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By Mike Jaquays
Mid-York Weekly

Food Network celebrity 
chef Justin Warner says 
his cookbook “The Laws 
of Cooking: And How to 
Break Them” is the chance 
for the readers to “choose 
your own adventure” in the 
kitchen.

“It’s like playing a video 
game, and the last chapter 
is the hardest of them all,” 
Warner told fans during 
his early March visit to 
the Colgate Bookstore in 
Hamilton.

Warner is a self-taught 
chef from Brooklyn and 
the winner of the eighth 
season of Food Network 
Star. Copies of his 2015 
cookbook were available for 
autographs during the event 
and the bookstore also now 
has a very limited supply of 

signed copies for sale.
“It has stuff in it you 

won’t find in any other 
cookbook,” Warner said. 

“This really is all about my 
relationship to food. Now it 
really shows to me a snap-
shot of who I was five years 
ago and where I stood on 
gastronomy.”

The cookbook is filled 
with strange combina-
tions that in the end work 
together well, along with 
a lot of science, Warner 
noted. He said he hopes it 
will help people look at an 
ingredient like a banana and 
see not just the banana itself 
but all of its possibilities.

Warner said he enjoys 
events like the Colgate 
Bookstore visit because on a 
TV show set he doesn’t have 
much chance to meet with 
fans. A show might take 
some six hours to make and 
he might have six minutes 
to interact with the public, 
Warner explained.

Meet and greets let the 
people “see who I am, lit-
erally unedited,” he said.

Dressed in an apron, 
hat and wearing glasses, 
Warner was unassuming 

and approachable by all.
“He has an awesome per-

sonality, and it was really 
cool to meet him after 
seeing him on the Food 
Network,” complimented 
fan Michele Zajac. “I think 
he would be someone who 
is fun to hang around with.”

Samples of Warner’s 
corn fritters with curry 
sauce were cooked up 
by Chartwells, the event 
sponsor, to give the fans 
a real taste of the recipes 
in the cookbook. Some 
tasters loved them while 
others hesitated to their 
spicy kick. He chose that 
sample because it was easy 
to make, easy to transport 
and had the least chance of 
any allergies, he said.

His latest Food Network 
appearance kicked off just 
a few short hours after 
h i s  C o l g a t e  B o o k s t o r e 
visit – Warner is one of 
the celebrity commen-
tators on the new show 
“Guy Fieri’s Tournament 
of Champions.” He also 

hosts “Foodie Call” on
FoodNetwork.com.

W a r n e r  t o l d  f a n s  i n
Hamilton some big news
that would only be revealed 
to the public the following
day: his next cookbook will 
be released in July. Titled
“Marvel Eat the Universe:
The Official Cookbook,”
Warner will take foodies on
a trip through the world of
popular Marvel comic book
and movie characters with 
60 recipes based on the
superheroes and their arch 
villains.

Gabriel Stone of Oneida 
Castle asked Warner who
his favorite Marvel charac-
ter is and although Warner
admitted it fluctuates, he
currently likes the Hulk
the best. His cookbook will 
reflect that penchant for the
green-skinned behemoth
by offering up the recipe for
“Hulk Smashed Potatoes.”

Warner told the Otto
Shortell Middle School
seventh-grader that there 
is much about food and
Marvel characters that 
are similar — for example, 
Iron Man is in a red shell,
much like a lobster, Warner 
explained.

The bookstore’s general 
book buyer Kate Reynolds 
said this was the third time 
a celebrity chef has visited 
the shop to meet fans and 
sign autographs.

“It’s always fun to host 
authors at the bookstore 
and we especially appreci-
ate Chartwells for helping
with this event,” she said.

For someone without 
a formal culinary educa-
tion nor training, Warner 
has certainly done well for 
himself in the field. His
motivations are actually
pretty simple, he intimated.

“I just love good food,” 
he said.

Food Network star shares look at gastronomy
Celebrity TV 
chef Justin 
Warner, left, 
meets with 
fans early 
in March at 
the Colgate 
Bookstore 
in Hamilton 
to discuss 
his personal 
views on 
food and sign 
copies of his 
cookbook. 
He intimated 
his next 
cookbook will 
be released 
this July. [MIKE 

JAQUAYS / MID-

YORK WEEKLY]
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