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       January 29, 2021 

 

 

Dear New Hartford School Community: 

 

 The landscape shaped by this pandemic continues to shift day by day.  This 

fact, of course, impacts the education of our children whose health and safety, along 

with that of our faculty and staff, remains our number one priority.  Decisions 

related to schooling involve serious and measured consideration of the best 

information available.  We weigh competing viewpoints and leave ample time for 

families to plan ahead. 

 

 Such is the case with the decision to remain fully remote until after mid-winter 

break.  When making that decision, our regional rates of infection and 

hospitalization were high.  Our county executive and local health officials publicly 

urged schools to consider waiting until after winter break to reopen schools to in-

person instruction.  In addition, we were urged to allow time for the major 

vaccination effort to take place. 

 

 Thankfully, regional infection rate numbers have been decreasing, as have our 

seven and fourteen day averages.  In addition, Governor Cuomo has lifted a ‘yellow 

zone’ designation that applied to our portion of Oneida County.  This eliminates 

mandatory COVID-19 testing in order to maintain in-person learning.  School staff 

may still elect to be tested at school on a voluntary basis.  As of this writing, 17 

individuals in our district are quarantined and six individuals are COVID-19 positive. 

 

 Meanwhile, a regional vaccination effort continues as best it can.  This effort is 

important to our faculty and staff, two-thirds of whom have received their first 

vaccine dose, while another third awaits their first vaccine.  We can take these next 

couple of weeks to drive infection rates down even further, get a keener sense of the 

various virus mutations, and allow the vaccine to do its work. 

 

 Also, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced this week 

that, based on a recent study, there is “little evidence that schools have contributed 

meaningfully to increased community transmission.” It is important to note that this 

situation depends on communities making a concerted effort to limit community 

spread. Children are generally safe at schools, but our success in schools depends 

on overall vigilance.  Health experts argue that we are at a critical moment in the 

course of the pandemic and now is not the time to let our guard down.  
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 Still, we are encouraged that recent trends have cleared a path for us to 

reopen our schools to in-person instruction after the mid-winter break.  There 

remain some challenges to face as a community and as a school district.  We do not 

know how long the recent trends will last, though we certainly hope they endure. 

Hospitalization rates in the region remain a concern.  And we still may not know all 

of the positive COVID-19 cases or quarantines within the school district, as we often 

rely on self-reporting to assist an overwhelmed county health department.  So it is 

important that the district continues to work with our community partners to combat 

the spread of the virus. 

 

 It will be exciting to have school open again, but I know that there are many 

families coping with incredible stress brought on by the pandemic.  If there is a 

social or emotional matter that you would like your school to be aware of, please 

reach out to classroom teachers, school counselors, or building principals.  Also, our 

school website features a “Resources in Times of Crisis” page that students and 

families can use depending on their individual situation.  Our schools stand ready to 

support you during this time. 

 

 In closing, thank you for your continued support.  Through it all, we have 

learned that our community will endure by depending on one another, and by 

seeking out a helping hand when needed.  We must also remember to maintain a 

sense of mutual respect even when differences of opinions are evident.  We will 

persevere through these next couple of weeks and joyously welcome students back 

for in-person learning! 

   

       With warm regards,  

 

       Robert J. Nole 
 

       Robert J. Nole 

       Superintendent of Schools 

 

https://www.newhartfordschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913833/Centricity/Domain/4/Resources%20in%20Times%20of%20Crisis.pdf

