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The King’s Journey
Ryan Zogby
Getting in the gym every day in the offseason was a
necessity in the mind of Lucas King. After suffering a
tragic broken arm last season, Lucas struggled to get his
strength back until the middle of July.
“That was really tough, not being in the gym and
doing what I love was put on hold because of my injury,”
King explains.
King is a senior this year standing 5’7’’ tall and
weighing in at 132 pounds during the season and
weighing just a touch over 150 in the offseason.
“I put on a lot of muscle since mid July when I was
in full throttle training, and I had a vision that I would be
on a different level than anyone in Section III, then I
realized that I had to start running,” King shares.
King wrestling early in the season at VVS. Picture taken by Mid York
On the wrestling mat, King is known for his
signature moves.
Sports Report.
“My favorite[move] is the Blast Double!”Lucas
laughs. “It’s when you shoot from the neutral position
ranked number one in the section for his weight class certainly
and put your head directly in their chest while trapping both legs
adds pressure on tournament day, especially as a senior, but with
for the TAKEDOWN!”
the mental toughness King has displayed since his injury last
Luke has been wrestling since a very young age and he first
winter things should go his way.
joined the varsity squad in 8th grade. He said that making a
transition from the leadership of Coach Kevin Bovi was difficult
King continued on the next page
because the intensity during a varsity practice is crazy. Being
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King, Continued from front page
Saturday, February 11th is the sectional tournament where
Lucas is expected to shine, but in high school sports, anything can
happen.
Lucas competed against some tough opponents at sectionals
but said he felt prepared for the challenge.
“I should run into Garrett Bauer in the semifinals from JD/
CBA. I faced him earlier this season and beat him 8-6. If I win
that match, then I could likely be seeing Tyler Patrick in the finals
and he is from Baldwinsville,” King said before going to postseason play.
Competing under pressure is something that Lucas has
proved to Section III because they ranked him number one.
Mr. Dave Caruso, head coach of the varsity wrestling team,
says that Lucas’ ranking is well-deserved.
“You know he really is a special talent[because of]the work
ethic has shown since he was really young. He has just developed
skills this season that I didn’t think he could do, but he’s well
passed my expectations. It’s going to be tough to take him down
on Saturday,” Coach Caruso says.
King, along with teammate Ian McKenna, traveled to OCC
on February 11th to compete all day for the section championship.

McKenna wrestled the 126 pound weight class and lost his match.
The last matches started at 7 o’clock on Saturday Night, and King
made it to the section championship round where he wrestled
against Quinn Burlingham from Fulton who was 22-9 on the
season. The senior literally man-handled the 8th grade
Burlingham with ease en route to a 9-0 victory for a section
championship.
Going into the state tournament King was ranked 8th for his
weight class, so he practically had nothing to lose with that and
being injured the year before. The tournament on the weekend of
the 25th was held at the Pepsi Arena in Albany. Lucas won his
first two matches and then wrestled against Jacori Teemer who
beat King 16-10 which put Lucas in a spot where he had to
wrestle another Long Beach wrestler named Matt Maquet who
ended King’s tournament with a 7-1 loss.
After the tournament Kings was a little disappointed he
didn’t place on the podium but overall he was happy with how the
season went.
“It really was an enjoyable senior season that I’m going to
remember for a long time,” King says.
King’s teammates, coaches and the entire New Hartford
community are impressed by his accomplishments and proud to
have him represent the school.

“My favorite[move] is the Blast Double!It’s
when you shoot from the neutral position
and put your head directly in their chest
while trapping both legs for the
TAKEDOWN!”
--Lucas King
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Mandarin Chinese
A class you will not regret
By: Meradith Thayer
Tucked away at the end of the hallway that holds the art
rooms is a little closet-sized classroom, surrounded by colorful
flags and artwork. This little classroom is now home to the
Mandarin Chinese classroom.
With very small classes, not many people know that this
program exists, however it is a very rigorous course with lots of
benefits academically. It is also an extraordinarily fun class
because students are learning about culture, celebrating Chinese
holidays, and eating traditional Chinese food, such as traditional
snacks like Moon Cakes.
“I just wanted to take
it to expand my
horizons in the
beginning,” says
Shannon
Stappenbeck, a
senior who is in
Mandarin 2.
Mandarin Chinese
is one of the largest
spoken languages,
one in six people in
the world speak it,
according to
Babbel. It is one of
the most important
languages in the
Mrs. Huo outside the Mandarin Class, taken business world.
“[It is nice] to
by Meradith Thayer
learn a different
language that has
no relation to any Latin backgrounds,” said Rachel Duchnycz, a
senior.
“[Mandarin] also taught me a lot about Chinese culture and
helped me become a more global citizen,” says Ayla Schnier, a
junior.

The
Mandarin
classes here
are never
boring;
learning
how to
write the
characters,
to learning
about
Chinese
traditions
and
celebrating
holidays.
The
teacher,
Mrs. Huo,
makes the
Temple of Heaven, taken by Meradith Thayer
learning
experience
so much better by making the class seem fun, but with a nice mix
of being academically challenged. Mrs. Huo incorporates
speaking, writing, and grammar in fun ways such as a having a
competition who can write the character faster or who can make
the sentence given to us first. Along with all of the serious things
in the class, she also has many games and gives students
chopsticks from China.
“She definitely made my experience learning Mandarin
special. She has so much background and it made me fall in love
with learning about different cultures,” says Shannon.
Taking Mandarin is a challenging, but exciting course, and
everyone who takes the class would recommend taking it. Also for
you sophomores and juniors out there, there is a trip to China
that will take place in 2018, according to Mrs. Huo. Last year
during spring break, a trip to China took place and everyone who
went absolutely loved it and would recommend taking Mandarin
Chinese for this trip.
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Photography Club

By Stefan Mirkovic
The human eye is a fascinating part of the body. With the
right tool, like a camera, you can share your unique vision of the
world. Students in photography club are learning how they can
become the eye of the student body at New Hartford.
Mrs. Cooper, the faculty adviser to photography club, said
that the purpose of the photography club is, “to further students
interest in knowledge of photography, and to share our view of
the world.”
Students learn are how to use their cameras more effectively,
but more importantly, how to compose a picture. Photography
club meets every Wednesday at lunch in room 153. Everybody is
welcomed at photography club. The club takes trips to interesting
places to provide students with opportunities to take photographs
of a variety of subjects. They are currently planning a trip to
New York City.
Mrs.Cooper became interested in photography when she was
in high school.
“My grandmother gave me an SLR for high school
graduation, and I have been shooting ever since. Photography is a
creative outlet for me.It has taught me to look for the
extraordinary among the ordinary .”
In the photography club there are approximately 40 students,
but two students that stand out are twins Brendan Philips and
Stewart Philips.
By Brendan Philips

By Stewart Philips
Brendan Philips started going to photography club at the start
of eleventh grade because that's when he heard about it.
”I am interested in photography club because I like
visualizing how things in everyday life can be framed to make
good pictures. I am a tech geek, which includes cameras, and I
also like shooting and editing videos,” Brendan says.
Brendan took his best pictures at Union Train Station last
year when photography club went as a group. He said that a lot of
his pictures are of some benches in the train station,and he also
said that he took some good pictures outside of the photography
club. His favorite picture that he took was a picture of his brother
for his senior picture. He said that after the photography club he
plans to continue taking pictures and films in college, either in a
club or on his own.
On the other hand, Stewart became interested in
photography in late 2014.
“What inspired me to take pictures was creativity it left to the
photographer. I loved that photography enabled the photographer
to create and express his/her emotion,” Stewart says.
The best places that he has taken a lot of good pictures were
on Moose River in Old Forge, and also in a private airplane flying
over Cooperstown. He said that the first person he took a picture
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
of was Duffy Lemire and he chose her because she was a
great models. She shares a lot of the same characteristics of
models that you can see in fashion magazines, for example, she is
tall and pretty.
Stewart also edits all of his photos and he says, ”To decide
what effect I used, I analyzed my surroundings and looked at
what lighting situation I had. Because it was too dark,I used
additional lighting that I had brought along with me. I also
increased the ISO on my camera which basically makes artificial
noises. Another effect I do is to keep the image plain as possible
when I take it which leaves me a lot more option when I come to
edit it.”

Stoop From Above by Mrs. Cooper

They Come to America (Grand Hall Ellis Island)
by Mrs. Cooper

By the Light of … by Mrs. Cooper
Parallel Lines by Mrs. Cooper
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NEWS
The World Today
Russia and Syria may have deliberately
targeted civilian areas of Aleppo
By: Alexis Manore

The aftermath of the bombing of M2 hospital
Thaer Mohammed/Agence France-Presse

Over these past couple of months, the world has watched in horror as
the Syrian government laid siege on Aleppo. The mass devastation
included violence against Syrian citizens, which the world has seen through
a multitude of deeply disturbing images all across social media.
Now, there is evidence that Russia and Syria purposely targeted areas
populated by civilians of Aleppo during their bombing campaign. Russian
and Syrian officials have denied accusations like this one time and time
again, but a report with the title “Breaking Aleppo” was presented on
February 13, 2017 by The Atlantic Council, a research center based in
Washington, gives evidence that the accusations could very well be true.
Through social media, satellite imagery, eyewitness accounts, and
surveillance footage, the report claims that Syria used excessive amounts of
chlorine gas and that Russia indiscriminately deployed incendiary
munitions and cluster bombs on civilian areas, including hospitals.
The Battle of Aleppo, which began as a part of the Syrian Civil War,
had been in stalemate for four years until July of 2016. With the help of
Russia, the Syrian government led airstrikes to block supply lines to Aleppo.
This led to unsuccessful attempts to regain the city by rebel forces and the
government took over the city by December 2016. This victory for the
Syrian government marks a turning point in the civil war because it gave
the government control over all major Syrian cities and strengthened
Moscow’s control in Syria.

Although there are eyewitness accounts of an attack on a hospital in
al-Sakhour, "no changes to the facility can be observed," LieutenantGeneral Sergey Rudskoy, a senior Russian Defense Ministry official,
announced during an October press conference. Rudskoy presented satellite
images taken on September 24 and October 11, which according to him,
“proves that all
accusations of
"It's important that these attacks are
indiscriminate strikes
recognized and that there is some sort voiced by some
alleged eyewitnesses
of response," -Eliot Higgins
turn out to be mere
fakes." However,
pictures, video footage, and satellite imagery show three attacks on the
hospital and surrounding areas that left them in ruins, leaving a bomb
crater outside of the hospital.
There is also evidence of at least a dozen attacks on another hospital
in the al-Maadi district, this one with a pediatric facility, between June and
December 2016. "It's important that these attacks are recognized and that
there is some sort of response," Eliot Higgins, a British-based researcher of
the Digital Forensic Research Lab of the Atlantic Council, told CNN.
"We're implicitly giving a green light to other countries, saying that it's OK
to indiscriminately bomb civilian populations and hospitals." Even Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad has previously said that purposely bombing
medical facilities counted as a war crime.
The report also details the Russian use of incendiary monitions and
cluster bombs. Video footage released by the Kremlin-backed television
channel Russia Today captures the Russian Defense Minister visiting the
Hmeimim airbase while cluster bombs were mounted on a Russian fighter
jet in the background. The Russian Defense Ministry denied all use of any
incendiary munitions in Syria.
Victim accounts and videos also point to the Syrian use of chlorine gas
on civilians. One video shows the aftermath of an attack on the al-Bab
neighborhood with a cylinder of chlorine gas with intact labels. The Syrian
government has repeatedly denied the use of chlorine gas.
"Assad and his supporters can say that this is fake news, but we will
continue to collect this growing body of evidence and hopefully one day it
can be presented to a court to jail those responsible,” Higgins told CNN in
response to the repeated denial of these allegations, "And at the very least,
we are creating a living memory document what happened there."
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Everything You Need To Know About Trump’s Recent
Executive Order
Richard Falvo
On Friday, January 27, 2017, President Donald Trump signed an executive order which was aimed at cracking down on
immigration into the United States.
Seven predominantly Muslim countries were included in the executive order: Iran, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, and
Yemen.
The executive order sparked massive outrage from both the media and a
large chunk of Americans, which in turn, resulted in large-scale protests at
various airports across the United States, particularly John F. Kennedy
International Airport in New York City.
In fact, the day after the order was signed, a federal judge in New York put a
stay on it. A legal stay is the act of temporarily stopping a judicial proceeding
through the order of a court. A judge may grant a stay on the motion of a party
to the case or issue a stay sua sponte, without the request of a party.
It is worth noting that President Trump cites the events which occurred on
Photo Courtesy of Duluth News Tribune
September 11, 2001. The executive order states that the visa-issuance process as a whole needs extensive review because of failures
leading up to 9/11. There have been a few high-profile terror attacks on American soil from a refugee or those seeking political asylum
who were initially cleared through the American visa system. To name a few, in which people were injured or killed: the Boston
Marathon bombings in 2013; the Ohio State University terror attack in 2016; and the New York/New Jersey bombings in 2016. Both
CNN and Politico confirm these incidents, but they also note that not all of these attacks were carried out by people who originated from
the countries listed in Trump’s EO.
Secondly, the executive order suspends visas from “Nationals of Countries of Particular Origins.” Under this particular order, the
Secretary of State, Secretary of Homeland Security, and Director of National Intelligence are all responsible for determining the
standards necessary for visa entry into the United States within 30 days. Also, all entry into the United States is suspended, “as
immigrants and nonimmigrants, of such persons for 90 days from the date of this order” from the seven countries previously mentioned.
Now, more countries may be added to the current list of seven countries, as implied by the executive order.
Under the executive order, the Secretary of State is told to request information from foreign governments according to the report
of the Department of Homeland Security and the Department of National Intelligence. Following these actions, the DHS and Secretary
of State are then told to come up with a list of additional countries that are not complying with the information requests from said
members of the administration.
Students at New Hartford have also had a strong reaction to the EO, and surprisingly, in a very passionate manner.
“Personally, I would like to see it [Executive Order] repealed entirely. However, I think more realistically it should just be placed on
Egypt and Saudi Arabia,” states Jack Angelucci, a junior whose interest in politics has risen since the 2016 election cycle. Angelucci, who
identifies himself as a “Moderate Democrat,” is “puzzled as to why these seven nations are more dangerous than Saudi Arabia or
Egypt.”
The idea of scrapping the executive order as a whole is not limited to Angelucci.
“If I had the ability to edit this executive order, there’d be so much to fix that I might as well delete the whole thing and start over,”
asserts Ethan Ross, another junior who has been involved in politics for most of his life. “If someone follows their religion in a way that
does not adversely affect others, then we should not be using their faith as a reason to turn them away.”
continued on next page
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Executive Order, continued from previous page

Lots of confusion was derived from the implementation of the executive order as to which groups of people are banned, and the
duration for those bans.
Under the current executive order in place, the Secretary of State is told to suspend the US Refugee Admissions program for 120
days in order to “review the USRAP application and adjudication process.” More importantly, Syrian refugees are labeled “detrimental
to the interests of the United States” until the process is revamped.
Also regarding refugees, the executive order limits the number of refugees admitted into the United States in 2017 to 50,000.
Now, the media, as well as some Americans, have been going crazy over this particular aspect of the EO. But these limitations on
refugee admittance are right in line with prior refugee numbers before the last couple of years, according to The Daily Wire.
So, what has caused the outrage by both the media and civilians as a result of President Trump’s executive order?
The main cause of the confusion during the implementation, which seems to be shared by many, is inexperience and incompetence
on behalf of the Trump administration. The executive order was apparently interpreted by Chief Strategist Steve Bannon and Top
Advisor Steven Miller. With the suspicion that the EO was not written or interpreted by lawyers, this could have played a major role in
the abysmal execution of it, which included the order not granting a clear line of entry to legal United States residents traveling abroad
or allies of the United States military; also reported by The Daily Wire on the day following the implementation of the executive order.
For example, Iraqi interpreters.
This criticism, shared by many, including New Hartford junior John Durr, was one of great concern.
“I don’t completely support the total ban of any refugees, and the restrictions on green-card holders should have been scrapped,”
stated John Durr, who does not like to identify with any particular political party.
All in all, the implementation of this particular executive order by the Trump administration has definitely stirred up controversy in
both the media and the American public.

