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Dear Neighbors:

The Board of Education and Administration have 
worked continuously throughout the year to 
develop a budget that, we believe, accomplishes 
two major goals. First, to provide for the needs 
of our students. Second, to maintain the fiscal 
responsibility owed to the community at large. 

This proposed spending plan: 

•  Re-directs existing resources to support pro-
grams and opportunities for students. The 
2017-2018 education plan preserves the 
tradition of excellent course offerings and extra-
curricular activities. Class sizes have been kept 
at traditional levels that promote quality instruc-
tion. These aspects ensure that New Hartford 
continues to be one of the leading school dis-
tricts in the state and nation.

•  Provides resources for both an “Emerging 
Technologies” course at the Senior High, and 
a VEX Robotics Team for secondary students. 
Emerging Technologies will provide students 
an opportunity to identify and explore the latest 
manufactured innovations and their impact on 
the fields of business, industry, education and 
medicine. The VEX Robotics Team will offer stu-
dents a rich and exciting opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the areas of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (“STEAM”) 
by creating robots.

•  Creates unique makerspaces at the elemen-
tary schools and junior high school libraries. 
These spaces will allow students to explore with 
purpose and create unique projects through 
the use of technology and other tools. The 
setting will nurture a culture of creativity, col-
laboration, problem solving and critical thinking. 
Makerspaces will enhance our elementary 
schools, especially as they begin the imple-
mentation of “Novel Engineering,” an integrated 
approach to teaching engineering and literacy. 
This proposed plan also continues to support 
the redesigned elementary DELTA enrichment 
program which provides reading and STEM-
based enrichment. 

•   Includes funding for new aligned instructional 
materials for the grades K-12 math program. 
These planned purchases are being imple-
mented as part of the district’s curriculum 
review cycle. Funding is also recommended 
for the purchase and installation of learning 
technology equipment, including interactive 
whiteboards, a computer lab, presentation 
projectors, and district-wide printer upgrades. 
Targeted infrastructure upgrades, such as switch 
and bandwidth improvements, will also be pur-
chased to align with technology advancements 
made district-wide.

•  Maintains programs to ensure high stu-
dent achievement through funding for both 
school improvement planning and a strong 
Professional Development Plan. Such programs 
are in place to focus resources, provide training 
to implement learning standards, and arrange 
mentorships for new teachers. 

•   Provides resources to participate in the Oneida 
BOCES Safety Service, including resources to 
support increased safety initiatives such as 
school safety officers, upgraded security cam-
eras, and bullying prevention programs.

•  Reflects a comprehensive review of all revenues 
and resources. This exercise, in conjunction with 
a spending plan, yields a projected tax increase 
of 2.25%. The 2017-2018 proposed budget 
was developed with the premise of remaining 
within the tax levy limit which is calculated by 
using an eight-part formula.

•  Continues long-range plans that were devel-
oped by the Board of Education to manage cost 
increases. Long range personnel, facility, cur-
riculum and financial plans are continuously 
reviewed and have assisted us greatly with 
district-wide initiatives. Participation in consor-
tiums of school districts is expected to continue 
to help minimize energy costs, workers’ com-
pensation, transportation, and technology 
costs. We also successfully participate in and 
explore innovative models for organizational 
sharing that result in reduced costs of school 
operations, along with grant monies to fund 
studies for shared initiatives.

These are just a few reasons we believe this pro-
posed budget is good for students, as well as 
responsible to taxpayers. We want New Hartford 
Central School to continue as one of the premier 
schools in the state and nation. We are committed 
to implementing plans that carry on the district’s 
history of exceptional educational programs, ones 
that allow our students to excel as lifelong learn-
ers and leaders. 

At the same time, we want all of our residents to 
consider the district a “good value” for the entire 
community. We realize the impact of economic 
challenges on households and school districts 
locally and across New York State. These reali-
ties inform our unwavering commitment to both 
our students and our community as each look to 
bright and progressive futures. 

To learn more about the specifics of the proposed 
budget, we encourage you to read the newsletter. 
If you have questions, please call Superintendent 
Robert J. Nole at 624-1218, or e-mail him at 
bnole@nhart.org. We also encourage you to join 
us for the budget hearing on Monday, May 8, 
2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Library.

Finally, please remember to cast your vote 
on Tuesday, May 16, 2017 from 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. in the High School Gymnasium. New 
Hartford Central School is a great school district 
because it has a community that is both support-
ive and involved. We look forward to seeing you.

