
New Hartford Central School District Board of Education announced the appointment of Dr. Cosimo 
Tangorra as the District’s new superintendent of schools at their July 6, 2021 meeting.

Dr. Tangorra is currently the superintendent of schools for the Niskayuna Central School District. He 
will begin his duties as superintendent for New Hartford Schools on October 6, 2021.

“New Hartford is a very special place and I am humbled by the trust the Board of Education has displayed 
in allowing me to build upon the tradition of engaging, student-focused education that this district is 
known for,” said Dr. Tangorra. “I am grateful for this opportunity and look forward to working with each 

and every student, staff member, 
parents and community member to 
make sure that our children have the 
tools necessary to succeed both in 
learning and in life.”

“We are excited to welcome Dr. Tangorra and his wealth of 
knowledge and education experience to our District,” said president 
of the New Hartford Central School Board of Education, Pamela 

King. “We know that his collaborative and approachable leadership style makes him the right person to lead New Hartford and actualize 
our commitment of excellence, integrity, citizenship and innovation.”

Dr. Tangorra earned an Associate of Arts degree in Social Science from Herkimer County Community College, a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Psychology from Siena College and a master’s degree in special education from The College of St. Rose. He then received his 
Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational Administration from SUNY Cortland and earned his doctorate in educational leadership 
from The Sage Colleges.

Before joining the Niskayuna Central School District in 2015, Dr. Tangorra served as Deputy Commissioner for P-12 Education for 
the New York State Education Department. Dr. Tangorra was previously employed as the superintendent of schools for Central Valley 
Academy, Trumansburg Central School District and Oppenheim-Ephratah Central School District. Prior to that, he was a building 
principal in the Oppenheim-Ephratah Central School District, administrator and special education teacher in the Little Falls City School 
District, and a special education teacher at the Herkimer-Fulton-Hamilton-Otsego BOCES.
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Welcome to Our New Superintendent, Dr. Cosimo Tangorra

2021-2022 Board of Education Meeting Dates:

Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are usually held in the Robert L. Bradley Elementary Library.

September  7 and 21
October  5 and 19
November 2
December 7
January  4

February 1
March  1
April  5 and 26
May  10 and 17
June  7 and 21

“I am grateful for this opportunity and look forward to 
working with each and every student, staff member, parents 
and community member to make sure that our children have 
the tools necessary to succeed both in learning and in life.”
- Dr. Cosimo Tangorra



The first day of school for students in grades  K-12 of the New 
Hartford Central School District is Tuesday, September 7. School 
hours are as follows: Grades K-6, 8:50 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Grades 
7-12, 7:45 a.m.-2:20 p.m.

Orientations
Kindergarten
The New Hartford Central School District wants to ensure that 
all students have a successful start, especially kindergarteners. 
On Thursday, September 2, a Kindergarten Orientation was 
held at each elementary school. This orientation gives children 
an opportunity to visit the school with their parents, see their 
classroom and meet their teacher. The orientation relieves a 
great deal of anxiety that children often experience on the first 
day of school.

Grade 7
There was an Open House for grade 7 students and parents on 
Thursday, August 26 at the Junior High. Students received their 
schedules and locker combinations. They were given time to 
practice opening their lockers and were able to tour the building. 

Grade 10
To help ensure a successful transition to the Senior High, 
sophomores were invited to Tour Day on Thursday, August 
26. At this time, students were able to pick up their schedule, 
take a tour of the building, find the classrooms on their schedule, 
and get locker assignments. 

The Portal for JH/SH opened on August 26.
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Back to School 2021
The first day of school for students in grades K-12 of the New Hartford Central School District  is Tuesday, September 7.