Photo Courtesy of Smithsonian Magazine
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OPINION
NEWS--ART
New Hartford’s Got Talent
Julianna Dubyna
Art is beauty, art is the glue that binds
everyone. Art is the human race’s justification
for their existence. Art comes in many forms:
there’s music, dance, painting, drawing,
acting, etc. and all of these ways are
connected in the way that they bring people
happiness and they bring people together. Art
in New Hartford though, that’s talent.
Emmy Chen, junior says that art makes
her relax and relieve stress, specifically the
stress of being a student.
“Art let’s people see what I’m feeling,
what I can’t say,” says Chen, an amazing artist
and is pursuing a career in art after high
school. “Both teachers, Mr. Vaughn and Ms.
Sullivan, allow students to express themselves
and their talents. They will assign project or
topic and allow the student to pick which style
or medium they will use to express it.”
Caroline Bonville, sophomore, says that
the theater aspect of art, especially here at
New Hartford Art students showcase their award-winning creations.
New Hartford allows her to express her talent. Photo from high school newsletter.
“I think art is the expression of people’s
minds--their views on the world around them.
This can be expressed through painting, photography, theatre and much more. Art to me is something special, it’s everything I want to say
but can’t.”
Like Emmy Chen, Caroline is looking to expand her talents into a career.
Carla Nicotera, sophomore, says that art isn’t just pictures on a piece of paper, it isn’t notes flying out of an instrument, moves from a
dancer, words of an actor, art is...something else.
“Art is the little beauty in this cruel world. The vivid images that we create in our mind come to life when put to paper, put into an
actor’s words, flow from an instrument. The individuality and uniqueness in every single person can be seen throughout art. That’s why no
two pieces of art look the same like the many people on this very earth,” Nicotera says.
Nicotera says music is her way of expressing herself. She plays the clarinet in New Hartford’s band and says because of this she is
more zen and less stressed.
Speaking of talent, Masque, New Hartford’s theater club is presenting the annual school musical is coming up in a matter of days.
Masque holds many talents and allows uniqueness to be put out there for all to see.
Art is beauty, art is the glue that binds everyone. Art, the human race’s justification for their existence. Art comes in many forms; there’s
music, dance, painting, drawing, acting, etc. and all of these ways are connected in the way that they bring people happiness and they bring
people together. Art in New Hartford though, that’s talent.
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Lights, Camera,
Action...Maybe?
Should the Oscars have been Canceled?
By Olivia Previte
This year, the build up to the Academy Awards was riddled
with conflict and debate.
For decades, the Academy Awards has been the epitome of the
Hollywood movie scene. It serves as a platform for the best and
brightest stars, directors, filmmakers, producers, and more to be
recognized for their hard work and achievements in the movie
industry, and a common ground for those who love the arts. This
year, however, there is a shroud of controversy surrounding the
event.
In the aftermath of President Donald Trump’s recent
executive order on immigration, several notable Oscar nominees
were unable to attend the upcoming Academy Awards, which took
place on February 26, 2017. According to The Atlantic, this was the
case for the Oscar-award winning Iranian filmmaker, Asghar
Farhadi, who was nominated for his work as the director of The
Salesman. Other nominees who were unable to attend the Oscars
due to President Trump’s executive order were Hala Kamil, the
subject of the Best Documentary Short nominee Waitani: My
Homeland, and the subjects of The White Helmets, a documentary
detailing the struggles of Syrian refugees.
Much controversy has resulted from the current political
situation, including within the Hollywood industry; so much so,
that many critics suggested that this year’s Oscars ceremony be
canceled completely as a political statement against Trump and his
executive order on immigration. According to the critics, in
solidarity with the brilliant filmmakers and artists who could not
attend the awards this year, the awards should have been canceled.
Others saw the proposed cancellation as a bit overboard,
believing that the Oscars may not be the best platform for political
statements, and holding to the idea that the Academy Awards are
an outlet for creative celebration, not a political forum or a place
for stars to advocate their own political beliefs. For many, it is also
unclear what exactly canceling the Oscars would have
accomplished.
I decided to ask some of our very own Spartans what they
thought about this ongoing debate: cancel the Oscars as a political
statement, or let Hollywood just be Hollywood?
Senior Samantha Owens, an aspiring political science major,
had some thoughts on the debate. While Owens is not a huge fan
of the Academy Awards themselves, she notes that the cancellation

would definitely make a statement about Trump and his policies
regarding immigration. She also declared her disagreement with
the executive order, stating that immigrants have always played an
important part in American society. However, she was torn in her
position in this debate: “Do I think the critics that want it canceled
have a legitimate argument? Yes. Do I think that it is the right thing
to do? Yes. The activist side of me believes every platform is an
important and good platform. But I don’t know that it is the
Academy’s place.”
Not to say that there is no merit in Trump’s executive order.
Many people see the executive order as the President’s way of
ensuring national security. Senior Lucas King sees the executive
order as a logical plan: “Terrorist dominated countries should not
be able to have access to come into our country until the situation
is controlled.” King does not watch the Oscars, but even so, he
does not see the point of canceling the ceremony as a political
statement.
Michael Scanio, a sophomore, on the other hand, loves the
Oscars. He believes it is the perfect outlet for celebrating films and
the people who make it possible to create them. When it comes to
the executive order on immigration, Scanio sees the merit in
background checks and other precautions to ensure national
security. At the same time, in regards to the nominees who are
unable to attend the ceremony this year, Scanio believes that it is
unfair; however, he does not think that the Oscars should be
canceled because of it. “Two wrongs don’t make a right,” Scanio
said. “You shouldn’t cancel something that is a big event just
because of what Trump is doing right now.”
Do both sides have legitimate points? Absolutely. My heart
goes out to the nominees who were barred from entering the
United States to attend the Oscars. At the same time, however, in a
day and age where everything holds a political undertone, it would
be nice for the Academy Awards to simply celebrate the art of
filmmaking.
Personally, I don’t watch the Oscars, and I wouldn’t be too
heartbroken if it were to be canceled. However, I don’t think
canceling the ceremony would actually do anything. Would it bring
the foreign nominees into the country? No. Would it change the
current political climate? No. It seems slightly over-dramatic to me,
but hey, we’re talking about Hollywood here.
The Academy Awards did take place, as expected. However,
the fact that this debate exists at all reveals some troubling issues
within American society, which span much deeper than the
Academy Awards. I can only hope that we, as a country and as an
international entity, can bridge these gaps and resolve these issues
as one.
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Hamilton: an American Musical…
Racist?
By: Alexis Manore
The Tony-winning Broadway musical Hamilton is loved by critics,
music lovers, and people of all ages-- but not everyone. It is uniquely
diverse, with people of color in all roles except one: King George III.
However, there are some unhappy people who believe that the musical is
racist.
Some people are saying that the decision to primarily cast people of
color is unfair to caucasian actors. According to Dave Manore, my father,
“It is hypocritical that the producers want to discriminate against who
otherwise would be qualified based upon their race.”
Let it be known that we agree on many things, but this issue is one
that divides us.
“They’re trying to portray the story from an alternative point of view,
but by doing this they are taking two actors who could play the part, and
taking the minority for their race, which is discrimination,” he argues.
There are many different people share my father’s viewpoint, like a
blogger who goes by the name “American Thinker”, who believes that the
call for non-white actors is “contradicting the inclusiveness the play
supposedly represents.”
“What if they put an ad out that said, ‘Whites only need apply?’...
Why, African-Americans, Latinos, Asians would be outraged,” civil rights
attorney Randolph McLaughlin of the Newman Ferrara Law Firm said to
CBS New York.
Now I love my father, I really do, but I cannot help but disagree with
him and these other sources. Many casting calls ask for people of a certain
ethnicity to play that role, and the majority of the roles call for a person
with light skin. The thing that makes Hamilton what it is; what gives it its
spark, is the fact that it is full of cultural diversity.
The lead characters have been played by Latinos, African Americans,
Asians, people of all different races, and there is a caucasian role. There
are even plans to create a gender-bent version of Hamilton in which
women will be cast in the male roles.
There are many people who believe that the choice to have mainly
people of color cast in the show is a good thing, and even necessary.
When asked what she thought, Laurel Frisbee, a junior who
discovered the musical through a video shown in English 10 Honors last
year, said “It’s excellent, exactly what the industry needs.” In her words,
“there are so many roles that are exclusive only open to white people and I
know Lin (Lin Manuel-Miranda, the creator of Hamilton) has always tried
to change that and it’s to make Broadway open to everyone and show
America’s beginnings as America is today.”
It’s true that the America of today is very different from the America
of Alexander Hamilton’s times. Hamilton is supposed to reflect this through
the variety of different actors of varying ethnicities cast in this show.

Hamilton itself is a hip-hop musical, and people of color originated
the genre, so it would only make sense for them to be performing hip-hop
and rap music. Miranda actually based many of the lyrics in the songs off
of popular rap songs by artists like Busta Rhymes, Tupac, Biggie, The
Notorious B.I.G., Jay-Z, Pharrell, and many more famous rappers and
hip-hop artists.

Left to right: Phillippa Soo, Renee Elise Goldsberry, and Jasmine Cephas-Jones in Hamilton.
Taken by Sara Krulwich; The New York Times

In an opposing opinion to Mr. Manore, Hamilton creates opportunities
rather than minimizes them. It creates roles for people who otherwise
might get looked over because of the color of their skin.
“People of color can sometimes be erased in today’s media and
allowing a platform where people of color can dominate the stage (in a
very successful musical) encourages other companies to hire more people
of color… it also allows children of other ethnicities to see popular media
with people who are also people of color,” says Abigail Cahill, a
sophomore who developed an appreciation for Hamilton quite recently.
When asked about the casting choices, Lin Manuel-Miranda said
they are meant to “eliminate any distance between the contemporary
audience and the story… It looks like what you see when you get on the A
train to go to work,” he told CNN Entertainment.
Hamilton: an American Musical is beautifully different and reflects the
environment that is America today. We are fantastically diverse, full of
people of every color, sexuality, gender, ethnicity, and so is Hamilton. Let’s
raise a glass to it staying the way it is.

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

March 2017

V o l . 2 : I s s u e 1!

!

OPINION
IMMIGRATION BAN: YAY OR NAY?

IS THE NEW IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION “UN-AMERICAN”?

by Cassandra Miller
Senior
•••

The recent executive order signed by
president Donald Trump has stirred up quite a
bit of controversy. The order temporarily
banned citizens from seven Muslim-majority
countries from entering the United States; as a
result, many people who were United States
citizens were barred from entering their own
country.
For example, a Kurdish family on their way
back from Iraq were escorted from the Cairo
International Airport, and taken back to Iraq
even though they had valid visas to enter the
United States. The family-which consisted of
Fuad Sharef Suleman, his wife, and their three
small children-were understandably confused by
the ordeal;
“I did not know a president could sign such
orders. Because it looks like those autocratic
leaders in corrupt countries, not a democratic
modern country like America,” Fuad said, as
reported in USA Today. The family was left
stranded without a home or transportation;
they’d already sold their house, their vehicles,
and most of their belongings.
Other families also suffered in a similar
fashion; a college student named Niki Mossafer
Rahmati tried to return to Boston after visiting
her family in Iran for a winter break. Even
though she had a multiple-entry student visa,
she was prevented from leaving the country.
According to USA Today, Rahmati stated
that she and thirty other Iranians were denied

(This image is from http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/uspolitics/trumps-travel-ban-on-citizens-from-muslim-majority-countriescauses-anger-chaos-in-us-andabroad/article33818462/ )

entry to planes departing for the United States, and added that, “Among them were
old couples trying to go and see their children in the U.S., two old women trying to
be with and help their pregnant daughters there for their third trimester, students
who had just gotten their visas and families who had sold their belongings back
home so they could build a better life in the U.S. All those people had gotten visas
legally and had gone through background checks.”
“I think that learning about it in government gave me a new perspective about
it, but I don’t think it’s right that he excluded countries that he does business with
from the ban. I think it’s complicated, because there have been immigration laws in
the past, but this one targets people from
continued on next page
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OPINION
Immigration, continued from previous page

certain religions, and I think that’s unfair,”
NH junior Abby Barringer says about the
recent immigration ban.
Cassie Keady, a senior, had a different
opinion regarding the matter.
“I think that it’s not part of America; I
hope that after the initial ninety days we can
find a way to handle the situation without
preventing people from re-entering the
country. It’s keeping families apart, and it’s
sad to see that people are being kept from
their homes, but it’s nice to see that people
are banding together around the refugees
and trying to help them enter the country,”
Cassie says.
When asked for his viewpoint, a junior
named Amelio Ripa admitted, “I really
don’t know much.”

While this quote may seem insignificant
to the untrained eye, it is actually one that
encompasses the mindset of many other
Americans; they don’t know what is going
on in their own country. They don’t know
that an executive order was even passed,
and seem oblivious to most significant
political changes; some people just haven’t
seen the news, and some don’t really care
because it doesn’t involve them. This
mindset is something that has been
pervasive in America for some time now; “if
it doesn’t involve me or my family, why
should I care?” is a common question
people-including myself-tend to ask when
they hear about executive orders like this.
In my personal opinion, this law isn’t
doing us any favors; I can understand what

Donald Trump is attempting to accomplish,
but I just don’t think this is the right way to
go about doing it. Yes, I think we should
have background-checks and screenings of
immigrants from certain countries if
terrorists are indeed hiding in their midst,
but we shouldn’t keep people from coming
into America just because they come from a
particular country. Doing this will just make
us seem xenophobic; it could make potential
foreign allies unwilling to assist us in our
times of need.

“I think that it’s not part of America; I hope that
after the initial ninety days we can find a way to
handle the situation without preventing people
from re-entering the country. It’s keeping families
apart, and it’s sad to see that people are being
kept from their homes, but it’s nice to see that
people are banding together around the
refugees and trying to help them enter the
country.” --Cassie Keady

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

March 2017

V o l . 2 : I s s u e 1!