Sincerely,

The Board of Education
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Planning & Cost Containment Initiatives

Long range plans continue to assist the District during 
budget development. These plans have allowed the 
District to absorb extraordinary increases for fuel, 
tax litigation matters, energy services, mandated 
pension costs and health care without impacting 
the educational plan. In addition, the long range 
plans have also allowed the budget to fund capital 
improvement projects for BOCES and the District over 
the past several years.

The 2017-2018 budget continues to redirect a number 
of existing resources to fund our strong educational 
program. The BOCES services contract has increased 
due to service changes for students with special 
needs and safety initiatives. The debt service budget 
will allow us to continue with the District’s long range 
facilities and bus replacement plans. Finally, the 
projected New Hartford tax to fund the 2017-2018 
educational plan is a 2.25% increase over the current 
year and within the allowable tax levy limit.   

Self-Insured Health Insurance Plan

Active management of the self-insured health 
insurance plan for employees such as newly 
implemented changes with prior authorization required 
for specialty medications, increased co-pays for 
emergency room visits, a change in the district’s 
prescription drug claim administrator, planned wellness 
initiatives and independent audits of the plan have 
assisted with keeping the anticipated cost increases 
below the national average. The 2017-2018 budget 
for health benefits has increased by 6% as a result of 
the Affordable Care Act and the emerging trend of high 
cost specialty medications. The District also realized 
savings from participation in the Medicare Part D 
program again this year. 

Energy Savings

An additional cost saving measure involves our 
District’s participation in regional contracts for the 
purchase of energy supplies which are bid through 
a consortium of more than 150 school districts and 
municipalities. The purchase of gas and electric with 
this consortium has provided a savings of more than 
$274,000 to the District over the past several years.

Procurement Savings

Through cooperative bidding and purchasing, the 
District has realized a savings in excess of $500,000 
during the past three years. In addition, the District 
continues to obtain cost proposals for professional 
services to reduce costs. 

BOCES Shared Services

Technical support, computer repair, media services, 
safety services, and printing services have been 
purchased through BOCES. The state reimburses the 
District up to 66% of expenses incurred.

Reduced Data & Telephone Costs

Telephone and data line costs are reduced through 
a contract offered by Oneida BOCES. This contract 
improves data transmission speed and allows for 
access at a lower net cost.

Budget Hearing: Monday, May 8, 2017 | 7:00pm at New Hartford High School Library

Budget Vote: Tuesday May 16, 2017 | 7:00am - 9:00pm at New Hartford High School Gymnasium
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Developmental Program

The District will continue to offer a developmental 
program for students with special needs. This program 
allows identified children to be educated on campus, 
thereby reducing tuition paid for off-campus programs. 

Revenues

Revenues from state sources and tax receipts make up 
96 percent of the budget revenues in the school budget.

 •  The remaining sources come from investment 
earnings, tuition, payment in lieu of tax agreements, 
refunds, end-of-year proceeds and Chapter 721 aid.

 •  End-of-year balance revenues, when achieved on 
a consistent basis, favorably affect the school 
district’s credit rating. This has a positive effect 
on the interest rate for bonds to finance building 
renovation.

 •  Chapter 721 aids are revenues derived from tuition 
payments received in the form of state aid for 
students with special needs.

School Tax Relief (STAR) Tax Exemption

 •  Under state law, all residential property owners, 
regardless of age, may receive a $30,000 property 
tax exemption from the full value of their property, 
provided that they filed for the exemption with their 
town assessor.

Basic STAR
 •  Available for owner-occupied, primary residences 

where the resident owners’ and their spouses’ 
income is less than $500,000. 

 •  Based on the first $30,000 of the full value of a 
property, provided that they filed for the exemption 
with their town assessor.

Filing for STAR Exemption
 •  If you have filed for the Basic STAR Exemption  

(no age criteria), it is not necessary to re-apply 
each year.

 •  If you have not previously applied, you must 
apply at the appropriate town assessor’s office. 
(Please note that the application deadline for all 
exemptions is March 1).

Filing for Enhanced STAR Exemption
 •  Provides an increased benefit for the primary 

residences of senior citizens (age 65 and older) 
with qualifying incomes ($86,000 or less for the 
2017-2018 school year).

 •  Based on the first $65,500 of the full value of a 
home (for the 2017-2018 school year).

