic
The year 2017 has been full of movies so far but the one film that all action fans have been waiting for a long time is the release of the
Fast and Furious 8. Fans believe it will be one of the greatest action movie in the past 10 years.
The first movie in the series was produced in 2001 and was called Fast and Furious. After that they made a series of movies and two short
movies and they are going to release their new movie on the 14 of April 2017 and it's called Fast and Furious 8.
The Fast and Furious was always a great movie and some of the actors from that movie have became famous. The plot of the movie focuses
on protecting family and how when family is united, it becomes unstoppable. It also represents the life of illegal street racing and heists.
Sequels to the original movie have changed a lot since 2001: there are new actors, new enemies, and new problems, but the main actor, Vin
Diesel, is always there. At the beginning of the movie Paul Walker ,who is acting as Brian O’Conner , was a police officer and Vin Diesel ,who
is acting as Dominic Toretto ,was a criminal who was stealing cars and doing illegal races. They were chasing each other as enemies, but they
become friends and Brian becomes a criminal and marries Dominic’s sister. Then they start working together and make their own crew. They
became one of the most wanted crews on the planet and they moved to Spain. After a while they made a deal with an officer Hobbs( Dwayne
Johnson) to catch a thief Ian Shawn(Jason Statham) and in return for their freedom in the USA.
Recently, a tragedy has shocked all the movie fans: the famous actor icon Paul Walker died in the middle of filming a movie in car
accident. Then after his death, Paul Walker’s character was played by three different actors using some special effects to match his face. Two
of them were his brothers and one was John Brotherton who matched Paul Walker's body. There was a scene at the end of the movie which
has shown the friendship between Vin Diesel and Paul Walker in which they drive cars and split roads and go separated ways which is
considered one of the saddest moment in whole movie. Also they wrote a song dedicated to Paul Walker called “When i See u Again” by Wiz
Khalifa and Charlie Puth, which appeared on Fast and Furious 7 soundtrack,and was nominated for the Golden Globe award for best original
song. The upcoming movie is said to be dedicated to Paul Walker.
The plot of Fast And Furious 8 focuses on Dominic Toretto turning back on his family and starting to fight against them for reasons that we
have yet to discover. But in order to return Dominic Toretto they needed help from their enemy Ian Shawn to get back their friend. Other
members of the crew were Michelle Rodriguez as Letty Ortiz, Dom’s wife and a former professional street racer, Tyrese Gibson as Roman
Peace, a former criminal from Barstow and a member of Dom's team, Chris Bridges a mechanic from Miami, also a part of Dom's team ,
Nathalie Emmanuel as Ramsay a computer hacktivist member of Dom's team, Kurt Russell as Frank Petty the leader of covert ops team who
aided Dom’s team to taking down Deckard Shaw, Charlize Theron as Chiper the criminal mastermind and cyborg terrorist who managed to
corrupt Dom into working against his friends and the movie takes place in several different areas, such as New York ,the Caribbean, Atlanta,
Iceland and Cleveland, Ohio.
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NEW
AND
NE T FLI
X NOTEWORTHY ON NETFLIX