!

14

OPINION
Is an 18 year old
ready for college?
Only 37% of US Seniors were
ready for college
By: Saga Pirskanen
All high school seniors and juniors
around the country are now under
pressure during the spring semester again.
They need to decide about what do they
want to do after high school — or what
do they want to be.
These 17 year old teenagers are
trying to decide about their future
and make a life-lasting decision.
To prepare for such a critical
decision, they are expected to bear
responsibilities and realize that
there are always consequences.
Meanwhile, students who are
almost adults are still asking for a
permission to go to the bathroom.
Are high school students ready to
jump straight into college or should they
learn first about the bigger concept of this
life phase?
According to Lauren Camera (US
News, 4/27), only 37% of US seniors
were prepared for college math and
reading (NAEP, 2015). The statistics have
dropped by couple percentages since the
last study.
Peggy Carr, a representative of the
research arm of the Department of
Education, explains, “There is a widening
of the gap between the highest- and
lowest-performing students. The students
at the lower end are getting worse.”
These statistics shows that some
students need definitely more time to
study before the college level. There are a
couple of options to get a little more

prepared: attending more advanced
classes or spending a gap year.
Ms. Hamilton, humanitarian law
teacher, thinks that most of the students
are not ready to decide about their next
step right after high school. She sees that
many students are learning the basic
curriculum regulated by the government,
but they don't have time for getting to
know themselves.
“Explore world and your
relationship with it and open up for
new opportunities,” Ms. Hamilton
says.

Photo from eTutorWorld Blog

An exchange year or a gap year
would be a great option for someone who
is not ready for college or a job yet.
One NH senior, Meradith Thayer,
thinks that high school students should
graduate at the age of 19 by starting
school one year later. She believes by
delaying college until a later age students
would have more motivation and focus on
studying — and better life planning skills.
“Some students can still be too
immature even after graduation. That
leads to waste of money and time when
college’s first year is not taken seriously,”
Meradith says.
In my home country, Finland, we
start school at age 7 and we graduate

when we’re 19 or 20. Our “high
school” (upper secondary education) lasts
three or four years. We can add an extra
year if we need more time to prepare for
the finals.
It’s different than the system here in
the US, but I think both are working fine.
Our high school is more like college. We
buy our own books, choose our own
courses and we can leave the classes or
the school building without signing in or
out.
The system works fine in Finland:
according to Business Insider and The New
York Times, Finland has the best
education system in the world.
Surprisingly, we have shorter school
days, a lot less homework and fewer
tests than here in US. Teachers have
the same status as doctors and
lawyers.
93% percent of Finnish students
graduate from high school, which is
almost 20% higher than in the US
(Smithsonian, September 2011). That
might show us that one extra year would
make a difference in the statistics. For me,
the Finnish school rhythm works the best.
I don’t feel rushed to go to college.
On the other hand, the American
school system works perfectly for many
students, of course! Like Ms. Hamilton
pointed out, there are some students who
can handle this schedule very well. These
students have clear plans and they are
ready to work to achieve them. Still, there
will always be students who are not ready
for college or a job, but that’s a great way
to learn about what’s adulthood like:
compromising, improvising and trying.
Giving more flexible options for
graduating students would make the
career planning easier.
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OPINION
Should Marching Band be considered
a Sport?
By: Haley Franchell
Marching band is one of the oldest ways to celebrate
something like a big game if you win, and most people are excited
for the parades. Like other sports, strength is required and it is
physical demanding to participate in marching band.
Mr. Martin Hollister the director of the New Hartford
Marching Band and says, “Marching Band is a musical sport that
is similar to traditional athletic sports. It’s a concept of working
together and it requires a key component called Art.
Marching Band requires a lot strength, agility, and stamina to
move around the football field. The Marching Spartans Marching
Band has an estimated amount of 100 students which are divided
up into sections. There are students in grades 7 through 12
involved, as well as parents.
The Colorguard uses dance in some of the work they do.The
Colorguard spins things like flags, rifles, and sabers. Most of the
time we have to repeat certain things to get it right and until you
get it right we will keep repeating it.
Marching band requires a lot of mental strength and
coordination and you need to know where you are going without
running into people. The hours are tiring and time consuming but
in the end it is all worth it. We have to learn drill and it is really
hard to learn but because the guard member practice hard, we
get the hang of it eventually. Like other sports, we stretch before
we start practicing and then we practice.
We practice in the summertime. And it is really hard because
it is hot and muggy and you really just want to stay home and sit
by the air conditioner. Most of the time you feel like you want to
pass out, but it’s all worth it in the end because you get a lot
accomplished.

During the year, the marching band practice is Tuesdays
and Thursdays nights from 6:30 to 9:30, and Saturdays are show
days. Each weekend the band competes in a variety of places
including ESM High school, CNS High School, Liverpool High
School, and even New York City.
Marching Band requires a lot of physical work and
commitment to do the stuff that you do. It also requires a lot of
teamwork plus you have to avoid hitting someone with your flag if
you are in the Colorguard.
Mrs. Jennifer Clive an English teacher at the New Hartford
Senior High School has two daughters that are involved in the
Marching Band. Her daughter Maggie is a drummer and her
daughter Emma is a mellophone player. Emma was recently
chosen as an Army-All American Marching Band Member and
performed during the All-Star game in San Antonio, Texas in
January this year.
“My daughters have really enjoyed being a part of marching
band. It has helped them become better musicians and it has
inspired them to work as part of a team to achieve excellence,”
Mrs. Clive explains.
Mrs. Tracy Fountain, who has a daughter Kimberly, a flute
player in the New Hartford Marching Band explains how to join
the band: “You have to be in a musical ensemble to be in the
Marching Band and you have to audition to be a part of the
section.”
Therefore I think Marching Band should be considered a
sport because of the amount of physical movement is involved
and it requires a lot of strength especially if you are in the
Colorguard you have to fight against the wind and that requires
strength.
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OPINION
Well, Milo Yiannopoulos was planning on performing an
event in which he was scheduled to discuss cultural appropriation.
Cultural appropriation is when members of a certain culture use
The “Tolerant Left” Strikes Again
elements of a different culture. The term has drawn controversy by
Richard Falvo
many on the Left, but even Yiannopoulos himself was surprised
As the shocking election of Donald Trump continues to shock
that this topic would draw such rioting.
Photo By Palary.org
the nation, “tolerant” protesters on the Left have become violent.
“It’s not a subject you would imagine would prompt the
These violent acts of rioting have become prevalent on college
kind of violent riots you’re seeing now seeing on every major
campuses, specifically when a speaker with conservative or
broadcast network in United States, and it’s not something I
libertarian viewpoints chooses to share his or her opinion. In other
expected to happen tonight,” he said.
words, when a speaker has a different opinion, it is somehow
Yiannopoulos called the “protests” a sign that progressives
completely justifiable to riot, destroy property, and assault other
have become so “antithetical” to free speech
people.
since President Trump’s election that
A prime example of these
universities couldn’t even hold speakers with
atrocious actions occurred on February
divergent opinions.
1, 2017, where Milo Yiannopoulos, a
This type of statement is extremely accurate
self-proclaimed “troll” and editor for
regarding what has been happening to
the right-wing Breitbart News Network
conservatives all across college campuses.
was scheduled to speak at the
Nobody hears on the news about liberal
University of California Berkeley.
speakers being shut down or having their
More than 1,500 students gathered
events plagued by immature snowflakes who
outside Sproul Hall at UC Berkeley to
feel that rioting will somehow strengthen their
protest Yiannopoulos’ speaking event.
own case for legitimacy and understanding.
What started off as peaceful
Many objects were set on fire during
Milo Yiannopoulos is a figure whose career is
protests during the evening turned violent the night Yiannopoulos was scheduled fueled by getting attention. So when groups of
as the night progressed. Protesters were
to speak. Photo by Palary.org
rioters storm not only one of his events, but
seen holding signs that read “Hate Speech
many others, including events by other speakers,
is Not Free Speech” (which it is), while at
they are not only building a stronger case for
the same time pledging to shut down the event scheduled that
Yiannopoulos himself, but they are also exemplifying how the term
night.
“Tolerant Left” is one the biggest oxymora used today.
Waving signs transformed into throwing smoke bombs,
Other conservative commentators have also had their events
knocking down barriers, setting fires, and starting fights in the
interrupted and/or shut down thanks to protesters who have
south campus area, according to police. The resulting riots were
nothing more productive to do with their life than whine,
such a threat to the physical safety of students that police ordered a
complain, and riot against someone who has an opinion that does
campus lockdown.
not match their own. Ben Shapiro and Gavin McInnes, both
A tweet sent out from the UC Berkeley Police read,
conservative commentators, have had their own speaking events
“Multiple dispersal orders have been given for the Milo protest.
interrupted by protesters. During February 2016 at California State
Please leave campus or avoid the area.”
University, Los Angeles, Shapiro encountered students who
Fortunately, Yiannopoulos was able to escape the campus
barricaded doors to the event and also pulled the fire alarm in an
safely, which was provided via a Facebook post, and later
attempt to shut down the event. Earlier in February 2017, while
confirmed when he recorded a Facebook Live video from his
speaking at New York University, Gavin McInnes was constantly
nearby hotel. In the video, Yiannopoulos stated that his evacuation
interrupted by college crybabies who could not handle the voice of
from the UC Berkeley campus was necessary after “violent leftsomeone with a differing opinion of their own.
wing protesters” threatened his safety.
An even more horrific event unfolded in January 2017
So, why all the rioting?
where one person was actually shot
in the stomach outside Kane Hall in
continued on next page
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happened at UC Berkeley was pretty blatantly an all out attack on
anyone trying to get into Milo’s speech. That gets you nowhere;
which Milo Yiannopoulos was scheduled to deliver a separate
discussing your points in a debate is how to get your voice heard,”
lecture at the University of Washington.
Phillips stated.
If the occurrences previously
Phillips, who tends to share more conservative
mentioned are not classified as an attack on
views,
is exactly right. Both parties need to
Yiannopoulos, who was scheduled
the First Amendment, then nothing is,
recognize that any violence aimed toward any
to speak at U.C. Berkeley on
apparently.
February 1. Photo Courtesy of The individual for merely having a differing opinion
Now, does this story make the
should be condemned by both main parties.
Pitt News
mainstream media headlines? Of course not!
However, the majority of people on the Left
If any liberal speaker had attempted to
do not condemn this kind of violence. With
speak at a university and got their event shut
Arthur Ross being an exception, many either
down with riots ensuing, the American public
keep quiet about the attack on free speech from
would never hear the end of it through
progressives, or they will somehow attempt to
mainstream media outlets.
provide justification for the rioters. Both of
This is simply not the case with
these options only contribute to the ongoing
conservative speakers.
problem.
I believe that all speech should have the
In a final interview conducted with a student
opportunity to be heard, regardless of who is
named Mikaela who attended Cardinal Carter
speaking. Even people with differing political
Catholic High School in Aurora, ON, Canada
views than myself feel the same way.
last year agrees with both Ross and Phillips on
Arthur Ross, a freshman at Middlebury
the topic of both main parties condemning the
College in Middlebury, Vermont, and former
violence at UC Berkeley.
New Hartford student shares the same views
“Yes, of course. People were injured,
on this issue as myself.
property was damaged. A woman was beaten
“On most political issues, I fall in the
with a flagpole. That’s assault, and it’s illegal.
center left. As a registered Democrat, I find
To be quite honest, I don’t know why anyone
myself strongly at odds with Milo
wouldn’t condemn it,” she stated after being
Yiannopoulos, whose viewpoints I consider
asked if the events at UC Berkeley should be
radical. That being said, I respect his right to
condemned by both parties.
free expression and I’m disappointed many of
Protestors showing what they
Like Ross, Mikaela falls in the center of the
my fellow liberals denied him that opportunity,”
political
spectrum, however, she tends to lean more
believe. Photo By Rolling Out
Ross said.
to the right.
Yes, a Democrat, who finds himself strongly
That being said, it is quite evident that people from all sides
at odds with Yiannopoulos feels disappointed with his fellow liberals.
of the political spectrum tend to believe that the events which
This should be a warning sign to the Left that their tactics are not
unfolded at UC Berkeley on February 1 were unjustifiable and
working.
should be condemned by both parties.
Furthermore, the events that occurred not only at UC
I agree that there are in fact legitimate frustrations in which
Berkeley, but at other campuses across the United States should be
people on the Left possess about Yiannopoulos. He is a very
condemned by both parties.
controversial figure who does tend to make insults aimed at certain
Another interview conducted, this time with Brendan
individuals. However, if you do not like what he is saying, then don’t
Phillips, a senior at New Hartford High School, brought about the
attend his event!
same belief.
Rioting is never the solution to any problem, and regardless
“I absolutely think that both parties need to recognize that
of how you feel about Yiannopoulos himself, it is extremely difficult
violence toward others for simply disagreeing needs to stop. While
to justify not only the horrific events at UC Berkeley, but all the riots
some incidents have happened in the past to both parties, what
and violent protests which many other conservative speakers have
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MEET THE STAFF
Julianna Dubyna

Stevie Malenowski

By Madison Fillipponi

By: Noah Love

Julianna Dubyna is a sophomore at New Hartford Senior
High. Her favorite subject is English and she enjoys reading and
writing. In her free time, she enjoys soccer, going to concerts and
listening to music. She enjoys all genres of music aside from
country.
She is currently undecided on her future plans, although she
hopes to either be a veterinarian or an author.
An interesting fact about Julianna is she studies Ukrainian as
she has family from there.
Juliana creates the Question of the Week Page for each edition
of Spartan Expressions this semester.

Stevie Malenowski is a senior at New Hartford, who
joined Journalism because he enjoys writing. Stevie enjoys
sports, specifically running as he is a part of the Cross-Country
team and the Track team, but also he enjoys watching
basketball. Stevie’s other hobbies include listening to any genre
of music, his favorite artist being Donald Glover, and watching
movies, his favorite being Pulp Fiction (1994). Outside of school
he likes hanging out with friends and his dog, a 2 year-old
golden-doodle named Ollie.
Stevie plans to go to college after High School though he
is unsure where. His top picks are currently Lafayette and
Ithaca College.

Any student may contribute to Spartan Expressions

Spartan Expressions is the New Hartford High School Articles and creative writing for consideration of publication must meet the following guidelines:

student newspaper. The NHHS journalism classes, as well as CONTENT:
members of the Spartan Expressions club, produce the paper. • No slanderous or libelous material will be tolerated.
Materials found to be published in the paper are the efforts of • All reference to sex will be vague, scientific and will not use slang or be otherwise offensive.
students who contribute and are not intended to represent the • There will be no excess of violence or morbidity.
opinion of any school official or member of the New
• No promotion of the use of drugs, alcohol, or recreational sex.
Hartford Central School Board of Education. Reviews or
• No interference with the educational process.
references to businesses, services, products or media do not
• Content shall be factual and unbiased and shall not be derogatory toward an person on group.
represent an endorsement by the Board of Education. The SUBMISSION:
copyright laws of the United States of America protect all
• All articles and creative writing must be typed and edited.
materials published in Spartan Expressions.
• Please email submissions to jclive@nhart.org at least a week before publication.
• See Mrs. Clive in Room 251 if you have questions or need assistance.