New Hartford Central School Announces New Faculty & Staff Members 

Kelli Abounader | School Psychologist

Mary Ellen Busa | Hughes Elementary

Brendon Candella | Building & Grounds

Sean Dwyer | Special Education

Alison Eisenhut | Special Education

Earl Glindmyer | Transportation

Bernard Green | Transportation

John Howard | Transportation

Tamara Karrat | Myles Elementary

Melody Mizgala | Bradley Elementary

Melissa Richardson | Math

Jennifer Sadallah | Science

Sandra Tedesco | Senior High School

Kathleen Thompson | Myles/Transportation

Carrie Tinker | Math

Kimberly Taurisano | Bradley Elementary

Chelsea Trotta | Myles Elementary

Patricia Wampfler | Senior High School

Alex Wilson | Transportation

Miyo Wratten | World Language

New Hartford PTA 2021-2022
Presidents 
Council                          Eileen Hamlin
Bradley Elementary     Maggie Tallman
Hughes Elementary     Ashley VanDenTop and Samantha Schmatz
Myles Elementary        John Perretta and Salvatore Paladino
Perry Junior High        Kim Reale and Katie Taylor
Senior High                   Eileen Hamlin

Bradley Elementary
Bradley Elementary PTA’s first 
meeting is October 13 at 7:00 
p.m. Please check the district 
calendar for meeting dates. 
Meetings are held in the library. 

Hughes Elementary
Hughes Elementary PTA’s first 
meeting is September 15 at 6:30 
p.m. Please check the district 
calendar for meeting dates. 
Meetings are held in the school 
cafeteria. 

Myles Elementary
Myles Elementary PTA’s first 
meeting is September 23 at 7:00 
p.m. Please check the district 

calendar for meeting dates. 
Meetings are held in the cafeteria.

Perry Junior High
The Junior High PTA’s first 
meeting is September 14 at 6:00 
p.m. The PTA meets thereafter on 
the second Tuesday of the month 
in the library at 6:00 p.m.

Senior High School
The Senior High PTSA’s first 
meeting is October 7 at 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting dates will be listed in the 
school newsletter and are held in 
the library at 7:00 p.m.

Meeting Schedules
Parents or guardians of New Hartford Central School students are 
encouraged to join the parent-teacher organizations at each school. 
PTA meetings are listed below.
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Congratulations Class of 2021 Graduates!

The Dignity for All Students Act is a state law that went into 
effect July 1, 2012. The intent of the law is to provide all public 
school students with an environment free from discrimination, 
bullying and harassment, as well as to foster civility in public 
schools. The Dignity Act also focuses on prevention of 
harassment, bullying and discriminatory behaviors through 
the promotion of educational measures meant to positively 
impact school culture and climate including instruction in safe, 
responsible use of the internet and electronic communications. 

In plain language, students should understand the following: 
You should never feel that it is not safe for you to come to 
school and participate in all school activities. You should never 
be prevented from concentrating on your school work because 
another student or a school staff member is teasing you, making 
fun of you, pushing you around, or threatening you in some way, 
because of your race, color, weight, national origin (where your 
family comes from), ethnic group, religion, religious practices, 
disability, sexual orientation, gender (including gender identity 
or expression), sex, or for any other reason. 

A student may not act toward another student in a way that 
might reasonably make that student feel threatened or unsafe, or 
that might reasonably make that student unable to concentrate 
on his or her school work, because of race, color, weight, 

national origin (where their family comes from), ethnic group, 
religion, religious practices, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender (including gender identity or expression), sex, or for 
any other reason. It is against school rules for any student or 
school staff member to do this by physical actions or by verbal 
statements, including electronic messages. This kind of conduct 
is prohibited on school property, on school buses, and at all 
school-sponsored events. 

Changes to the law effective July 1, 2013, include specific 
information prohibiting harassment, discrimination and 
bullying, including cyberbullying. This requires school 
administrators to take action regarding conduct that may 
take place off school property when that behavior creates 
or would foreseeably create a risk of substantial disruption 
within the school environment, and/or where it is foreseeable 
that the conduct, threats, intimidation or abuse might reach 
school property.

Each school building has an assigned Dignity Act Coordinator. 
For each of the elementary schools, the coordinator is the 
building principal. For the junior and senior high schools, the 
coordinator is the dean of students. For more information, 
please contact your building Dignity Act Coordinator.