First, I want to look at the
logistics of the show. The
typical length of the episodes
ranges from 40 minutes to an
By Olivia Previte
hour and a half, so if you
want to watch this show,
Welcome back to New and Noteworthy on Netflix! If you’re
make sure you have some
looking for something deeply emotional, socially provocative, and
time on your hands, because
borderline depressing, then, oh boy, do I have a show for you.
if you’re like me, you’ll get
Many students have been raving about the new Netflix
hooked and go on a binge
original series recently released, called 13 Reasons Why, based on
watch. At some points in the
the novel. The show chronicles the life of a young girl who
episodes, I found myself
decided to take her life and the aftermath of her death, as she
getting a little bored, due to
gets her own special form of retribution for her suffering.
the length of each episode
Hannah Baker, a high school student, suffered bullying and
and Clay’s inability to just sit
harassment throughout her high school career, ranging from her
down and listen to the tapes! I
place on a best/ worst list, candid pictures of her in
mean, I get it adds dramatic
compromising moments which led her to be construed in negative
effect, but did it really have to
light, being betrayed by close friends, all the way to the big kicker: 13 Reasons Why poster, picturing Clay and take him thirteen episodes to
rape.
Hannah. Photo from Google Images.
listen to an hours worth of
The show begins in present day with Clay Jensen, a high
tapes?
school boy played by Dylan Minnette, who was close with Hannah,
Overall, however, 13 Reasons Why was extremely gripping. The
who is played by Katherine Langford. At this point in time,
acting was also pretty good too, especially for a Netflix original
Hannah has been dead for a few months, and the shockwaves of
series. I must warn you that there is language and graphic content,
her suicide are still reverberating throughout her school and
so viewer discretion is advised.
community. During the first episode, Clay finds a shoebox with his
The real merit in 13 Reasons Why, however, does not come
name on it on his porch. He realizes that the box is filled with
from the acting, but from the underlying messages portrayed
cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker.
through the show -- messages that every high school student needs
Then, the narrative switches to Hannah’s perspective through
to hear, in my opinion.
a series of flashbacks of her life. The rest of the show is told
The show teaches that no one can ever know what is going on
through the flip-flopping perspectives of Clay and Hannah.
in someone’s life, or how small situations can affect a person.
Clay is extremely disturbed when he finds that the tapes are
Hannah experienced a series of what many people would call mild
filled with all of the reasons why Hannah decided to kill herself,
bullying, however, no one really knew the damage which it was
and even more so when he realizes that he is one of the reasons.
causing.
Hannah recorded the tapes with the idea that they would be
13 Reasons Why also teaches that you should tell the people you
passed from person to person, so each “reason why” would hear
love how you feel before it’s too late, as Clay and Hannah both had
the truth about her life -- which was haunted by bullying, gossip,
feelings for each other but never knew how to go about it. The
and unkindness -- and her death. So Clay begins listening to the
show also speaks to social hypocrisy -- ranging from unfair class
tapes, to learn the disturbing and heart-breaking truth of Hannah’s
distinctions to misogyny.
suicide, and his role in it.
All in all, I would give 13 Reasons Why 8/10 stars. It was
To hear Hannah’s “reasons why,” and how quiet, mildextremely moving, and I would recommend it to anyone in search
mannered Clay fits into Hannah’s story, you’ll have to watch for
of a new show to watch.
yourself.
Whether you end up watching or not, remember to be kind
I just recently finished all thirteen episodes of 13 Reasons Why,
and to help your fellow students. You never know what person in
and I can honestly say that my heart has been touched.
your life may be experiencing the same pain as Hannah Baker.