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

18

March 2017

V o l . 2 : I s s u e 1!

!

19

SPORTS
The Excitement of Sectional
Season
By: Madison Fillipponi
With regular season games coming to an end, New Hartford
athletes are ready to tackle the sectional tournament in the next
couple of weeks. Tensions are at an all time high as these athletes
realize that this tournament is completely different than what they
have seen in the regular season. Anything can truly happen; any
team can be beaten at any given time.
Teams have been hard at work preparing for the ultimate goal;
their team’s year on that banner.
Jordan Restivo, a junior libero on the New Hartford volleyball
team talks about the key to her team’s successful 15-1 season, which
concluded with a regular season league championship.

	


“I feel pretty confident going in

because we’ve been working really
hard in practice the last couple of
weeks and have been really knocking
out the competition in our last few
games,” Jordan says. 	


	


Jordan Restivo keeps the ball alive
in NH victory against Camden.
Photo taken by Sandy Restivo.

She attributes her team’s
success to all of the bonds formed on
and off the court throughout the
season.
“It’s the team’s chemistry because we
are always together and we’re really
close,” Jordan said.

	


The volleyball team has put
together the most wins ever in a
season for their program. Their goal
is to bring home the first section title in New Hartford volleyball
history.
Volleyball is not the only team with this goal in mind.
Sophomore swimmer Donovan Kearney talks about the swim team
and their tough competitors. Kearney claims that Mexico will be
their stiffest competition.
“We will either get first or second, no doubt” Kearney says
matter-of-factly.
He talks about their strength in numbers. It is important for a
team to be able to offer something different from each player. He

says that New
Hartford has an
advantage above
other teams in
that sense.
“Although
other teams may
have one state
bound athlete, we
have depth.
Kearney takes a breath before submerging beneath the
water. Photo from New Hartford Spartans Yearbook.
Everyone is pretty
good,” Kearney
says.
As a team, athletes are keeping in mind what they all must
contribute to win together. Another powerful leg-up for these New
Hartford teams is their tremendous leadership. For these seniors, it
is their last chance to leave their mark on the school. Everyone has
their reasons for wanting a section title under their belt.
“I want to win sectionals for the team, especially the seniors
since it’s their last year and I know that they don’t want to stop
playing hockey. It’s important to me because it would really mean a
lot to them and all their hard work and devotion to the game will
be rewarded with a sectional title and hopefully more,” stated
sophomore hockey player Shane Calhoun.
It is the last chance to do all you can to make your year count.
This is motivation for the teams to buckle up and focus on the task
at hand. The hockey team went 8-7-4 on the season, but hopes to
prove what they are really made of in the sectional tournament,
where it really matters.
All winter sports teams are reaching towards the same goal,
and they hope to put 2016-2017 on many of the banners this year.

Shane Calhoun plays with the puck in tough battle against
the Warriors. Photo from taken from OD sports.
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SPORTS
NBA MVP Rankings at
Halfway Point
By Ethan Kane
As the halfway point approaches in the NBA regular season the
MVP race tightens as the top players continue to pour out night
after night of unbelievable stats. Players like James Harden and
Russell Westbrook remain seated as the top candidates, but Celtics
guard Isaiah Thomas continues to rise in the ranks as the Celtics
continue their rise to the top of the eastern conference. The
Golden State Warriors continue their dominance over the league
lead by Kevin Durant. The Cavaliers have hit a rough patch as of
January and with the loss of All-Star Kevin Love all eyes are on
Lebron James as he continues to push his team towards another
NBA Finals appearance.

5. Isaiah Thomas,
Boston Celtics
Isaiah Thomas
continues his late game
heroics by pushing the
Celtics forward
racking up win after
win and also showing
the world that there is
no correlation between
your size and level of
skill. At just 5’9”
Thomas is taking the
NBA by storm by
putting his athletic and
sportingnews.com
offensive capabilities on display.
“Thomas has scored 20 or more points
in 22 straight games. It’s the longest such streak for a Celtics star
since Kevin McHale piled up 28 straight such games during the
1986-1987 season,” writes Sekou Smith NBA analyst.
With the Celtics only two games back from the Cavaliers
Thomas’ squad is heating up and poses a real threat to the reigning
champions.

4. Lebron James,
Cleveland Cavaliers
The Cavs have
dropped in the
standings the past
weeks but remain the
top team in the Eastern
Conference with a
record of 36-15. In
James’ last five games
he has been averaging
26 points, 10.2 assists,
9.8 rebounds, and 1.4
steals a game. However
latimes.com
being one of the greatest
players on the planet and the Cav’s
leader means that all the blame falls on James. With the Celtics
only 2.5 games back, and a 7-8 record in January Lebron falls
down the list in the race

3.Kevin Durant, Golden
State Warriors
Durant has proven that
the experiment with a super
team has worked out as the
Warriors remain seated as
the top team in the league
with a record of 44-8. It’s
no secret that Durant is one
of the major reasons for the
Warriors success and he is
now averaging 25.7 points
per game, 8.4 rebounds per
game, and 4.9 assists per
bleacherreport.com
game.
According to NBA.com
“Sharing Western Conference Player of the Month honors with
Stephen Curry is the most appropriate way for Durant and the
Warriors to start 2017”.

continued on next page
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2. Russell Westbrook,
Oklahoma City Thunder
Russell Westbrook has been
playing at a level so high this year
the NBA has not seen a
player average a triple-double
since Oscar Robertson did it back
in the 1961-62 season. Westbrook
averages 30.9 points (league best),
10.5 rebounds, and 10.2 assists per
game. Although the Thunder’s
record does not show for the
tremendous feat. The Thunder
sportingnews.com
now sit in the Western Conference
7th seed with a record of 30-23.
That being said Westbrook leads his team in every category with
Victor Oladipo being the second leading scorer on the team with 16
points per game. If Russell Westbrook continues his historic season
he may carry his team deep into the playoffs.
I interviewed Steve Rabbia for his input on who he thinks the
MVP is at this point. Steve stated “Russell Westbrook is the first
player to average a triple double since Oscar Robertson in the 60’s
or 70’s” I asked Steve how Westbrook could keep this level of play
up and he responded “Keep passing the ball, crashing the boards,
the scoring will come on its own.”
At point guard Russell Westbrook is one of the leading
rebounders in the NBA and is holding his own with big men such as
DeAndre Jordan, and Andre Drummond who have won the
rebounding title in the past.

“Russell Westbrook is the first
player to average a triple double
since Oscar Robertson in the 60’s
or 70’s”--Steve Rabbia
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1. James Harden,
Houston Rockets
The surprise story
of the year has to be the
Houston Rockets. The
Rockets were projected
to not make the playoffs
this year after going
41-41 last season and
losing star Center
Dwight Howard in the
offseason. But the
Rockets signed forward
Ryan Anderson, and guard Eric Gordon both from the New
Orleans Pelicans. After not making any of the All-NBA teams last
year James Harden has transitioned from Shooting Guard to Point
Guard with the help of new coach Mike D’Antoni. Nobody realised
how much this small change would affect the Rockets this year.
Harden now averages 28.9 PPG, 8.2 RPG, and 11.3 APG (league
best). The Rockets now sit at the third seed in the Western
Conference with a record of 39-17 (third best in NBA).
James Harden averages “24.98 unassisted points per game,
27.04 points created by assist per game, and has a playmaker rating
of 127.81 (best in the NBA)” via Adam Fromal National NBA
featured columnist. Adam also writes “Though he uses nearly four
fewer possessions than Westbrook during a typical contest, he
creates an additional 3.6 points per game off his passes by leading
teammates into open spots”.
A true MVP makes the players around him better and James
Harden most certainly has made the players around him better this
year. Eric Gordon whose career has been plagued by injuries on the
New Orleans Pelicans .
“Due to knee and wrist and hand injuries, Gordon never
missed fewer than 18 games in a season, averaged just 42…”
according to NBA.com.
Gordon has been the favorite to win sixth man of the year and
ranks second this year in 3-pointers made. Gordon scores 65.68% of
his points off of assists (nbaminer.com) and with James Harden
carrying the ball every possession besides when he’s on the bench,
most of Harden’s assist come from Eric Gordon. James Harden
puts his players like Eric Gordon in positions to score, and the
Rockets continue to score at will by putting up 114.2 points per
game (sportingcharts.com).
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SPORTS
New Hartford Bowling
Team Finishes Strong
2016 - 2017 Season
By: Tommy Mumau
The New Hartford bowling team, lead by Mr. Steve
Romanow and Mr. Matt Romanow just completed their 2016 2017 season with a respectable 8 - 6 record overall, as well as
placing tenth in the sectional tournament.
Austin Jones (190 average), Ryan Newman (190 average),
and Nate Bennett’s all - star seasons largely contributed to the
team’s success. Their clutch performances in New Hartford’s four
match win streak, to end the season, sent New Hartford to
sectionals for the third year in a row. Nate Bennett’s break out
season (187 average) was key for New Hartford’s postseason
appearance.
The coaching staff of the team is the father - son duo of Mr.
Steve Romanow and Mr. Matt Romanow. Coach Steve
Romanow just completed his fourteenth season with the team.
Over the course of these fourteen years he has acquired the
reputation of being one of the most successful coaches in the Tri
- Valley League. His son Mr. Matt Romanow earned his
reputation in the league long before joining the coaching staff.
Mr. Romanow had arguably the best career in the history of the
New Hartford bowling team. A major accomplishment of his was
setting the school record for 300s. After his many years being
around the sport of bowling, he still enjoys the uniqueness of the
sport. He said, “What I like most is the benefit you can get from
succeeding both individually and as a team”. He also added that
he enjoys the challenge of different oil patterns on the lanes.
As far as this season, Coach Matt Romanow was very
impressed in this team’s ability to pull together and win matches,
especially because of the team’s abundance of younger classmen.
Three of New Hartford’s eight starters, Garrett Pratt, Robert
Tehan, and Michael Curriere, all currently attend Perry Junior
High. Coach Romanow was also very impressed with seniors
Seth Garrett and Mateo Crever, who had success in their first and
only season for the Spartans.
Seth Garrett said that his experience on the team will be one
that he will always fondly remember.

“The bowling team is special because you can have
enjoyment in the sport no matter what your level is. It doesn’t
matter whether you have been bowling for years or never before.
I don’t believe that can be said of any other sport,” Seth said.
The team had a .500 winning percentage through their first
eight matches, and was in danger of missing sectionals. But with
a sense of urgency, the team put the pedal to the gas winning four
of their last six to give them a third straight postseason
appearance. Prior to sectionals, the team competed in the Tri Valley League Championship where they placed fifth overall.
Finally, they bowled in the Section 3 tournament at AMF Strike
‘N Spare Lanes in Syracuse, NY. In the tournament, New
Hartford got off to a red - hot start finishing the morning block of
games in fourth. But, in the afternoon the team dropped a few
places despite a strong performance. The Spartans improved on
their placement from the year prior, finishing tenth overall and
4th in class B.

The team at sectionals at Strike ‘N Spare Lanes in
Syracuse, NY
continued on next page
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SPORTS
Bowling, continued from previous page
Seniors Austin Jones and Ryan Newman ended their
impressive careers this season. Both of these seniors have been key
members to the successful teams over the past few years.
Austin Jones bowled six varsity seasons for the Spartans, and
ended with a 190 average. Austin became the Spartans singles
bowler (highest position in the lineup) in 9th grade, and was one of
the main contributors to the Spartans wins in that time.
Although Austin was one of the stars on these teams, he says
that having fun with his team is what he will miss the most. Jones
says he will miss joking around with the team, including “...the
funny things we all say in the huddles before each game.”
Ryan Newman began his career in seventh grade with a 98
average, and ended his career with a very impressive 190 average.
Newman says after he graduates he will miss the camaraderie of
being on the team, “What I will miss most is bowling with the team
every week.”
Ryan and Austin’s presence on the team will be greatly missed.
These two seniors were not only great bowlers, but great
teammates as well.
After the season concluded, the team held its annual banquet.
At the banquet, awards were handed out to the top bowlers this
season. The MVP (Most Valuable Player) award was given to the
doubles team of senior Ryan Newman and sophomore Nate
Bennett. In addition, 8th grader Garrett Pratt received the MIP

The 2016 - 2017 New Hartford Bowling Team
Via Connor Nelson’s Twitter
(Most Improved Player) award. Garrett just concluded his first
varsity season, and will look to keep his success going in the years
to come.
Overall, it was a very successful season for the Spartans. Next
year they will look to keep improving with returning varsity
members Nate Bennett, Tommy Mumau, Brendan Whitman,
Garrett Pratt, Michael Curriere, Robert Tehan, Jake Lingley, and
Anthony Rabbia.

“The bowling team is special because you can have
enjoyment in the sport no matter what your level is. It
doesn’t matter whether you have been bowling for
years or never before. I don’t believe that can be said of
any other sport”--Seth Garrett
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The Hot Corner
MLB Prepares to open 2017 Season
By: Tommy Mumau
It was an exciting offseason around the hot stove! So many teams
around the league have improved with offseason acquisitions. This
offseason saw a variety of action from the trade of Chris Sale, to the free
agent signings of Edwin Encarnacion and Yoenis Cespedes. It appears
that these moves are foreshadowing another great baseball season!
The 2016 season concluded with a historic World Series that was
followed all around the world. The Chicago Cubs ended their 108 year
championship drought with a World Series victory against the Cleveland
Indians.
It was then onto the offseason, where the first major move was made
a few weeks later. Yoenis Cespedes resigned with the Mets for $110
million over four years , according to the New York Post.
About a week after that executives around the league met at the
annual Winter Meetings, where many trades and free agent signings
occurred. The meetings saw players such as Aroldis Chapman (Yankees),
Mark Melancon (Giants), Matt Holliday (Yankees), Chris Sale (Red Sox),
and Ian Desmond (Rockies) switch uniforms. After being traded by the
Yankees to the Cubs last season, and winning the World Series, closer
Aroldis Chapman returned to the Yankees. He and the Yankees signed a
5 year $86 million deal. Chapman appeared to be more thrilled with the
signing than the Yankees and their fans were.
“They welcomed me with open arms and that’s why I decided to go
back. I was hoping I had a chance to go back and it happened. Every
player dreams of being a Yankee, and if they don’t it’s because they never
got the chance,” Chapman told the New York Times.
Although many important moves were made at the Winter
Meetings, the offseason was far from over. Players such as Edwin
Encarnacion, Jose Bautista, and Mark Trumbo were still available. Edwin
Encarnacion signed with the Cleveland Indians, and could not wait to
play for the reigning American League Champions.
"I can't wait to start the season and come back again to Cleveland
and play some baseball," Encarnacion said according to FOX 8
Cleveland.
Free agent sluggers Mark Trumbo (Orioles) and Jose Bautista (Blue
Jays) both returned to their teams from last season.
Now that the dust has settled on the offseason, spring training has
begun in Florida and Arizona. Spring training games have begun, and so
have the position battles. One battle to watch is the first base spot for the
Yankees. The Yankees have three first baseman: Greg Bird, Tyler Austin,
and Chris Carter (2016 NL home run leader). Greg Bird and Tyler
Austin are right in the middle of the Yankees current youth movement.
Last season the Yankees said goodbye to veterans Alex Rodriguez and
Mark Teixeira, in an effort to have a younger team, and future success.
Another one of the “Baby Bombers” is catcher Gary Sanchez. Last year

Gary Sanchez hitting a home run against the Blue Jays. Via
www.nydailynews.com
in his rookie season Gary Sanchez hit .299 with 20 home runs and 42
RBIs in just 53 games with the Yankees (baseball-reference.com). The
Yankees will look to him this season to help lead this very young team.
The Yankees are definitely a team to watch this season. Sophomore
Juliano “Juice” Macera is excited to see what the Yankees’ young stars will
do this season.
“They’re not a complete team just yet, but they should be competing
in the near future, and will give the world a peak at just how good they
should be when they take the field on opening day”, said Macera.
The obvious favorites going into the season are the defending
champions, the Chicago Cubs. The Cubs have many young stars,such as
Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, Addison Russell, Javier Baez, and Kyle
Schwarber. Like the Yankees, the Cubs have been following a youth
movement, which largely contributed to their success last season. Junior
Jack Angelucci agrees, but won’t predict a Cubs title quite yet.
“The Cubs are the obvious favorites right now, but there are a lot of
young teams that are moving in the right direction and can contend this
season. It will be very exciting once October rolls around”, said
Angelucci.
Current Yankee and former Cub, Aroldis Chapman sees similarities
in the Yankees and Cubs current youth philosophy.
“I just saw it happen in Chicago, and it’s something very impressive
that [the Yankees] are following a youth movement...This is going to be a
very good team,” Chapman said, according to the New York Post.
The Cubs also have a great starting rotation consisting of Jake
Arrieta, Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks, John Lackey, Mike Montgomery, and
Brett Anderson. Arrieta, Lester, and Hendricks alone gave the Cubs 53
wins last season.