Harassment and Discrimination are Prohibited at School
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Ensuring School Safety:
A Summer 2021 Update

The safety and well-being of our students, faculty 
and staff is an important priority at New Harford 
Central School. We always stand ready to take all 
necessary measures in addressing potential and 
actual threats to our school community. We have 
comprehensive Safety Plans that help our staff and 
public safety personnel respond quickly in the event 
an emergency occurs. We will continue to conduct 
regular training and drills based on our plans.

The District has revised its Building Level Safety 
Plans as well as the District Level Safety Plan for 
the upcoming school year. Additionally, the District 
is in the process of planning additional safety 
enhancements in the next capital project.

COVID-19 remains prevalent in our region. The 
District is working to stay current with the ever-
changing guidance that is now just starting to be 
available to us for the upcoming school year. The 
District is in receipt of guidance from the New 
York State Education Department as well as health 
agencies as of August 12, 2021. At the time of this 
newsletter the District is using the the most recent 
information to update its opening plan for the 2021-
2022 school year. Communication has been sent 
home regarding the procedures and protocals as a 
result of the pandemic.

The District will release decisions regarding these 
topics and other COVID-19 related issues with 
updated communication prior to the start of the 
school year.

NEW HARTFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL
SCHOLAR/ATHLETE TEAM AWARDS*

SPRING 2021

BOYS’ TEAMS

TENNIS 100.99 
LACROSSE 96.68
WRESTLING 95.33
BASEBALL 94.08
UNIFIED BASKETBALL 93.84
OUTDOOR TRACK 93.64
 
 
GIRLS’ TEAMS

LACROSSE 97.80
GOLF 97.24
OUTDOOR TRACK 97.22
SOFTBALL 93.71

INDIVIDUAL SCHOLAR ATHLETES

BOYS GOLF   6 Pins

*New York State Public High School Athletic Association
 Scholar/Athlete Program

At the end of each sport season, the NYSPHSAA honors 
those teams that excel in the classroom. This is a Varsity 
team award.  A student must have played in one varsity 
competition to be eligible. The team’s TOTAL Grade Point 
Average for 75% of the ROSTER must be 90.00 or above.  
If the team GPA is equal to or greater than 90.00, then the 
team will receive a Scholar Athlete Team Certificate.  In 
addition, only individuals on the team who received a 90.00 
GPA or above will receive a Scholar Athlete Pin.  If a team 
does not meet the Scholar Athlete Criteria, the individuals 
with GPA greater than or equal to 90.00 are still eligible to 
receive a pin.

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENT:

What if your school had an app?
Coming soon
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New Hartford Central School District
School Calendar 2021-2022



“Promoting Life-Long Learning in the New Hartford School Community”

Community Adult Education
Fall 2021

New Hartford Central School
9499 Weston Rd. New Hartford, NY 13413

Director: Sandy Towers-Halpin
New Hartford Teacher Center: 315.624-1320

We are excited to once again offer programming through our Teacher Center. We are committed to our community’s health 
and wellness. Thank you for your patience as we navigate COVID-19 protocols and busy buildings. We’re starting off small, 
but look for the reintroduction of Art classes and the start of Pickleball in January!

Fun & Fitness
Co-Ed Soccer
Wednesdays, Beg. 9/22
(No class 11/22)
8:00- 9:30 p.m.

10 sessions, End 12/4
Hughes Elementary Gym
Facilitator: Bethany Truax
Fee: $35

For all adults interested in playing indoor soccer. Join us 
for a fast-paced, fun workout. Soccer skills are helpful, 
but not necessary. Shin guards are optional, but water is 
a must! 

Men’s Basketball
Mondays, Beg. 9/20       Wednesdays, Beg. 9/22
(No class 10/11)           (No class 11/24, )           
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.          7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

11 sessions, Ends 12/6   11 sessions, Ends 12/8
Junior High Gym   Junior High Gym
Facilitator: Dan Karrat  Facilitator: Dan Karrat
Fee: $50                  Fee: $50

Please be advised that during the winter 
sport season, basketball start time may 
have to move to 8 p.m.