Senior Citizen Exemptions
 •  Seniors may also qualify for additional Non-STAR 

Senior Citizen exemption. This exemption may 
entitle a homeowner to an exemption beyond the 
Enhanced STAR exemption.

Budget Hearing: Monday, May 8, 2017 | 7:00pm at New Hartford High School Library

Budget Vote: Tuesday May 16, 2017 | 7:00am - 9:00pm at New Hartford High School Gymnasium
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TOTAL EXPEDITURE PER PUPILRevenue Summary 
Description  2016–2017  2017–2018

Tax Levy $ 34,033,730 $ 34,800,284

Payments In Lieu Of Taxes $ 333,267 $ 469,474

Tuition $ 40,000 $ 60,000

Admissions $ 17,000 $ 17,000

Interest $ 20,000 $ 25,000

Boces Rent $ 35,000 $ 35,000

Sale Of Surplus Materials $ 5,000 $ 10,000

Refunds (Insurance, Boces) $ 215,000 $ 358,000

State Aid $ 13,902,575 $ 14,493,252

Miscellaneous Revenues $ 150,000 $ 150,000

Textbook Aid $ 160,000 $ 167,227

Software Aid $ 40,000 $ 48,959

Library Aid $ 17,000 $ 25,959

Medicaid Reimbursements $ 130,000 $ 181,284

End Of Year Balance $ 1,177,000 $ 1,177,000

Chapter 721 $ 104,599 $ 120,000

Total  $ 50,380,171 $ 52,138,439

Living Quarters for Senior Parent or Grandparent 
Exemption
 •  Under state law, an exemption from taxation 

shall be granted to the extent of any increase 
in assessed value of residential property 
resulting from the construction or reconstruction, 
since 2000, of such property for the purpose 
of providing living quarters for a parent or 
grandparent who is sixty-two years of age or older.

 •  The residence must be the principal place of 
residence of its owner and the primary place of 
residence of the parent or grandparent. 

   a)  the increase in assessed value resulting 
from construction or reconstruction of such 
property, or

   b)  twenty percent of the total assessed value of 
such property, or

   c)    twenty percent of the median sale price of 
residential property within the geographical 
area

Expenditure Summary
Description 2016–2017   2017–2018

Board Of Education $ 26,500 $ 26,500

Central Office $ 256,739 $ 258,747

Finance, Purchasing, Accounting,  
Tax Collection $ 343,517 $ 352,724

Legal & Personnel Services $ 285,445 $ 298,462

Plant Operation, Central Printing & Mailing $ 3,202,650 $ 3,233,762

Insurance, Tax Refunds, Equipment  
Repair, Boces $ 854,171 $ 1,019,145

Instructional Supervision &  
Curriculum Improvement $ 1,115,436 $ 1,127,994

Instructional Program & Teaching $ 15,911,199 $16,261,359

Programs for Students with Disabilities $ 3,989,831 $ 4,472,887

Career & Techinical Education Programs $ 1,062,381 $ 1,105,778

Summer School, Community Education $ 79,608 $ 79,608

Instructional Media $ 613,493 $ 629,680

Student Services & Activities $ 1,875,680 $ 1,922,765

Community Services $ 36,900 $ 36,900

Transportation $ 1,757,448 $ 1,803,643

Employee Benefits  $14,008,244 $ 14,466,485

Debt Service $ 4,960,929 $ 5,042,000

Grand Total $50,380,171 $52,138,439

New Hartford NY State

$20,038

$22,556

Source: 2014-2015 NYS Fiscal Accountability Supplement

$15,000

$20,000

$21,000

$22,000

$23,000

$16,000

$17,000

$18,000

$19,000



PG - 5 NewHartfordSchools.org/budget

What is a Tax Levy Limit?

Although the new law has been referred to as a  
“2 percent tax cap,” it does NOT in fact restrict any 
proposed tax levy increase to 2 percent. The law 
dictates an eight-step formula to calculate the tax levy 
limit including exemptions such as some court orders, 
some pension costs and local capital expenditures.

The proposed 2017-2018 tax levy increase is within the 
allowable tax levy limit, therefore will require a simple 
majority vote of district residents on May 16, 2017.

What Voters Will Decide May 16

SCHOOL BUDGET
To authorize the 2017–2018 budget of $52,138,439

BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTION
Three candidates will be elected to the Board of 
Education. Two of the elected positions are for (5) 
year terms created by the expiration of the terms of 
two incumbents; these terms shall commence on 
July 1, 2017. The third elected position is to fulfill the 
balance of the term of a member vacancy created by a 
resignation. This term shall run May 17, 2017 through 
June 30, 2018.
  