(Continued On Next Page)
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The Hot Corner
continued from previous page
But, the Cubs are not the only starting rotation for hitters to be
worried about, the Boston Red Sox have greatly improved their starting
rotation over the past few seasons. The Red Sox have two former Cy
Young Award winners: Rick Porcello and David Price. These two pitchers
alone will make it very difficult on the rest of the AL East.
Another team with a bright future is the New York Mets. The Mets
have a chance of contending this season if their ace Matt Harvey, and
captain David Wright stay healthy.
Although the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim are not in a position to
contend the season, there will still be some excitement surrounding the

Mike Trout Stealing a Base
Via espn.go.com
Halos. Veteran Albert Pujols is just 9 home runs shy of 600 for his career,
and will most likely achieve that this season (baseball-reference.com).
Another player to watch is superstar Mike Trout. He will provide the
Angels with power, speed, and great defense in the outfield.

Dodgers’ Bright Young Star Corey Seager
Via www.sportingnews.com
On the other side of LA, the Los Angeles Dodgers once again have a
great team, with a chance to win it all. The Dodgers have a star at almost
every single position on the diamond. The Dodgers have arguably the best
pitcher on the planet, Clayton Kershaw. Kershaw is only 28, and he has
already won an MVP award, 3 Cy Young Awards, 1 Gold Glove, and he
has made the NL All - Star team 6 seasons in a row. In addition their
shortstop, Corey Seager, is just coming off of his Rookie of the Year
winning season. These 2 players will make the Dodgers a serious threat in
the National League this season.
Another team that can’t be forgotten is the Washington Nationals.
The Nationals like many of the teams we have discussed, also have an
abundance of young talent. Young star Bryce Harper provides a lot of
power and run production for the Nats. This may be the first year that the
Nationals will make an appearance in the fall classic, in their team’s
history.
Now that spring training games have begun, the excitement is
building as we near closer and closer to opening day. The regular season
begins on April 2, and looks to be an exciting one!

Notable MLB Opening Day Games:
4/2, 1:10 NYY @ TB
4/2, 8:35 CHC @ STL
4/3, 1:10 ATL @ NYM
4/10, 1:10 TB @ NYY*
4/14, 7:35 SD @ ATL**
*Yankees Home Opener
**Braves First Game in new stadium

Via www.nydailynews.com
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SPORTLIGHT
In the “Sportlight”
Allison Puccio
By Madison Fillipponi
This issue of “In the Sportlight” belongs to senior volleyball
player Allison Puccio. Allison has played volleyball since 7th grade
and became a varsity player only a year later. She moved to New
Hartford in 10th grade and turned the New Hartford Volleyball
program around for the better. Although her varsity career is now
over, she will further her volleyball career at Babson College
starting in the fall of 2017.
Allison talks about how it all started for her.
“My mom played volleyball when she was in high school and
encouraged me to play in 7th grade. I was totally against playing
volleyball because I wanted to stick to being a gymnast, but my
parents forced me to play and then I fell in love with the sport and
now am going to college to play,” Allison says excitedly.
It is safe to say she is very happy with her decision to pursue
volleyball instead. Babson College has a very competitive Division
3 volleyball program filled with a lot of talent that Allison is
honored to get the chance to contribute to. She plans to study
business while she is there.
It is no secret that Allison has put up numbers that go above
and beyond any other player that has passed through the schools
program.
“I played in 158 games and
ended my high school career
with 115 aces, 681 kills, 206
assists, 58 blocks, and 260
digs” Allison said.
She shattered records by leaps
and bounds over anyone to
have ever played for New
Hartford in the mere three
years she has been here. I
asked her about where her
success comes from.
“I find that I take criticisms
Allison puts the ball away against
well. While that may not seem
Camden. Photo by Sandy Restivo.
like a huge deal, some can't
deal with being picked apart
by their coach. I find that when a coach criticizes my playing it
makes me a better player so I find it necessary and beneficial for

me to be coached in a critical way if I want to be the best player I
can be,” Allison said.
She attributes
much of her
success to her
coaches.
“My biggest
inspirations are
Danny Boy and
Mom E,” Allison
says with thanks.
Coach Dan
Liberto and Kelly
Entwistle coach
Allison’s club
team, UVBA.
Another key
to Allison’s
Allison enjoying her senior night. photo by
success is her
Sandy Restivo.
versatility. She
was a setter for
her former high school Rush-Henrietta in Rochester, New York
and played as a right side hitter in her first year at New Hartford.
She then played middle for high school the next two years while
playing outside in club volleyball. Among all these different
positions, she passes the back row as well. Who wouldn’t want a
player who can do it all? She will play her favorite position,
outside hitter, in college.
As well as playing varsity volleyball for New Hartford, look
for Allison as a threat on the varsity softball team in the spring.
New Hartford High School wishes Allison Puccio success in
all of her future volleyball endeavors and beyond.

Allison and team battle hard against rival Whitesboro. Photo by
Sandy Restivo.
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SPORTLIGHT
You’re an Animal,
Rabbia
Stevie Malenowski
Steve Rabbia, affectionately known
as “Deeb” by his teammates, has had a
roller-coaster ride of a senior year to cap
off his athletic career for the New
Hartford Spartans. Rabbia is a three
sport athlete for the spartans, running
cross country in the fall, wrestling in the
winter, and running track in the spring.
He has battled injuries throughout
his senior year, struggling to hold himself
to his usual standard, or keep his “peak
Deeb form,” as it’s known by his
teammates. But even with these injuries,
he hasn’t given up on any of his
teammates.
“It’s pretty awful knowing that you
aren’t going to be where you once were
just like a week or two before,” Rabbia
said on his injuries. “But I mean the least
I can do is try to get back there.”
Rabbia suffered a hamstring injury
while running in the Spartans’ senior
night against Rome, and has had trouble
staying fully healthy since.
While this is true, he managed a
speedy comeback that very season,
coming back to run in the Manhattan
Invitational, and was able to stick it out
the rest of the season, not missing a
single meet. “Personally it was tough and
all dealing with my hammy, but I’d say I
made a nice comeback.” said Rabbia
through bites of a sandwich at his
lunchtime.
While Steve was never going to be a
state champion, his leadership was key
for the Spartans on their way to the state
title race.

“I mean we all know Deeb was
never going to be beating Josh (Farmer)
in any races,” said senior Jake Anweiler.
“But Steve held us down on the moral
side of things, you know? He was kind of
the glue that held the team together most
days, cause without him we’d be down a
leader which just made things tough.”
Rabbia holds his captainship in high
regard, saying, “I was really honored to
be a captain actually, I felt like getting
voted as one meant the guys respected
me, my leadership and my work ethic.”
Rabbia says it was a bittersweet
season for himself, but still keeps his head
high and continues to set high goals for
himself.
“Going through injuries was tough,
but I mean...I mean I was able to be on a
team that won back to back sectional

Photo - Chris Mayer

titles so it’s not really all bad. I’m looking
forward to seeing what this team will do
in the future. USA rugby 2020,” said
Rabbia.
When most people think of a cross
country runner, they think of a long,
lean, skinny kid: Steve Rabbia is not that
kid. He’s 180 pounds of lean, mean,
fighting machine. Steve opts to stay in
wrestling form year round, as he says it’s
much harder to put muscle or weight
back on after he’s lost it.
Talking about his transition from
cross country season into wrestling
season, Rabbia said that, “Wrestling is
obviously a much tougher, more physical
sport than cross country, but the
transition isn’t that much of a big deal
anyways because I’m really the same size
during both seasons.”
Rabbia’s stance on cutting weight
also helps him get right into the swing of
things come winter. While dragging a
piece of bread through the remains of
some marinara sauce, Steve made the
claim that, “You know, I really don’t cut
weight, don’t see it as important.”
While the hamstring was still a
lingering injury at the time the wrestling
season came knocking, Steve didn’t let it
faze him, and kept his eyes on the prize:
sectionals. With his goal in mind, Rabbia
set out on his journey, trying to just get a
seed in the sectional tournament,
something he’d never done before.
Wrestling against some of the best in the
state in a competitive weight class,
Rabbia was faced with an uphill battle
from the very start, but wouldn’t let that
bring him down. While he had the best
season of his Spartan wrestling varsity
continued on next page

spartan expressions • New hartford senior high school • new hartford, ny

March 2017

V o l . 2 : I s s u e 1!

!

28

S P O RTLIG H T
Rabbia, continued from previous page

career, he sadly still missed out on the sectional tournament. In an
interview summarizing his 2016-17 wrestling season, Rabbia said
that, “I’d say I made a lot of improvement from last year. It’s
[tough] missing out on sectionals but you move on pretty quick.”
Like a newborn bird leaving the nest, Rabbia leaves his
comfort zone of wrestling in the spring, opting to go under the wing
of Coach Tom Wells, and join the New Hartford track and field
team. Most people on the New Hartford track team run a variety of
events come meet day: Josh Farmer runs the 800m and the mile,
Garrett Jones runs the 3200m and the mile, and Justin Alpert runs
the 100m and the 200m. While this is true, Steve Rabbia is not like
most people. Steve chooses to be a specialist, a connoisseur, if you
will, of the 800m run, it being his only race most meet days.
In true Steve Rabbia fashion, he has set his goals
monumentally high for the upcoming season, saying that he
“expects to be on the 4x8 team, maybe even the school record for
the open 800m. Why be decent at three races when you can be as
dominant a force as me in one? I’ll put this team on my back at
sectionals if I have to.”
Rabbia is coming off a season where he set the Don Edick field
track on fire, 800 meters at a time. His season personal best was a
blistering 2:26, a mere 33 seconds off John Soggs’ school record of
1:53. While he may not be the best on the team, similar to cross
country season, Rabbia’s role on the team as captain is arguably
more crucial than that of a top runner. On a team full of different
personalities, Steve is able to wrestle control of New Hartford’s
distance runners and give them some much needed stability and
guidance.
Steve has an incredibly bright future ahead of him as he plans
on attending Norwich University in the fall, hoping to come out an
officer in the United States Marine Corp. On his future, Rabbia
said that he “Can’t wait to leave New Hartford, I feel very prepped,
but [my desire to leave has] got nothing to do with where I am
now.”
While Steve is excited for what the future holds, he’ll always be
able to look back and reminisce over his memories as a New
Hartford Spartan.

Photo - Steve Rabbia
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F EA TU RE
Lost in Translation:
A Retrospective on Film Adaptations
By Noah Love
Many people complain that there is almost no original
content in film anymore. However adaptations have been around
since the early days of film and offer a different way to tell a
familiar story.
Many lost silent films are adaptations of classic literature,
especially classic horror stories. Before The Phantom of the Opera
was released in 1925, there was a Swedish silent version of the
film, released in 1916. However, that film has since been lost and
it is unknown how close it was to the original novel. In fact the
only reason we really know it existed is because of references
made in other media. One of the most famous, classic horror
films is the 1931 Frankenstein adaptation. The earliest one, which
we know much more about than the 1916 Phantom film, was
released in 1910.
Often the most popular novels are the ones adapted, and
many have actually created classic films like the ones mentioned
before. Films like The Godfather (1972), Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho
(1960) and Schindler’s List (1993). Also, Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
successful stage adaptation of The Phantom of the Opera, which is
the most successful
broadway musical in
history. All films that have
been hailed as
masterpieces, none of
which are original
properties. However they
did each change aspects of
the original. The classic
“girl in the red coat” scene
from Schindler’s List was
original, but the iconic
“shower scene” in Psycho
was in the novel, and
significantly more graphic.
While the film was
controversial for its
Poster of Frankenstein (1910). violence and sexuality at the

time, there’s only one brief frame where you can see any of the
violence in the scene.
The phrase most often used concerning adaptations is, “the
book is always better than the movie,” but I don’t believe the
point of an adaptation is to make it better, but to make it a
different experience and improve certain aspects.
Sophie Norton, a sophomore, mentioned how the book Les
Miserables, was in her opinion a better experience as a musical
when it was adapted for the stage.
“The book was good, but the musical with all the songs made
the experience much more memorable than reading the book,”
Sophie explains.
In translation, scenes are often changed. This is usually
because certain scenes don’t work well when directly adapted.
However, this isn’t always the reason, such as My Sister’s Keeper by
Jodi Picoult, being adapted into a film in 2009. The devastatingly
shocking ending was changed to a much more conventional one
for the film. Even people who didn’t like the original ending
complained as the ending sealed how uncompromising, raw and
realistic the book was. Despite Picoult begging the filmmakers not
to change the ending, they changed it because they didn’t want
negative reception from such a shocking ending.
Certain films though can make a scene work just as well,
albeit differently than the original. The 2008 adaptation of the
Swedish horror novel Let the Right One In of the same name, for
example, changed a specific scene that made it work differently,
but maybe even better than the original. Both the film and the
novel have been critically acclaimed since release, to the point
where a film version was released in America in 2010 entitled Let
Me In.
This scene is often considered to be the best in the film, but
first a little backstory. The story focuses on a young boy named
Oskar who is constantly bullied and seems to be developing a very
dark mind set. He has a scrapbook full of newspaper clippings
about crimes and repeatedly stabs a tree in an early seen whilst
pretending to confront his tormentors. A girl about his age moves
in next door and she has a dark secret of her own and the two
develop a beautiful friendship and find purpose in eachother’s
lives not to mention the child actors in the film giving incredible
performances with Lina Leandersson’s performance as Eli being
continued on next page
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F EA TU RE
Film Adaptations, continued from previous page

considered one of the greatest performances in a horror movie
of all time. An integral moment in the two children’s
relationship happens just after Oskar discovers Eli’s secret. In the
novel, she kisses him and shows him her memories (which also
reveals that “she” is actually an androgynous boy, in that he
expresses himself in a very feminine way). This allows Oskar to
have a much clearer understanding of her.
However in the film, Eli’s backstory is left ambiguous and
their gender is only briefly questioned in a few scenes. This
scene is still in the film however, with Eli showing Oskar how
similar they are. She then begs him to “be her” as he closes his
eyes and we see a simple shot of Eli’s face as he imagines what
it’s like to be her. In this one shot we’re able to see just how
tortured and broken Eli is, and we know this is Oskar’s
imagination because it immediately cuts to the real Eli in a
different position and looking directly at Oskar instead of more
at the top of his head.
The novel version works as it gives backstory to Eli, and is
in a medium in which a long period of character development
can work. However film is a distinctly visual medium., and
usually doesn’t have that amount of time to spare. Also, Eli’s
past is not integral to the story, her character arc and
relationship with Oskar are. Changing what could be a long
sequence showing her backstory is the best approach. The
filmmakers realized this and changed the scene.
Moments like this can be changed well to fit the different art
form, but still have the soul of the book as well as keep many
parts.