Chair Fitness
Tuesdays, Beg. 9/21
(No class 11/22)
6:00-7:00 p.m.
10 sessions, Ends 12/4

Perry Jr. High Library
Instructor: Kim Maxwell
Fee: $50

The Zumba Sentao™ workout takes the thrill of the 
fitness party and partners it with explosive, chair-based 
choreography to strengthen, balance, and stabilize your 
core, and step up your cardio work in a whole new way. 
Grab a chair, feel the beat and learn how to use your 
own bodyweight to enhance muscle strength, improve 
definition and endurance, and tone your physique. Strut, 
shake, and shimmy as you work your core (and work the 
chair) in a high-energy fitness-party that will keep you on 
the edge of your seat! Max. 20

Line Dance
Wednesdays, Beg. 9/22
(No class 11/24, 11/25)
6:30-7:30 p.m.
10 sessions, Ends 12/1

Myles Elementary Gym
Instructor: Kim Maxwell
Fee: $50

Continued on the next page 
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SELF HELP
Positive Thinking and Relaxation
Tuesdays, Beg. 9/24     
6:00-8:00 P.M.       
10 sessions, Ends 11/26  
             
High School Library      
Instructor: Louise White   

Fee: $ 75    
(MAX. 20)
 
Success in attaining personal goals and good health are common 
desires most of us share. This course will focus on ways to 
improve self image, goal setting and relaxation techniques. Ideas 
presented by Dr. Maxwell Maltz in his book PsychoCybernetics 
will be the basis of the instruction along with additional materials. 
Maltz was a plastic surgeon who saw many people who had 
physical defects corrected were still unhappy because it was not 
their outer image but self image that was damaged. He applied the 
sciences of psychology and cybernetics to instruct how to improve 
self image and set goals. Former New Hartford English teacher, 
Louise has taught these concepts and given workshops for many 
years. Students appreciate and apply these principles immediately. 
Books will be available for use and/or sale in the class.

ParentCONNECT

Please join us as we explore current issues and 
parenting topics. Quarterly meetings are generally 
held on the third Thursday of the month, in the Perry 
Jr. High Library at 6:30 p.m. 
Parents are encouraged to attend 
to network with other parents 
facing similar situations. Some 
topics for sharing may include: 
Mental Health, Social Media, 
Mindset and Substance use/abuse awareness. Mrs. 
Truax, School Counselor, and Mrs. Smith, School 
Social Worker will facilitate meetings.

Location: Perry Library
Time: 6:30 p.m.

Tentative Dates are:
October 21, 2021
January 13, 2022

April 21, 2022

You will learn some of the hottest line dances currently hitting 
the clubs, plus some oldies like “The Hustle,” “The Wobble, “ 
and “Saturday Night Fever.” No dance experience needed!

Water Games
Mondays, Beg. 9/20
 (No class 10/11)
5:00 - 6:00 P.m.
10 sessions, Ends 11/29

Jr. High Pool  
Instructor: Wendi Eklund
Fee: $50

Come and join us for a fun water workout with games! 
Participants will play various games each week including water 
basketball, polo, and volleyball. The class favorite has been 
volleyball. We will also use noodles for races and beach balls 
for other activities. The last 15 minutes of class will be devoted 
to lap swimming. 

A Water Workout 
Tuesdays, Beg. 9/21
5:00-6:00 p.m. 
10 sessions, Ends 11/23

Junior High Pool    
Instructor: Elaine Hage    
Fee: $50   
  
This class is designed to safely exercise your core and all muscle 
groups using fitness components that include: cardio, strength, 
flexibility, agility and balance while moving aerobically to 
music. Elements of dance, yoga and fun are weaved into 
this waist high water workout, without getting your hair 
wet! Water shoes are recommended.
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Community Education Registration Form
Mail To:  Sandra Towers-Halpin, Community Education Registration
 9499 Weston Road
 New Hartford, NY  13413
 Make checks payable to: New Hartford Central School

Name  ________________________________________________

Street  ________________________________________________

City  _________________________ State: NY   Zip ____________ 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________

E-mail Address ________________________________________

1st Course Title  ________________________________________
 
2nd Course Title ________________________________________

3rd Course Title_________________________________________

4th Course Title ________________________________________  

1st Fee  __________________   M  Tu  W  Th  (circle one)

2nd Fee  __________________   M  Tu  W  Th  (circle one)

3rd Fee  __________________   M  Tu  W  Th  (circle one)

4th Fee  __________________   M  Tu  W  Th  (circle one)

Total for all classes: _____________________________________

Registration Information

• Mail Registration – until Sept. 10, 2021

• Registration for all classes must be 
submitted on a Community Education 
Registration Form.