Reasons Why You Should
Watch 13 Reasons Why
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MUSIC
Halsey??
Who is that?
Julianna Dubyna
From recording covers on YouTube to a record deal and selling out Madison Square Garden Halsey has made it to the top. The 22
year old started to post videos of her covering songs when she was a mid-to-late teen. In her late teens, young Ashley, known by her stage
name as Halsey, living in New York City got a phone call. It was a friend of a friend; they asked her to come in and record something
with them. It was known that Ashley had a good voice and could sing. In late October of 2014, she dropped her first debut album Room
93 and it took off from there. Playing small venues and pop-up shows, she made her way. It wasn’t until August of 2015 that she started
to get recognition.
She released her second album, Badlands which would ultimately send her to stardom. In July of 2015, before her sophomore album
was released, she dropped “New Americana”, a single from the album. According to Billboard, the song hit no. 2 on the Billboard 200 in
September of ‘15. When she first came out her music and she, herself were marked as very controversial considering most radio stations
wouldn’t even play her. Her lyrics spoke of things most people related to but were too shaped by society to admit. She had catchy beats
and creative lyrics that won people over. What more could one want?
With her long blue hair and perfect smile, oh and her eyes! Who could forget the large brown orbs that one could get lost in for days?
In 2015 the singer decided to chop her luscious locks off and go for a more face-fitting look. People assume looks and actions with
sexuality and gender, so this obviously led to a few controversial ideas. The artist told Teen Vogue that she lost the locks because she didn’t
want to be defined by her hair. At a very young age Ashley had always been to stand up for what she believes and to never back down.
She always does what she feels is right and takes people into consideration. She once said in an interview that she doesn’t write about
feminism, she writes about her life.
Recently, just a week ago she released the first single and music video from her new album, Hopeless Fountain Kingdom. The video
reaching over five million views in just two days. The song “Now or Never” was released on April , 2017. The video portrayed a story of
two classes, or two groups. There were the ‘Angels’ and the ‘Rebels’ that were stationed in the place. The Angels didn’t like the Rebels for
“obvious” reasons such as clothing, hobbies, looks, they just didn’t align. The Rebels hated them for the pure satisfaction and amusement
of it, and, of course because they had to make the hatred mutual. Although they didn’t really see eye to eye every now and then two
would collide in a landslide of love. If an Angel and a Rebel were together it would be wild. It was basically another war, until the two
separated. This catchy song and storytelling video caught many people’s attention.
Her music would be categorized as indie, alternative, rock, electronic and pop. Mainstream yet down low at the same time. Her lyrics
tells a story that captures people. The catchy beats leave people humming and tapping all day. Halsey in general is a very relatable person.
With her-now-pink hair and feministic ways she makes it so darn hard to hate her. Her beautiful smile and doe-eyes have people falling in
love right when they first see her.
With all of that being said, who’s the pink haired freak named Halsey?
Disclaimer: freak is not to be used as a degrading term, lols

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

A p r i l 2 0 1 7!

!