“It seems that adaptations exist because
people want to tell stories, and sometimes
they want to tell stories in a different way.”
--Noah Love

Shot of Kare Hedebrant and Lina Leandersson as Oskar
and Eli respectively in Let the Right One In (2008)

Mrs. Clive, the high school journalism and English teacher,
mentioned Arthur Miller’s The Crucible as a film that did just this.
“For a lot of people films are generally more engaging” and
are more of a “social experience and reading a book is more
solitary,” Mrs. Clive says.
You could say adaptations are getting tired, but Let the Right
One In came out pretty recently and multiple award winning
films such as Room and The Martian, both having been released in
2015, are also based on novels. This year as well, with the recent
superhero movie Suicide Squad being released to incredible box
office and audience success (though not critical). Some of what
are considered the best films of each year are based on existing
properties, and even what are considered the greatest of all time.
Almost 20 films on AFI’s Top 100 greatest films of all time are
adaptations and over 20 have won the Academy Award for Best
Picture.
It seems that adaptations exist because people want to tell
stories, and sometimes they want to tell stories in a different
way. While technically all adaptations are capitalizing on the
previously established work, when they have passion, effort and
know what they want to do, and what to do at all, they can
create works of art that are just as, if not more, memorable as
the original property.
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QUESTION
Question
Of The
OF THE
WeekWEEK
Which is better, the book or the movie?By Julianna Dubyna
“Book, hands down. The book is
better in so many ways. I don’t
like to read but the book provides
so many more scenes and details
than the movie ever could. The
author wrote it the way you were
supposed to interpret it, actors and
actresses can’t always portray the
author’s ideas the way intended.”
--Caroline Bonville--

“I’m not much of a reader so
I’m gonna have to go with
movie. I’m a movie fanatic
you could say. Actors and
actresses put off more than
any book ever could. You can
show sadness through facial
expressions and actions, but
it’s so hard to write and read
something about sadness.”
--Carla Nicotera-Education-portal.com
Dbclipart.com

“I don’t like reading, nor do I
really watch movies but if I
have to choose I’d say the
book is better. When I see a
preview or trailer for a movie
based on a book and I find it
interesting I feel I have to get
the book right away and read
it. So, yeah, books.”
--Kayla Gray--

“It depends. Some books
are way better than the
movie and same goes for
movies, it truly depends.
Harry Potter for example,
great actors and actresses
but the book was better.”
--Marissa LeFever-“Such a hard question. I love to read, I
read 24/7 but I also love myself a good
movie. There are many times where the
book is so much better than the movie
but I’ve also seen it the other way
around. It depends on the POV, genre
and size as well as the actors-actresses
and scenes provided in the film. I want
to say book, I want to say movie and I
want to say it depends so I will. It
depends on which book/movie.
--Victoria Canipe--
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F EA TU RE
Atlanta, “Awaken,
My Love!” and the
rise of Donald
Glover
Stevie Malenowski
Donald Glover had a year to
remember in 2016. In the past year,
Glover has created, written, directed and
starred in the critically acclaimed TV
show Atlanta, released his long awaited
album, Awaken My Love!, which sounds like
it belongs in 1974 rather than 2017, and
it had also been announced that he’d be
starring in both an upcoming Star Wars
movie along with a currently unnamed
Spider Man movie.
Being in the spotlight isn’t new to
Glover; at 33, he’s had a career that most
entertainers could only dream of. Glover

www.popsugar.com

got his start writing and making cameos
in Tina Fey’s TV show 30 Rock in 2006,
sticking around until 2009, when he left to
produce and star in his own movie,
Mystery Team, which he premiered at the
Sundance Film Festival. In that same year,
Glover was cast as Troy in the cult TV
hit, Community, a role which he would play
for the next five years of his career. In
2011, after years of doing stand up
comedy in New York clubs, Glover
released a stand up comedy special with
Comedy Central, titled Weirdo. 2011
would prove to be a career defining year
for Donald Glover, as this would be the
year he would put his name through a
Wu-Tang Clan name generator to be
given the rap alias Childish Gambino,
and would release his first full length
studio rap album, CAMP, in the same
year. After a two year hiatus, Glover, still
going by Childish Gambino, released his
long awaited follow up album, Because the
Internet, in 2013, notching two grammy
nominations for his efforts on the album.
After a few years away from the
limelight, making the small
movie cameo here and there, we
arrive at 2016, where it was
impossible to avoid Glover.
In 2014, after Glover left the
show Community, he never
planned to go back into the TV
industry, and actually had plans
to re enter stand-up comedy.
In a 2016 interview with NPR,
Glover said, “I really enjoyed the
storytelling aspect of stand-up.
So I thought I would probably
be doing that. Making your own
show - it didn't really feel like I
was going to do that, I wasn't
planning on doing that.”

Glover’s new show, Atlanta, is like
nothing else seen on TV before. Telling
the story of an upstart rapper, his cousin,
his friend, and the dream of success,
Atlanta explores poverty, class
discrimination, racism, and plenty of
other controversial topics while
simultaneously coming off as effortlessly
funny.
FX president John Landgraf said in
an interview that Atlanta is “a whole
picture of what it is to be young, gifted
and black in Atlanta - in America today.”
Glover claims the key to the comedy
on his show was to make the characters
believable.
“That's what kind of gives things
stakes,” he stated.
With the majority of the shows
characters being African-American,
Glover decided to make the unheard of
decision to hire an all black, all Atlanta
born writing team.
“We kind of realized it was all about
tone,” Glover said about the all black
writing team, citing the fact that his
writers being similar to his characters
would lead to a more natural feeling show
with more meaningful dialogue.
Glover’s goal in the dialogue was to
make the viewer forget that they’re
watching some actors read a script, and
instead wanted it to flow well and give off
a very pure feeling.
“It had to make people feel a certain
way,” said Glover to NPR’s Michel
Martin, “So we were like, ‘Well, let’s just
give people a feeling that they

continued on next page
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F EA TU RE
Glover, continued from previous page

www.ChicagoReader.com

can’t siphon or make into something else.’” Atlanta has been
met with critical acclaim, winning two Golden Globe awards this
year for best comedy television series along with Glover getting
the nod for best actor in a television comedy series.
“As an actor, writer, and comedian, he just knows how to be
funny and that’s pretty special,” said New Hartford senior Steve
Rabbia when asked about Glover and his show, “I really don’t
know how else to put it. Atlanta was hilarious, and there wasn’t
anything really over the top, it didn’t seem like he tried to make
the show funny, it just came to him so naturally and effortlessly.”
Like his TV show, Glover’s latest album is something new
and refreshing, compared to other albums we’ve seen in 2017.
Based off Glover’s previous work, most people expected another
rap or R&B album, similar to his Because the Internet, S T N M T N,
or Kauai, but upon the release of the first song, Me and Your Mama,
fans knew that this would not be the case. Me and Your Mama
captures the whole essence of Awaken, My Love!, leaving rapping
behind, opting for just screaming instead, the hi-hats and bass of
a hip hop beat, gone, instead Glover utilizes a guitar riff and
church choir, and adding in a bass line that sounds like it came off
a 1973 Funkadelic’s album.
Awaken in general sounds like an album not from this century,
with heavy influences of George Clinton, Funkadelics, and
Gladys Knight being evident throughout.

In an interview with Billboard, Glover went in depth on his
inspiration behind the album, stating, “I remember listening to
songs my dad would play — albums by the Isley or Funkadelics
— and not understanding the feeling I was feeling. I remember
hearing a Funkadelic scream and being like, ‘Wow, that’s sexual
and it’s scary.’ Not having a name for that, though; just having a
feeling. That’s what made it great.”
While albums he’d released in the past had been very well
written and scripted out beforehand, Glover’s songwriting on
Awaken is, as he calls it, “an exercise in just feeling and tone.” Pen
and paper were never used in the songwriting process on the
album, claims Glover, with all his lyrics being off the top of his
head and subject to change whenever.
Next up for Glover? That’s a question not even
he can answer. When asked if he knows what the future holds for
himself he was quoted as saying, “I wish I could say I sit there
and I plan thoroughly, but I honestly don’t. It’s, ‘I know what this
is,’ why keep eating it?”

www.RollingStone.com
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Alumni Page
Plattsburgh Potential
Andrew Klockowski
Ryan Zogby

Graduating from New Hartford in 2015 and attending
sophomore at Plattsburgh. He said he doesn’t have a lot of free
college was something that Andrew Klockowski was proud of.
time between having class everyday, then going to the gym, and
Andrew goes to SUNY Plattsburgh where he is majoring in
then attending all his fraternity gatherings. The name of the
Business Management.
Fraternity that Andrew is in is called Pi Alpha Nu. In this day and
At New Hartford he played
age fraternities have to do
on the football team for five
community service and
“I’m
just
trying
to
get
my
degree
in
four
years and he also was on the
help out the community
wrestling team for three years
through fundraising and
years, save money during the summer, and
which he says “playing two
volunteering.
enjoy college while I am still here.”
sports got me ready physically
He went on to say,
and mentally for my powerlifting
“we usually help out at
--Andrew Klockowski
season which is my number one
the Knights of Columbus
sport in the spring and summer.”
and we try to do a lot for
Andrew still lives at home in New Hartford with his dad
the children's museum in Plattsburgh. The rules of being in a
Bobby when he’s not at school during the winter and summer
fraternity at Plattsburgh require fraternity households to have a
break.
philanthropy organization that they have to raise money for and
When I asked him what he is thinking about for career
Phi Alpha Nu chose Camp Ta Kum Ta which is a camp for
options he said “I really haven’t thought a whole lot about getting
children with cancer.
a job after college, I’m just trying to get my degree in four years,
Overall Andrew seems to be really happy with where he is at
save money during the summer, and enjoy college while I am still
in his life. He is working hard at college, and he understands
here.”
where to be and what to be doing at the right times. Andrew is
Andrew’s passion is being in the gym and training for
looking forward to coming home this summer to see his high
powerlifting competitions. He goes to Hell Barbell gym in
school friends, and potentially start his own business while he is
Whitesboro where he claims to train with some of the strongest
home, although he wouldn’t tell me what it is.
guys in the area, which he says helps him get better and better
because they are mentors to him and they help him with any
aspect of training including coming back off of injury, eating the
right way, and getting prepared for competitions. Andrew
commonly goes by the name “Klock” and he is a second semester
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The View from Finland
Being an
exchange student
in the US

First awkward but exciting days

By Saga Pirskanen

last August when I landed at the

technique for school: I’ll just say “I

Syracuse Airport. I saw a dozen

don’t understand” or “I’m from Finland”

strangers waiting for me with

to anything. It works pretty well!

A stranger said hello to me. Cookies are

normal English with each others and

It was an extremely hot day in

they didn’t realize that I understood
everything they said.
So, I learned a little survival

always soft. You don’t toast your toast?

excitement. I have waited for this

Opossums DO exist. Chips for a side? 16-

moment for over two years now —

year-olds are driving? Yellow school buses!

and I completely shut down. Even
though I had learned English in

my new home inAuburn. I lived there

school for seven years, the only thing I

then I got transported to New

that might seem ordinary for

managed to say to them was

Hartford! Now I have experienced

American people. That was a tiny bit

“welcome.”

two different school systems as well.

As an exchange student from
Finland, I observed these little things

At first, I was asked dozens of

of my first culture shock when I came

We drove with my host family to
with two host families for five months,

I’d say that I prefer New Hartford’s

here to the US. It was a very positive

questions every minute. I was a little

system more, because it’s similar to

shock, though! I just couldn’t

funny because everyone talked to me

Finnish schools. Having an

understand how friendly, outgoing

very clearly and slowly with the

and sometimes loud people are.

simplest words. They were talking

opportunity to leave the school
building at lunchtime is awesome.
What’s exchange about?
You’re not going to see your
family, friends or pets for one
year. You’re going to spend
Christmas away from home.
You’re rarely able to eat your
traditional foods and you’ll
gain weight. BUT. You will
get two or three new families
and create life-lasting
relationships with them. You
will get dozen new best
friends around the world.

Syracuse Airport, photo by Auburn Rotary

You will get the best year of
your life so far! (...)
continued on next page
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The View from Finland
continued from previous page

“Exchange is not
a year in your

experiencing the same real life

thing. Exchange year really builds

situations than any other American

your character. You will gain

student - plus struggles with adapting

responsibilities and grow up a lot. I

to new culture, living in different host

think that’s one thing that makes this

life, it’s a life in a
year” Livefearless.blog.se

families, language barriers and school

journey so magical.