• One registration form per person. 

• Payment accepted by CHECK only. 
Gold Card members, please send a copy 
of your card with registration.

  
• Registration for non-residents of the 

school district will be accepted as long as 
vacancies exist.

• All courses are subject to cancellation 
due to insufficient enrollment.

• Classes begin the week of Monday, Sept. 
20, unless otherwise noted.

• Cancellation of classes due to inclement 
weather will be announced over the local 
radio stations.

• NO CLASSES on the following dates: 
10/11, 11/11, 11/24, 11/25

• Participants should assume that all mail 
registrations have been accepted unless 
otherwise notified by the director of 
community education.

•  Refunds only through the second class of 
any activity.

• Adults only

Class information and registration forms are 
available online at: newhartfordschools.org. 
Click on “Instruction” then “Teacher Center” 
then click on “Community Ed calendar, flyer 
or registration form.

(in case of cancellation)
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2021-2022 School Tax 
Payment Options

For the 2021-2022 school tax collection, the 
New Hartford Central School District will be 
offering a new online payment option in addition 
to traditional mail-in payments.
 
As local banks are no longer allowing in-
person, teller payments for school tax collection, 
the District will accept credit card and 
eCheck payments online at egov.basgov.com/
newhartfordcentralschool.

For eCheck payments of up to $50,000, a fee of 
$1.75 will be applied; and for eCheck payments 
of up to $75,000, a fee of $3.00 will be applied.

For all credit card (MasterCard, Visa, Discover, 
American Express, etc.) payments, a fee of 
2.45% of the payment amount will be applied. 
For Visa DEBIT CARD payments, a flat fee of 
$3.95 will be applied.

All fees, as stated above, will be incurred by the 
taxpayer.

In addition, taxpayers will have the option to 
print a receipt for their records once their online 
payment has been submitted via the website.

The district will also continue to accept mail-
in payments made to its M&T Bank lockbox in 
Buffalo. Mail-in payments should be addressed 
to PO Box 910, Buffalo NY, 14240.

Questions concerning New Hartford CSD school 
tax bills or payment options should be directed 
to Robin Kennedy, Tax Collector and Secretary 
to the Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Affairs, at 315-624-1202 or rkennedy@nhart.org

Kasia Gelfuso, Created in Studio Art

Home of the Spartans

New Hartford CSD has the following 
immediate openings

Substitute:
Teachers

Teacher Aides
Nurses 

Cleaners

Full-Time Cleaners
Regular:

Lunch/Playground Monitors
Bus Drivers 
Bus Aides

Please complete application and mail to:
NHCSD, Personnel Office | 29 Oxford Rd.

New Hartford, NY 13413
Applications available at:

www.newhartfordschools.org/page/2555

• Paid Training
• Competitive Pay
• Possible Health Coverage

UN-000697053
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Notice of Compliance
The New Hartford Central School District hereby advises students, 
parents, employees and the general public that it offers employment 
and educational opportunities, including vocational educational 
opportunities, without regard to sex, race, religion, age, national 
origin, qualified disability, marital status, genetic predisposition, 
or carrier status. Information on secondary vocational educational 
opportunities for district residents under the age of 21 is available 
through the high school counseling office. Grievance procedures or 
inquiries regarding this non-discrimination policy may be directed 
to the Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction at 
315-624-1274.

Student Accident Insurance
The school district does not carry student accident insurance on 
students. Coverage is not provided for the normal school day or for 
athletic contests. Parents may want to explore purchasing student 
accident insurance if their health insurance coverage is nonexistent 
or limited.