25

MUSIC

Sources: @tv tropes @idobi @livenation.com @forbes @alternative press @metro lyrics @fuse tv @twitter.com/christiancos @lifenew.com @twitter.com/halsey @last.fm @complex.com @billboard
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By Ethan Kane
Styx was an
American rock band
formed by twin brothers
Chuck and John Panozzo
from Chicago who
pictured right to left: Dennis DeYoung, Tommy Shaw,
became famous for their
James Young, John Panozzo, Chuck Panozzo
albums released in the
70’s and 80’s. The band
is known for mixing pop rock and hard rock together with acoustic
guitars and synthesizers to create upbeat tracks.
Styx is best known for hit songs such as “Lady”, “Come Sail
Away”, “Babe”, “The Best of Times”, “Too Much Time on My
Hands”, and “Mr. Roboto”.
“Styx has had 4 consecutive albums certified multi-platinum by
the RIAA as well as 16 top 40 singles in the US, 8 of which hit the
top 10” (riaa.com”).
In 1972 the band signed with Wooden Nickel Records and
released albums such as Styx I (1972), Styx II (1973), The Serpent is
Rising (1973), and Man of Miracles (1974). The albums were mixtures
of rock-n-roll and prog-rock which usually combines jazz, folk, or
classical music. These albums used powerful organ, guitar, and
vocal, and percussion solos to create a unique blend of music.
With the strength of their releases with Wooden Nickel
Records and continuous playing at local clubs and schools the band
gained a following in Chicago, but not enough to gain mainstream
attention. Although, the song “Best Thing” from Styx I was on
Billboard's “Hot 100” chart for 6 weeks and peaked at number 82
(Dick Clark, Times-News). In 1975, nearly two years after the
release, “Lady” began to earn airtime on local radio station WLS
Chicago and then nationwide and hit No. 6 in the US and Styx II
went gold soon after (Chicago’s WLS Radio).
After Styx success with their hit single, the band signed with
A&M records and released Equinox (1975) which contained hits
“Lorelei” and rock anthem “Suite Madam Blue”, which gave the
band recognition and airplay over FM stations on the new Album
Oriented Rock format. Soon after the record label change, guitarist
John Curulewski suddenly left the band right before the bands
nationwide tour in December 1975. After a frantic last minute
search for a replacement guitarist, the band brought in guitarist
Tommy Shaw in early 1976.
Styx enjoyed their greatest success during the late 70’s and
early 80’s. In 1977 they released their breakthrough album The
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Grand Illusion which reached triple platinum certification and hit
song “Come Sail Away” reached #8 on the charts in 1978. The
band became more mainstream and started to shy away from progrock and became more rock oriented with the help of new guitarist
Tommy Shaw.
The culmination of the guitarists Tommy Shaw and James
Young, with keyboardist Dennis DeYoung created incredible
harmonic sounds with catchy guitar riffs that fit perfectly.
“Each brought a distinct style which contrasted with the
others. Yet they also complimented each other in various ways and,
for the most part, Styx forged a decently harmonic
sound.” (classicrockreview.com).
Also, in 1978 the band’s album Pieces of Eight gained significant
popularity with hits “Renegade” and “Blue Collar Man (Long
Nights)” which reached No. 16 and 21 respectively.
In 1979 Styx continued their success, releasing Cornerstone
which yielded the band’s first number one hit “Babe”. By 1980
“Babe” was an international success and became the band’s first
million-selling single which reached No. 6 in the UK (everyhit.com)
and helped the band win a People’s Choice Award for best new
song in 1980.
Riding the wave of success, Styx released Paradise Theatre in
1981 which was the band’s most successful album reaching #1 on
the US charts and became the band’s fourth consecutive multiplatinum album with four singles from the album charting.
By 1983 Styx began to decline with quality and the songwriting
skills were not up to par. The band’s last platinum album Kilroy Was
Here contained synthesiser based “Mr. Roboto” and power ballad
“Don’t Let It End” which were both top ten hits, but the rest of the
album was lacking.
“Pretentious, weakly composed, and rhythmically anemic,
songs like "Cold War," "Heavy Metal Poisoning," and "Double Life"
couldn't even keep the album's main idea interesting, solidifying the
fact that Styx's forte was singles, not conceptual
pieces.” (allmusic.com).
Styx was always known for great hit singles, but often lacked
consistency throughout entire albums. Back in the 1970’s and 80’s
songs were not sold individually and the entire album had to be
purchased which is one underlying reason why Styx had so many
multi-platinum albums.
Finally the recent lack of consistency caught up with the band
and Kilroy Was Here sparked creative and competitive tensions within
the band and pushed it to a breaking point. Guitarist Tommy Shaw
left the band to pursue a solo career and soon after the band went
their separate ways.
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REVIEW
Best Eats in the 315!
The Tramontane
By: Meradith Thayer
Address: 1105 Lincoln Ave, Utica, NY
Price Range: Very cheap and a very good amount of food

The Food: The sandwich was unbelievable. It was
Heidleberg bread, which is delicious on its own, a great tasting
honey mustard, and the tomatoes were not too overbearing. The
Chai was about 4 times larger than I expected (it was .50 cents
cheaper than a Starbucks Chai and double the size) and it was
delicious. They also put a ton of whipped cream on the top,
which made it creamier.
What I did not like: The parking lot is very tiny, but that is an
uncontrollable aspect because it is in Utica.

Outside of the Tram; 961theagle.com
What I had: The half Monte Cristo sandwich and a (very)
large Chai Latte
Review:
The Atmosphere: It was very unique in its own way, the walls
are covered in signs, the little stage has twinkle lights behind it,
the front of the cafe is perfect for working on homework, while
the back of the cafe is perfect for sitting around and talking. It is
also very clean on the inside, with a very pleasant smell to it. With
the amount of tables in the Tram it feels like a very intimate
setting due to the variation in tables.
The Service: The service was extraordinarily good, they were
very nice, made my order perfect, and went above and beyond
giving me all of these options for my Chai. You are greeted with a
smile when you come in the doors, they also gave me plenty of
time looking at the menu without watching over me the whole
time. They also were not overbearing when picking up the dishes
as I was sitting there.