Exchange year will open your
eyes to the world. You will learn so
much about how different systems are
working and instead of thinking that
some tradition might be weird, you’ll
start to think that it’s different. Doing
this program brings two unlike worlds
together.
The goal is that the exchange
student gets a big piece of US

difficulties.
Sometimes I need to figure out a

I’m more than excited to get to
know this beautiful town called New

new shower system and finally give up
and shower in freezing water because

Hartford. And I think our school has

I’m too embarrassed to ask for help.

for the warm welcoming!

an unique spirit in it. Thank you

Sometimes you need to Facetime with
your best friend at 3am and comfort
her after a tragedy. And at some point
I need to deal with the loss of my pet
guinea pig back in Finland (she’s
getting old).
These situations will break your
comfort bubble, but that’s a positive

Whitesboro High School’s
International Student day,
photo by Whitesboro
Central School District

and you’ll hopefully get a little
piece of Finland or another
country. And when I go back
home, I will widen my friend
group’s and family’s view of
the US, and tell them all the
great things you have
achieved.
Building a character
Exchange year is not
only partying, traveling and
trying new cool things. Most
exchangers assume at first
that 90% of the time is going
to be fun. I realized that I’m
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The View from Montenegro by Stefan Mirkovic

Photo by Mtrek

Exchange Student:
My experience in
USA
When I first came I noticed how beautiful
the US is ,and how different it is from
Photo by Forbes
Montenegro.The first difference that occurred to
me was the beautiful nature that America has.
US is a big country which is impossible to explore in a couple
of days like Montenegro but it has its own nature. The first thing
that I noticed was how enormous New York City is: the big
buildings, beautiful view of the Atlantic Sea, a lot of historical
buildings very important for US, and we can't forget the symbol of
NY The Statue of LIberty and also the enormous skyscrapers that
are specific for NY. In Utica the thing that way very interesting for
me and also beautiful was how trees in the fall are full of different
colors from yellow to dark red that not many countries have and
how nature is very well-preserved and well-secured.
My home country, Montenegro, is different from America.
Although my county is very small in past 3 years it's gaining a lot of
tourist attraction because Montenegro is a very diverse.
Montenegro is very well-known for its nature. Our coast is very
beautiful. We have a lot of cities that were occupied by Romans so
the architecture is still present until this day and also our cities on
the coast are constantly raising up. Our major cities on the coast
like Budva,Kotor,Tivat, Bar ,Ulcinj are becoming the next biggest
cities on Mediterranean sea.Kotor is specific because is inside the
bay and its characteristic is that has also big mountains near the
sea. Also Kotor has the biggest discotheque in Europe caled
Maksimus where a lot of famous singers perform during summer
times. Our bay is small but very beautiful.the cities are very close so
it doesn't take a lot of time to go to other cities.The biggest city is

Budva which has very nice beaches,
the most popular one Jaz where last
summer was held Sea dance Festival
where Skrillex was performing and
many other. In Budva there is also
very popular peninsula called Sveti
Stefan and u have aslo has very big
nightclub called Top hill where you
can see Budva.
Montenegro is also country full of great history. Cetinje, which
has all the history of our country, is near Mountain Lovcen where
our greatest mausoleum is built and inside there is buried our most
talented king Petar II Petrovic Njegos. Also if the sky is clear you
can see Italy on the other side.The capital of Montenegro is
Podgorica and it's the biggest city and near to our biggest lake
Skadarsko lake. The biggest alos tourist attraction is biggest
mountain Durmitor and river Tara.

Photo by Rafting Montenegro
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NEW and NOTEWORTHY ON NETFLIX
Woman in Gold -Worth the Watch?
By Olivia Previte
If you are anything like me, when you get home after a long
day of school, work, sports -- whatever it is you do -- the only
thing you want to do is get a good snack, kick up your feet, and
find something to watch. But what happens after the last episode
of your favorite Netflix T.V. show is over? Where do you turn;
what do you watch?
Finding a new show or movie can be tricky -- especially
when you’re dealing with Netflix. Along with the array of
interesting, entertaining shows and movies comes a vast
assortment of boring, utterly bizarre, and everything inbetween.
Well, readers, no need to fear -- your Netflix guru is here.
Take my hand and follow me into the deep, dark abyss known as
Netflix.
During the month of February, several new movies arrived
on Netflix. I sat down with a bowl of popcorn and watched one
new arrival, Woman in Gold, 2015.
Directed by Simon Curtis, the film depicts the efforts of a
Jewish refugee, Maria Altmann, played by Helen Mirren, to
recover artwork which she believes belongs to her family. To do
this, Altmann must go face-to-face with the Austrian government.
Woman in Gold takes place in the aftermath of -- and at times,
during -- World War II, in Los Angeles and Vienna.
Most of the major plot of Woman in Gold is told through a
series of flashbacks. Throughout the film, Maria Altmann recalls
the arrival of Nazi forces in her homeland, Vienna. As the Jewish
community becomes increasingly oppressed by the Nazi forces,
Maria and her family attempt to escape to the United States.
Maria and her husband are able to escape, however they are
forced to leave members of their family behind in Vienna. As the
film snaps back to reality, Maria is an elderly widow living in Los
Angeles. She attends her sister’s funeral, where she discovers
through a series of letters that her family has lost possession of a
series of artwork during their rushed escape from Vienna -- the
most prized of these artworks being a painting of Maria’s aunt,
known as “The Woman in Gold.” Maria returns to Austria and
enlists the help of a somewhat inexperienced lawyer, played by
Ryan Reynolds, to petition that the government returns the
artwork to Maria through a series of court hearings. Will the

underdog pair succeed in their efforts? I can’t give the whole
movie away -- you’ll have to watch to find out.
Woman in Gold received a 7.3 out of 10 on IMDb and a 54%
on Rotten Tomatoes. On my own personal scale -- from one star
to five stars -- I give Woman in Gold a solid three stars.
The movie was not a fast paced thriller, and at times was
slow-moving with all the legal jargon and historical references.
However, the acting was superb, the storyline interesting and
powerful, and the cinematography beautiful. Perhaps this is not
the kind of movie a person would be dying to watch after a long,
hard day, but I would definitely recommend Woman in Gold to
anyone looking for a movie to watch.

Pictured left, the movie cover for Woman in Gold. Pictured right, the
painting of Maria Altman’s aunt, known as “The Woman in Gold.
Images from Google Images.

Other New and Notable Netflix Additons:
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
Finding Dory
Twilight
When Calls the Heart (Season 3)
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial
Disney’s Alice Through the Looking Glass
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MUSIC
Oldies
Steely Dan
By Ethan Kane

stereogum.com

When people ask me what kind of music I listen to I usually
say “I have the music taste of a 50 year old man that you
wouldn’t like” because I grew up listening to the songs my
parents grew up with, mostly 70’s and 80’s rock or soft rock.
Growing up I never enjoyed oldies and always wanted to listen
to hip hop or rap. But I have grown to love the music from my
parents generation, even if most people my age wouldn’t listen
to it. I like to listen to music that’s different, that nobody else
likes. I would also like to share music most kids wouldn’t listen to
on their own.
One of my favorite bands Steely Dan is a jazz rock band
from mostly the 70’s whose music also blends elements of funk,
R&B, and pop. The band was inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 2001. The band's two main members Walter
Becker and Donald Fagen started the band in 1972. For most of
the 70’s the band mostly worked in the studio and would not often
go on tour . Becker and Fagen would hire studio musicians to play
in their band while they wrote an album and were known for their
almost obsessive perfectionism in the studio.
Steely Dan’s debut album
Can’t Buy A Thrill was
released in 1972. Its hit
singles “Do It Again” and
“Reelin’ In the Years”
reached No. 6 and No. 11 on
the billboard singles chart;
along with “Dirty Work”
Steely Dan became essential
radio staples. Steely Dan

fanart.tv

toured from 1972 to 1974 but
became a studio only band after
their second album flopped due
to it being hastily recorded on the
road.
In 1974 Steely Dan released
Pretzel Logic which was the first
album to feature Walter Becker
on guitar and included hits
“Rikki Don’t Lose That
Number” and “East St. Louis
Toodle-Oo”. The single “Rikki
fanart.tv
Don’t Lose That Number” is a
smooth mellow song with catchy hooks which peaked at number four on
the Billboard Hot 100. “East St. Louis Toodle-Oo” displays Walter
Becker’s talent on guitar and has an old west saloon feel to it with elements
of jazz.
The following year Steely Dan
released one of my personal
favorite albums Katy Lied which
went gold and peaked at No. 13
on the U.S. charts. The hit track
on Katy Lied is “Black Friday” but
the entire album is littered with
gems such as “Everyone’s Gone
to the Movies,” “Your Gold Teeth
II,” Chain Lightning,” and
“Doctor Wu,” One of my favorite
Steely Dan songs “Everyone’s Gone
to the Movies” brings out Becker
and Fagen’s humorous side with various sexual innuendos and a catchy
hook that sticks in your head. “Your Gold Teeth II” uses synthesizers and
various instruments such as the piano to give it that funky 70’s feel and
catchy beat.
The band’s sixth album released in
1977 Aja (pronounced Asia) is
considered the band’s greatest
work, and best selling album. Aja
peaked at No. 3 on U.S. charts, and
went platinum eventually selling
over 5 million copies. In 1978 the
band won a Grammy for Best
Engineered Non-Classical
continued on next page

fanart.tv
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MUSIC

continued from previous page
Recording (Wiki) and in 2003,
the album was ranked 145 on
“Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest
Albums of All Time” and is
widely regarded as one of the
best test recordings for
audiophiles because of its high
production standards (Wiki).
Although the hit track “Peg” is
most
well known, the album is
fanart.tv
incredibly concise and every song fits together perfectly and you
will not find that in any other album or band.
With troubles in the band starting to brew, Fagen and Becker
took a break for two years until they started to work on what would
be their last album until a decade later. Gaucho (1980) was not as
seamless as Aja and with legal troubles with then ABC Records the
good outweighed the bad. During the recording one of the
assistant engineers accidentally deleted “The Second
Arrangement” a favorite track of the band and that was not the
half of it.
“Turmoil in Becker's personal life also interfered. His
girlfriend died of a drug overdose in their Upper West Side
apartment, and he was sued for $17 million. Becker settled out of
court, but he was shocked by the accusations and by the tabloid
press coverage that followed. Soon after, Becker was struck by a
taxi while crossing a Manhattan street, shattering his right leg in
several places and forcing him to use crutches” (Wiki).
Although the band was in disarray, you could not tell through
the album. “Gaucho marked a significant stylistic change for Steely
Dan, introducing a more minimal, groove and atmosphere-based
format. The harmonically complex chord changes that were a
distinctive mark of earlier Steely Dan songs are less prominent on
Gaucho, with the record's songs tending to revolve around a single
rhythm or mood” (Wiki).
This album has sentimental value to me, and I remember my
Dad playing the cassette tape many times when I was a kid. Also,
my favorite Steely Dan song is on the album “Hey Nineteen”,
along with another great song “Babylon Sisters”. To me, when I
think of Steely Dan I think of “Hey Nineteen” even though it is not
the same style as the previous albums. It always finds a way to get
stuck in my head and the beat is my favorite of any of the songs.
“The lyrics of "Hey Nineteen" are about an aging hipster
attempting to pick up a girl who is so young that she does not

recognize "'Retha Franklin"
playing on the stereo. Every
album is fantastic and they each
have a different feel to it but if it
is your first time hearing about
them and you’d like to listen to
them I recommend listening to
their greatest hits “A Decade of
Steely Dan” which contains
their most radio friendly songs.

fanart.tv

"Hey Nineteen"
Way back when
In Sixty-seven
I was the dandy
Of Gamma Chi
Sweet things from Boston
So young and willing
Moved down to Scarsdale
Where the hell am I
Hey Nineteen
No we can't dance together
No we can't talk at all
Please take me along
When you slide on down
Hey Nineteen
That's 'Retha Franklin
She don't remember
The Queen of Soul
It's hard times befallen
The Soul Survivors
She thinks I'm crazy
But I'm just growing old
Hey Nineteen
No we got nothing in common
No we can't talk at all
Please take me along
When you slide on down
Nice
Sure looks good
Mmm-mmm-mmm
Skate a little lower now
The Cuervo Gold
The fine Colombian
Make tonight a wonderful thing
The Cuervo Gold
The fine Colombian
Make tonight a wonderful thing
The Cuervo Gold
The fine Colombian
Make tonight a wonderful thing
No we can't dance together
No we can't talk at all
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RESTAURANT REVIEWS
Best Eats in the 315!
Johnny Rockets
By: Meradith Thayer
Location: Destiny USA, by Forever 21
Price Range: Very affordable for high school students

The food: The milkshake, which is my absolute favorite
thing to order at diners like Johnny Rockets, was fantastic. It was
thick, but still creamy, it was also not too heavy on the chocolate.
They also gave me the cup with the remaining milkshake left
over. The burger was cooked to perfection, not too overcooked
for my liking. Royce’s was cooked to his medium well perfectly as
well. The “Special Sauce” on the burgers gives a tangy flavor, but
a very good one. My single was almost too much for me, I am
more of a snacker, so I always order the smaller portions of food.
The Rocket Double was actually about 2.5 times bigger than my
burger and was plenty large enough for Royce. The fries were
seasoned, which made them tasty, however, I love my salt, and in
my opinion, they needed a little more salt on them.
What I did not like: I had a great experience at Johnny
Rockets except for two things: the closeness of the other tables,
and that fries did not come with the food. It was also a small
portion of fries.

Interior of Johnny Rockets; chainstorage.com
What I ate: A Rocket Single, with shredded lettuce (not the leaf
lettuce,) french fries, and of course, a chocolate milkshake
What Royce Weber-Pierson had: A Rocket Double as is,
root beer, and fries.
The atmosphere: Johnny Rockets has been redone within
the past year, giving it a modern vibe. It is a very relaxed but
small restaurant. If it were busier, we were there on a Monday so
there were not a lot of people there, it could have been chaotic.
There is a bar so people can grab a milkshake or a quick bite to
eat. It was very clean and the staff seemed to turn tables around
very quickly.
The service: At first, we were greeted with a warm smile
and hello from the hostess. We were then seated very quickly and
we did not have to wait very long to meet our waitress. Our
waitress was very personable, and was prompt with our food
when it came out. She did not check in on us when we had just
taken a bite of food, which was appreciated. She was also not
pushy when it came to us talking after we were clearly done
eating.

Rocket Single, fries, chocolate milkshake; Photo by Meradith Thayer
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Creative Writing
Lovely Mirror

!

By Noah Love

you cannot make myself more beautiful than I already am.”
Censta firmly told the store owner. However, the owner’s

Censta had a distinct obsession with glass. Every
time they passed a surface of glass, they felt utterly
compelled to gaze into it. Censta could never stop admiring
their self, the shape of their face, their gorgeous eyes,
their colorful outfits complementing their body so
perfectly. Censta exuded an aura of arrogance so potent
that other people walking by could not suppress the
temptation of looking at them. But gazing at someone so in
love with their self only made these people notice all their
own flaws.
!

Censta had no friends, “But who else would I need

other than myself?” They would often think. Of course,
Censta was not physically perfect as much as it seemed,
and even less so as a person.
!

One day, while walking through the downtown area

where they lived, Censta noticed a new store that they had
not been aware of: “Parson’s Beauty Parlor: We Will Make
You Ever the More Beautiful Than You Already Are.”
!

“You call this a beauty parlor? You cannot

convince someone they are beautiful when they are not, and

smile merely widened.
!

“Why don’t you go stand in front of the mirror?

Surely you want to look at your impeccable beauty.” The
store owner said. It was true. Censta felt the unbeatable
desire to look at their self in the mirror so close to them.
!

At a leisurely pace, Censta walked towards the tall

mirror. As they stood before it, they smiled as they looked
at their immeasurable beauty. Suddenly, the image the
mirror reflected no longer included them. In fact, it looked
to Censta as if they had turned around to gaze at the
store with the mirror to their back.
!