Integrated Pest Management
Our district uses current integrated pest management practice to 
reduce the use of pesticides in our buildings and on our grounds. It 
may be necessary, however, to use pesticides periodically during 
the year. New York state law requires that schools maintain a list of 
staff and parents who wish to receive written notice 48 hours prior 
to a pesticide application at their school facility. If you wish to be 
included on this notification list, or for further information on the 
district’s pesticide program, please contact the NHCSD Building 
and Grounds Office at 315-624-1233. 

Transportation
Bus pickup and times will be similar to last year. Students should 
be ready early for buses during the first few days until schedules 
are finalized. Students will be advised once school is in session if 
any further changes are necessary.

Notice of Residency
The District has a policy for student residents that, according to 
education law, entitles students to attend public schools maintained 
in the district in which they reside. The District also has a non-
resident policy that allows students who do not legally reside in the 
district to be approved for attendance in the district’s schools under 

certain conditions and with the payment of tuition. Families of non-
resident students must notify the appropriate building principal for 
their children on an annual basis.

Parents’ Right to Know
Parents may request information regarding professional qualifications 
of their child’s teacher(s) and teacher assistants. Parents may 
request the following information by calling Allen Hyde, Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, at 315-624-1274.

• Teacher certification status
• The baccalaureate degree major and any other graduate 
 degree information
• Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals, 
 and if so, their qualifications

Title 1 Complaint Procedure
Any school parent or teacher, or other interested person, or agency may 
file a complaint concerning violations of ESEA Title 1, Parts A, C, and 
D; Title 2, Part A; Title 4, Part A or of the General Education Provisions 
Act; or of Section 100.2(ee) Academic Intervention Services of the 
Regulations of the Commissioner. All complaints must:

• be written to the superintendent;
• be signed by the person or agency representative filing 
 the complaint;
• specify the requirement of law or regulation being violated 
 and the related issue; and/or the concern;
• contain information/evidence supporting the complaint;
• state the nature of the corrective action desired.

If not resolved within 30 business days, the complaint regarding 
Title 1 should be sent to:

New York State Education Department
Office of ESSA Funded Programs
Room 320 EB
89 Washington Avenue
Albany, NY 12234
Attention: Complaint Coordinator

Senior Citizen Gold Cards
Senior Citizen Gold Cards will be provided upon request 
to those resident senior citizens more than 60 years of age. 
Passes will provide free admission to all New Hartford 
Central School extracurricular activities. Passes may be 
picked up in the Superintendent’s Office located in the 
Oxford Road School Complex.
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Message from the Interim 
Superintendent

Dear School Community,

Welcome to the 2021 – 2022 school year! Though there continues to 
be many challenges, we look forward to working with New Hartford 
families in order to provide our students with a safe and highly 
supportive learning environment.  

The school year offers many opportunities to be part of events 
affiliated with New Hartford Central Schools. Please take a moment 
to review our calendar and obtain a brief overview of some of the 
activities that await you in the coming year. It also provides some 
important procedures and protocols under which our schools operate.  
Our school website has been updated and an app will be available 
so you can view events and initiatives throughout the school year.  

In early October, Dr. Cosimo Tangorra will begin as the New Hartford 
Central School District Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Tangorra 
comes to New Hartford with outstanding experience in education 
and a student-centered philosophy. Please welcome Dr. Tangorra 
and provide him with the outstanding support that New Hartford 
educators enjoy.  

Together we can create a safe and successful environment. Best wishes 
for a memorable school year!  
 
Sincerely,
Dave Langone
Interim Superintendent of Schools 
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Sept. 22 Perry Junior High School 
 Back to School Night
 Grades 7-8-9
 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 23 Senior High School
 Back to School Night
 Grades 10-12
 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 28 Hughes Elementary School 
 Curriculum Night
 Grades K-6
 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 29 Bradley Elementary School 
 Curriculum Night
 Grades K-6
 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 30 Myles Elementary School
 Curriculum Night
 Grades K-6
 6:30 p.m.