Monte Cristo sandwich and a large Chai latte; taken by Meradith Thayer
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ALUMNI NEWS
Alec Bard
Ryan Zogby

Alec Bard is a graduate of New Hartford that now attends
Penn State University. After graduating in 2016, the 18-year old
was ready to start the next chapter of his life in college. Alec
graduated with High Honors from New Hartford and also
received a full division one athletic scholarship to play golf from
Penn State. Alec has two siblings, an older brother named Derek
and a younger sister named Sidney.
I asked him what he enjoys doing most with his siblings, and
Alec said, “The three of us like to golf together in the
summertime, and I actually caddied for Derek in last years
Masters Tournament.”
Yes, that is true: Derek was fortunate enough to make it to
the 2016 Master’s Tournament, one of the four Major
Championships in professional and amateur golf. Alec was called
on by his brother Derek to caddy for him.
“It was an awesome experience for the both of us, seeing all
the Master’s legends,”Alec said.
This past fall was a different golf season for Alec, being on
the golf team at Penn state as a freshman he is in and out of the
lineup because he has to fight for a spot every week. That is
extremely tough to have to play inter-squad matches every week
to just prepare for a weekend tournament. Alec has a busy
summer planned; he usually travels all over the East coast for
men’s tournaments. One tournament that is close to home isthe
men’s state amateur qualifier at the Yahnundasis Golf club in
New Hartford.
I asked Alec how he likes being away from home in the
school year and the summertime, and he said,“I love being at
school. I’ve met a ton of new people but in the summertime I
sometimes wish I was home a little more but I need to stay
focused in the summertime because I need to get to the level. I
need to be at to be the best I can be for the next golf season.”
In high school Alec played hockey and golf; he had played
on the varsity hockey team since 8th grade and he had also been
on the varsity golf team since 7th grade. He is known for his golf
accomplishments: in 9th grade he came in 2nd in the High
School State Championship tournament, and in his senior year,

he played a terrible tournament but finished in a tie for 14th
place.
“I really believe that New Hartford prepared me for the
next chapter of my life. The education system really helped me
and the athletic system is really where it needs to be,” Alec said.

Picture taken by Coach Tom Snizek

Roster Profile photo taken by Penn State
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Creative Writing
Continued from the last issue

The Mirror
By Haley Franchell
Chapter 14: The Wedding
Jayden’s and Luna’s wedding was today and they couldn’t be
happier. They were getting ready and Luna said “ I am so nervous.”
Then Sakura said, “ You will be fine.” Jayden was outside waiting for his
bride. Luna started to walk down the aisle to where Jayden was. Then
Ashura said, “We gather here today to wed these to beautiful people. Do
you guys have your vows?” Luna said, “ I promise to remember that
neither one of us is prefect. But strive to remind myself of the ways we
are prefect for each other we will always love each other, we have been
together for seven years. I love you Jayden Streakcaster.” After Luna said
her vows Jayden said his. Jayden said, “ I Jayden Streakcaster, take you
Luna Lancaster, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day
foreword, for better or for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in
health, to love and cherish, from this day foreword until death do us
part.” I am happy call you mine.” Then Ashura said, “Do you Luna
take Jayden to be your Husband,” then Luna said “ I do”. Ashura then
looked at Jayden and said “ Do you Jayden take Luna to be your wife”
then Jayden said “ I do”. Then Ashura said, “ I now pronounce you
husband and wife; you may kiss the bride.” He looks to Jayden and gives
him a nod. And Jayden kissed Luna and they are now happily married.