The candidates are as follows:
 • Annette C. Bean
 • Linda Bylica Lark
 • Cindy Chan Phillips

PROPOSITION I
To authorize the purchase and bonding of school 
buses at a cost not to exceed $444,800. The state 
will reimburse the school up to 70 percent of the cost 
of these vehicles. 

Access for People with Disabilities

Enter Daly Place from Oxford Road and note signs for 
handicapped parking. For more information please call 
624-1233.

Budget Vote and Election

When:  May 16, 2017

Where:  New Hartford High School Gymnasium
     33 Oxford Road

Time:  7:00am to 9:00pm

Budget Hearing: Monday, May 8, 2017 | 7:00pm at New Hartford High School Library

Budget Vote: Tuesday May 16, 2017 | 7:00am - 9:00pm at New Hartford High School Gymnasium
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Voter Qualifications

You must be registered to vote in school elections. 
Voters registered to vote with the Oneida County or 
Herkimer County Board of elections who are residents 
of the District will be allowed to vote in the New Hartford 
school elections without registering. To qualify to vote 
you must be:

 •  18 years or older

 •  A Unites States Citizen

 •  Registered to vote

 •  A resident of New Hartford Central School District 
for 30 days or more.

Voter Registration Dates

For those needing to register, registration dates are:

 •  Thursday, May 4, 2017
  3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. High School Lobby

 •  Saturday, May 6, 2017 
  9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. High School Lobby

 •  Monday, May 8, 2017
  3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. High School Lobby

Proof of residency is required. A driver’s license is 
acceptable. For more information, please call the 
District Clerk’s Office at 624-1218.

Absentee Ballots

It is possible to vote by absentee ballot. Forms to 
request absentee ballots should be requested by mail 
from the District Clerk, Mrs. Betty Heil c/o District 
Office, 33 Oxford Road, New Hartford, New York 13413. 
Completed applications for absentee ballots must be 
received by the District clerk at least seven days before 
the election if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or 
the day before the election if the ballot is to be picked 
up by the voter.  
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Curriculum Review and Development 

To ensure our curriculum remains current and meets 
the needs of all students, instructional programs 
are reviewed on a cyclical basis. The Curriculum and 
Review Development Cycle is a six-year process for 
each academic area. 

MATHEMATICS
In the first year of the cycle, working under the direction 
of the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 
Instruction, teachers and administrators conduct a 
comprehensive review of the mathematics curriculum. 
The committee includes teacher representatives from 
all grade levels. The group began work in September 
2016 by reviewing the most recent professional 
literature and research regarding the teaching of 
mathematics. From this research, the teams developed 
the Essential Elements of an Effective Program. This 
document forms the basis for an internal review of our 
current program and an external review of the best 
publications available. The committee also reviewed 
recently published curriculum from the New York 
State Education Department. Based on this work, the 
committee has recommended curriculum materials for 
use in the New Hartford Schools. 

STEAM PROGRAMMING 
The proposed budget includes funding to add a Senior 
High School Emerging Technologies Course and a VEX 
Robotics Team. The Emerging Technologies course 
provides students an opportunity to identify and 
explore trends and the benefits of new technology and 
their feasibility in the business, industry, education 
and medical fields. At the secondary level, students 
will have the opportunity to be part of a VEX Robotics 
Team. This program offers students a rich and 
exciting opportunity to immerse themselves in the 
areas of science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics through building robotics.

At the elementary schools and junior high school, 
unique makerspaces will be created in the libraries. 
These spaces will allow students to explore with 
purpose. The setting will nurture a culture of creativity, 
collaboration, problem solving and critical thinking. The 
elementary schools will also begin the implementation 

of Novel Engineering, which is an integrated approach 
to teaching engineering and literacy. The proposed 
budget also continues to support the redesigned 
elementary DELTA enrichment programs, which will 
provide reading and STEAM-based enrichment. 

Studies show that students decide as early as second 
and third grade whether they like, and think they are 
good at, math and science. Engaging STEAM programs 
at the elementary level provide opportunities for 
students to explore STEAM based work as well as 
develop skill and confidence. 

Students participating in the reading/literacy program 
are engaged in additional, high interest reading. They 
apply skills of critical thinking, inference, and writing 
with what they are learning in the classroom. 
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