The store owner rose from their chair, and walked

slowly with their hands behind their back towards the
mirror that now contained Censta.
!

“Don’t let your arrogance consume you, Censta.”

The store owner told them with their ever present smile.
Censta was too confused to be concerned with how the
store owner knew their name.
!

At first, Censta scoffed

at this, for who else was more
beautiful than they were? And
weren’t they suggesting everyone
was beautiful? For them, beauty
was not a gift blessed for
everyone, and so the idea that
everyone was beautiful was

owner. The store owner smiled.

“Parson’s Beauty Parlor:

I said, your arrogance will

owner to be so incredibly dazzled by their beauty, that they
would admit they could do nothing to make Censta more
beautiful.
Censta entered the store and found it to be a

small room, with violet and deep red curtains lining the
walls, and a mirror at the back wall, merely five yards away.
The only other thing there was a small desk with an elderly
person sitting behind it; hands crossed and smiling at
Censta.
Censta could no longer contain their laughter, and

burst into an obnoxious fit of it.

now. You will help others to see

Beautiful Than You Already Are”

you will be released. Do not and, as
consume you.” The store owner
said this simply, as a matter of
fact as they looked into Censta’s

desire to enter, expecting the

!

“You are part of my store

themselves as beautiful. Do and

Still, Censta felt the

!

!

We Will Make You Ever the More

ridiculous.
!

“What has happened to

me?” Censta begged the store

eyes.
!

Then, the bell over the door rang as another

customer entered the store. A person sad and lonely who
wanted to better their view of their self. The store owner
turned around with the smile that Censta now began to
loathe.
!

“Welcome! Would you like to stand in front of

the mirror?” The store owner asked. The customer became
confused.
!

“Is that all there is here?” The customer replied.

continued on next page
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C REA TI
V E WRI TI N G
continued from previous page

!

Censta was fading slowly. They felt the sadness of

the customer who came in earlier, but focused on helping
!

The store owner chuckled, “Would there be anything

else we would need?”
!

Censta watched from their prison, silently begging the

customer to not stand in front of the mirror like they did.
But of course the customer could not hear Censta’s pleas,
and willing to humour the store owner, walked in front of
the mirror.
!

As the customer looked at their self reflected in the

mirror, they saw only sadness. Suddenly, Censta’s image was
projected onto the mirror. Censta looked at the person, and
realized his responsibility. They thought they must convince
those who entered to improve themselves by looking like
Censta. So Censta put a smile on their face and spoke, now
audible to the customer.
!

their self.
!

After what felt like days, but was really only an hour

or two, the bell over the door rang again. Censta looked up,
light-headed and dizzy, and stared at the person who had
entered the store. They were not ugly, but they were sad. An
average person, being consumed not by arrogance, like Censta,
but by the rain clouding their mind.
!

Censta looked around and found the store owner

gone. They had not even noticed that the store owner must
have walked out. Suddenly, Censta felt compelled to help the
person, as the only employee at the store.
!

Censta looked back at the person, and noticed that

they were turning around to leave the store. Their heart began
to beat faster, they had to get the person’s attention. Despite
fading, Censta’s voice was somehow audible to the

“Now wouldn’t you like to

mysterious person.

look like this? Wouldn’t you like to

!

be gorgeous?” Censta asked the
customer, flaunting themselves to
the customer.
!

However, the customer

simply turned around and looked at
the store owner. “What is this?”
They asked the store owner. Their

“Are you a good person?”

The store owner’s smile

disappeared, and they reached out their hands towards the
customer’s.
!

“Now, don’t you want to be nothing like that person

in the mirror? You shouldn’t be. You are beautiful as you
are. Do you really need to be more so?” The store owner said,
their smile returning.
!

The customer smiled, and thanked the store owner.

The two embraced and the customer walked out, feeling more
alive than ever before.
!

Censta, however, laughed at what he thought was

such a ridiculous notion. “That person is not beautiful, and
never will be if you only give them advice like-” Suddenly they
stopped. Censta felt odd, as if they were lighter than air. The
store owner simply stared, with nothing more to tell Censta.
Censta was fading away.

!

“I really try to be......”

“Come to the mirror,” Censta

said, hoping the person would
listen.
!

Cautiously, the person

walked up to the mirror.

if they had been betrayed.
!

faster, finally having garnered the
person’s attention.

“I try to be”

eyes began to flood again, feeling as

“Hello?” The person turned

around. Censta’s heart beat even

!

“Who’s there? What is

this?” The person asked, now concerned for their safety.
Censta was fading ever the more now, and could not will their
image onto the mirror. So they just continued to speak to
the person, their heart finally warming for someone else.
!

“Are you a good person?” Censta asked, tears

beginning to fall. The person seemed surprised at first, but
felt sentiment as they heard Censta’s sobs.
!

They smiled, beginning to cry their self. “I try to be,”

the person said. “I really try to be......”
!

“What’s your name?” Censta asked.

!

“Marine, and you?” Marine replied. Censta was now

barely there, and could not will their self to give their name.
!

“I am not a good person,” Censta whispered through

their sobs, now understanding the shop owner. “I am like
you. I came here to be ever the more beautiful, but now I

!

continued on next page
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Writing
C REA TI
V E WRI TI N G
continued from previous page
am trapped in this mirror.” Censta hesitated, “And now, I am
fading away.”
!

Marine looked up at the mirror, and put their hand up

to it. Censta did the same, and Marine saw the hand touching
touching theirs through the glass like it was a window. Like
Censta, Marine no longer cared about their own well-being,
but rather this mysterious person trapped in the mirror in
front of them.
!

“Is there any way to get you out?” Marine asked.

The hand on the other side of the mirror disappeared,
replaced with the reflection of Marine’s on the mirror.
Censta their self was now fading, and they could no longer
see their hand. They smiled, because despite fading away, they
felt the happiness of finally having someone care for them.
!

“I was too obsessed with myself. I don’t think

there would be any way to save me now.”
!

now free hand towards the tulip and Marine’s hand. Marine
reached out and gave Censta the flower.
Suddenly, Censta burst back into existence,
surprising both their self and Marine.
Censta fell down, now feeling their weight once
more. Marine kneeled down and helped Censta back onto their
feet. Censta smiled at Marine, and held out the tulip towards
them. Marine smiled and they embraced.
Together, Censta and Marine walked hand-in-hand
out of Parson’s Beauty Parlor and back into their world.
Finally alive.
The two had not noticed the shop owner had
reappeared behind them. Their smile wider than ever, their
hands still clasped behind their back, the store owner
cleaned the mirror and walked back behind their desk. The
store owner sat down, and waited for their next customer
to arrive.

Marine’s hand dropped from the mirror, and they

looked down, now ever sadder than when they walked in.
Censta’s legs were disappearing now, but they spoke to
Marine.
!

“You cared about someone you’d never met and can’t

even be sure is real,” Censta told Marine. “You are a truly
beautiful person, don’t you ever forget that.”
!

Marine smiled, and the tears began to flow even more.

!

“Is there anything I can do for you?” Marine asked.

!

Censta smiled again, their body starting to fade away.

!

“I’d like a flower.” They said. Marine nodded, and ran

out of the store. Censta was alone again, and could do
nothing to stop their inevitable fate.
!

Finally, Marine returned, holding a flower, though

Censta could not quite tell what kind. Censta could no
longer talk, but simply put their still barely visible hand to
the mirror.
Marine walked up, and touched the flower to
Censta’s hand. A tulip. Censta’s favorite flower. They did not

“Censta mouthed a
silent thank you to Marine,
that they could not see
but could feel despite
Censta’s smaller than ever
presence.”

know how Marine happened to grab this exact kind, but was
happy all the same. Censta mouthed a silent thank you to
Marine, that they could not see but could feel despite
Censta’s smaller than ever presence.
Then, Censta’s hand was allowed to pass through
the mirror. Still able to see a little, Censta reached their
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CASSANDRA MILLER

Prologue
Trees had destroyed the road; they lifted the pavement with their roots, and their large branches loomed over oncoming
traffic, as if watching the commotion ensuing below.Vines strangled houses and crept deep into windows, weeds sprouted
from the concrete sidewalks; eventually, the entire city would be devoured. Cars were left to idle in driveways, houses either
abandoned or damaged beyond any hope of repair. For most people, this would seem like hell on earth; for Rook, this was
exciting. He spent most of his time climbing buildings anyway; he used the vines to his advantage, planting his feet on firmer
sections and pulling himself up. Even the roots were useful; they were good practice. He liked running on them, hurtling down
at top-speed, and jumping off where they entered the concrete. This routine left him with perpetually scraped knees and
bloodied palms, but he didn’t care; he enjoyed every minute of it.
Even his dog seemed to love running along with his owner, and rolling about in the road. The dogs’ coat was already caked
with soil, and he barked loudly, scampering over to Rook with his tongue lolling out of his mouth. With a chuckle, he pat his
dog on the head and scratched him under the chin, using his other hand to pluck the burrs out of his pelt.
“You’re lucky I love you, you stupid mutt.”
He teased as he tossed away the last of the burrs and leaned over, letting the dog lick his face, putting his paws on his
shoulders with a loud bark.
“Yeah, yeah; I know you like gettin’ pampered, but I can’t always stop t’ pet you, y’hear?”
The golden-furred canine knocked him to the ground, paws firmly planted on his shoulders, wagging his tail furiously as he
continued to bark. Before he could calm his dog down, however, the mutt leapt off his body with a low snarl, fangs bared, with
his golden pelt standing up on end.
Ears erect, eyes wild, the dog let out another growl, this time peeling back his upper lip to reveal his sharp fangs, baring them
again in an expression of annoyance. Rook stood up, looking around with his own mouth drawn up in a smirk as he snapped
his fingers, addressing his dog with a gleam of mischief in his eyes, “Sic ‘em, pooch.” He felt someone watching them, and he
knew from the way the half-breed paced restlessly, tongue lolling out of his mouth, that they were both in the mood for a
good hunt. His dog didn’t need to be told twice; he took off, a blur of black and gold, jumping over bushes and sliding under
low-hanging vines. Rook ran after the dog, keeping his distance as to not alarm him; he knew that he’d find their uninvited
guest if he was focused, so he didn’t want to make him antsy. Usually, his dog found the source of whatever he was told to
chase, and if he didn’t, Rook could always flush the creep out of hiding with his gun.

continued on next page
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He made sure the gun was loaded; what

“I dunno for sure. I might kill you, might

“You can leave if you want; just don’t

was the use of a weapon if he couldn’t

not; depends on my mood.”

blame me if you wind up dead in some

use it? Luckily, he had plenty of bullets

ditch. This place may be fun, but you can

left in the chamber; he could rest easy,

The prisoner stopped shaking, but he

get hurt; there’re these mutant flytraps

knowing he could fire it off if he was in

still twitched, fiddling with his shirt and

out there higher an’ two o’ me stacked

danger. Without hesitation, he ran

tugging at his sleeves as he stammered,

on top of th’ other. Let’s just say they’re

through the bushes and let the vines
lash against his flesh, clutching the pistol

46

not fond o’ people, an’ leave it at that.”
“I-I’m Onyx Lancaster.”

in his shaking hands, finger on the

When Onyx began stammering

trigger. Rook listened, waiting for a

Onyx, huh? The name was almost nice

something else, Rook moved closer to

signal, a sign that the hunt was finished.

enough to use as his own. Rook flashed

the boy, chuckling to himself. Before he

Right on cue, he heard his dog bark, and

his new friend a smirk and extended a

could speak, Rook chose to have some

followed the sound, careful to keep his

hand.

fun with ‘im.

footsteps silent.
“The name’s Rook, and this mutt’s called “There’s one behind you!”
Gun in hand, Rook made his way over

Q. He won’t bite much, jus’ don’t bother

to the captured androgyny, leaning over

‘im and you’ll be fine.”

him with a dark chuckle.

The black-haired boy began to panic,
running around frantically and screaming

The boy eyed his hand warily, as if he

like a child, “I don’t taste good, I swear!

“You’re cute; it’d be a shame if I had t’

expected to be slapped, and shook it

Don’t let it eat me!”

mess up such an adorable face. Just tell

after a long moment of silence. Q

me your name, and why you’re here, an’

sniffed the unfamiliar boy, ears erect and

Rook covered his mouth to keep a

maybe I’ll let you live; maybe not.”

tail wagging, while Rook stroked his

chuckle from escaping, but he had to

muddied pelt. Without a word, he hefted howl with laughter when Onyx realized
He shrugged his shoulders, and pat his

the boy up by the back of his shirt and

dog on the head as he wagged his tail,

spoke casually, shrugging his shoulders

barking happily.

and sliding the gun back into its holster.

he’d just been tricked.
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Creative Writing by Haley Franchell
Fallen Angels
We have crooked halos
our wings might be flawed
But we stand together as one
Together we can conquer the world
fallen Angels are misunderstood,
Flawed and we often hear echoes in our ears
be that doesn’t mean you should shame us

Friends
Friends are there for you through hard times
They never betray you
Stick up for you
Don’t stab you in the back
They are most of the time like Brothers and Sisters
Friends are our chosen family

Relentless Creature
It is in my nature to be kind, gentle, and loving
But know this: when it comes to matters of
Protecting my family, My Friends and my Heart.
Do not trifle with me for I am the most powerful
Relentless creature you will ever know.

Trust
Don’t make me regret trusting you
Many people have lost my trust
Most people have broken my trust
And I don’t want to be in anymore pain.
I don’t want to cry anymore
I can’t stand to be alone in the world
So please don’t break my trust.
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Creative Writing by Haley Franchell
Imperfect Girl

Alone

I'm not a perfect girl!
My hair is most often out of place,
I can’t wear makeup properly
Without smudging it first all over my face..
I'm not a perfect girl!
Though I tried to do things carefully,
I still spill a lot of things,

Most of the time I want walk in the rain alone
But I don’t care I rather be alone then to be hurt
again
So please if I say Leave me alone
Please just leave me alone
If I might seem off most of the time
Just please let me walk away don’t ask me
questions.
They only will upset me more.

Coz clumsy is my second name!
I'm not a perfect girl!
Though I tried to enjoy girl's vanity,
I still walk like a man in a rush hour,
And speak like them when
rude!
I'm not a perfect girl!

Mermaids
I have always wanted to be a mermaid
But was never able to become one
Mermaids are beautiful and mysterious
Mermaids are so awesome

Though I

love my friends so much,
I sometimes fight with them,
and maybe some days nothing goes right.
Oh I wish to be a perfect girl!
But looking back on it

I wish I could be one
Mermaids are so cool
I have always wanted to breathe under
water.
And to communicate with fish.
And swim at fast speeds

I realize that’s what makes my life most worth
living
and that maybe... just maybe..
I like being an Imperfect Girl!

Flawed
I might be flawed
I might be different
But at least I am a nice person
But don’t toy with my emotions
I am known to be mean at times
I protect the ones I love
I might not be prefect
But at least I have respect for the ones
I love
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