Chapter 16: The Mirror
Keira was in her dressing room getting ready for her concert and she
saw another person on the other side of it. Keira put her hand against the
mirror and the person inside the mirror went into her and she laughed
evily. Melphies possessed Keira and she could do nothing about it. Keira
Chapter 15: Ashura’s New Girlfriend
sang her heart out at her concert everyone was cheering then Keira
Ashura broke up with Sakura and Sakura was heartbroken she was
started to feel funny and she fell to the ground. Mephiles left body and
crying in her room and she was a complete mess. Keira was in her room
disappeared into thin air. Ashura went backstage and saw his girlfriend on
listening to music ans singing, Ashura walked in quietly not disturbing her
the ground passed out, he picked her up and took her outside and put
in anyway. Keira then stopped singing and she turned around and saw
her against a tree and he started to scream and punch a tree and
Ashura and she screamed. Ashura looked sad for some reason. Keira
everything that was in his way. Ashura can’t lose Keira--she means too
went over to Ashura and hugged him and he hugged back. Ashura then
much to him. Ashura’s eyes glowed blood red and he growled and his
said, “Keira will you be my girlfriend.” Keira said, “Yes a thousand times
angel wings went from white to pitch black. Keira woke up and saw
yes.” Ashura then kissed Keira and then hugged her.
Ashura and she went over to him and hugged him to calm him down. He
calmed down and Ashura then kissed Keira and said, “You are the only
person who keeps me sane.” Keira said, “I know I do.” Ashura then
picked up Keira and flew back home.
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Creative Writing
27 1/2
By Noah Love
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The car in front of me began to move forward. I

took my hand off the dial, leaving the radio on static, to
finally move forward. I counted down the seconds I have

!

30 seconds left, as I look at my GPS and then

until my exit.

back at the road, until I turn onto the exit. Then again, it

29….

has been at 30 seconds for the past 5 minutes, and before

28….

I was around 35 seconds away from the exit for around 10
minutes. My foot is twitching over the gas pedal. All I
want to do is press it down as hard as I can, go from
0-60 in three seconds flat, and escape this atrocious
street.
!

decided to turn on the radio to see if anyone has anything
to say about what is going on up there. I turned the dial
until I heard something. It was just music, though that
would normally suffice, this song essentially sounded only
like a teenager trying to say as many curse words as they
possibly could, as fast as they possibly could!
I turned the dial again, this time landing on a news

station.
!

to stop, so I guess now I am 27 ½ seconds before
getting out of here. Getting off this annoying road. “How
does this even happen? Why don’t the people in front just
drive?”

I don’t know how to distract myself anymore. I

!

I was halfway between 28 and 27 before I had

I looked at my hands on the steering wheel.
They were becoming white; I was gripping it so hard. I
took my hands off, leaned back, closed my eyes and took in
a long, shaky breath.
In………
Out…….
In……..
Out……
Cindy must have noticed how anxious I was

“President Trump will give a speech in just a few

moments on…,” I didn’t even let them finish before I began
to change it again. I’d heard enough about what he’s been
doing lately and I doubted it would put me in a better
mood to hear someone spout some prepared speech for an
hour on a topic I could easily take a minute to read about.
Either way it wouldn’t help distract me from the
frustration of this jam.

getting. She began to whine from her bed in the back seat.
I heard her get up, and I looked in the back of the van
just in time to see her snout coming towards my face. I
can’t help but smile when she does that. She’s the only
thing at this point that makes me feel good.
Cinderella (Cindy for short) was three years old
when I found her at the shelter. She’s a terrier, pit-bull
mix. People hate pit-bulls. Almost all the dogs in the
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shelter are pits. And yet she was the sweetest

I began to pull over to the side of the road

dog I’d ever met. I adopted her right then and there. I had

where the grass was. I must have gotten too close for

to tell some lies to get through their questions so I

comfort to the car behind me because I heard them honk.

could take her home.

I looked back to see them flipping me off. I rolled my

Now she’s five years old, with the whole back
of the van to herself. Cindy’s whiskers began to tickle my
face as she kissed me. I remembered how his beard would
scratch my face whenever we would kiss…..
“NO!” I screamed. Cindy stepped her front legs

eyes. I guess I am being a jerk, but we’re all stuck in this
and at this point, I don’t care anymore.
I pulled over to the grass. I hopped out of the
car, slamming the door behind me. It felt good to do that,
and even better to finally walk. I stretched my legs before

from the center console in the front back to her seat in

going to the other side of the van. I could see Cindy

the back. Her ears were pulled back. I reached my hand

pressing her face against the window, running to each side

over to pet her head, and told her I was sorry. She licked

I was on as I walked around the car. I opened the side

my wrist, and I took it as her accepting my apology.

back-door near the grass.

I looked back in front of me. The beat up old

“No, Cindy, stay!” I told her as she tried to hop

Honda Civic in front of me hadn’t moved an inch. The man

out. I grabbed her leash from under her and attached it to

and woman in the front seat seemed to be falling into a

her collar. I brought her over to the grass where she

heated discussion. Not so much a fight though.

sniffed around for what seemed like a century before she

I felt the tears crawling down my face, and I
wiped them off as quickly as possible and willed myself to

finally squatted down. In my head I’m impatient, but I
refuse to let that negative energy be let out upon her.

stop.
“I didn’t take a Claritin this morning;it’s just

Then I heard a car door slam behind me.

allergies,” I thought to myself. I didn’t believe it for one
second.

Footsteps walking toward the grass.
Then Cindy started whining. I realized we’d been

out for over an hour and I hadn’t let her out to be before

My heart stopped.

we left. I didn’t want to lose my place in the lineup of
cars. But this isn’t the Thruway, and I figured I could

“Oh God no,” I thought to myself.

get back in even if I have to be that jerk that cuts in front
of everyone.
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I tugged on Cindy’s collar and began to walk as

The traffic was finally beginning to let up. I

fast as I could back to my car. As I looked behind me, I

began to walk back around to the front when Thomas

saw him. He was coming right for us.

grabbed my arm again. Cindy began barking in the car.

“How did he follow me?” I thought. As I began

“Please!” He yelled, “Don’t leave me!” His pleas

to open Cindy’s door, he put his hand on my arm to stop

had become pathetic at this point, his saliva flying onto my

me.

face. I kicked him and he finally let go, doubled over in pain.
“GET OFF ME!” I screamed at him. But his grip

I ran over to the other side, got in the driver’s

only tightened. “Thomas stop!” I yelled again, this time

seat and locked the doors. I put my seatbelt on and put

through my gritted teeth.

my foot on the pedal. I heard a bang on the other front

He didn’t lighten his grip. He spoke calmly, as if

window.

trying to reassure me when all I wanted was to punch him
and run.

I looked over to see Thomas’s face pressed up
against the window. Cindy continued to bark at him.

“Why couldn’t you tell me,” he said, “Why
couldn’t you just tell me?” he said, beginning to grit his

“I’m sorry,” I heard his muffled voice through
the car window.

teeth and shake my arm.
“Like you’d let me go?” I yelled back at him. “I
left to avoid this!” I gestured to his hand on my arm, now
white from how hard he was gripping.
Thomas looked down and let go. He looked at
the ground. I looked at him for a while, my face stone
cold with rage.
“Please,” he said. “Don’t leave me.” He pleaded
beginning to sob.
“I stopped believing that act a long time ago,” I
said.

“It’s far too late for that,” I yelled back at
him.
I drove away. Through my mirror I saw him
pick up a rock and throw it at my back window. Cindy kept
barking at the back, now standing up so her head touched
the roof of the van.
I heard him yell something, before stomping off
back to his car, turning around into the other lane, and
driving back the way we came.
I finally turned onto my exit, where I saw the
sign, “New York City; 20 Miles.”

The traffic was finally letting up. I opened the
car door and let Cindy in before taking off her leash.

Cindy finally stopped barking. I pet her head and
drove ahead.
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