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2018 Best Communities for Music Education
New Hartford Central Schools has been honored with the 2018 Best Communities 

for Music Education designation from the National Association of Music Merchants 
(NAMM) Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education.  
  Th e Best Communities for Music Education designation is awarded to districts that 
demonstrate outstanding achievement in eff orts to provide music access and education 
to all students.
 “It is because of the wonderful support of our parents, students, administration, 
and our great music staff  that we continue to lead the region in music education,” New 
Hartford music department chair T.J. McAvaney said, “by producing high quality performances and a high caliber of student 
achievement in the performing arts.” McAvaney considers it an honor to work and serve in a community that values music 
as an important part of its school curriculum.

    * Highlights *    
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Teen All-Stars
 Th e Utica Observer-Dispatch named Victoria Walters 
and Ryan Brooks among its 2018 Teen-All Stars. Victoria 
plans to attend the University of Vermont, and Ryan at 
Loyola University Maryland, this coming fall. 

Three New Hartford Teachers Earn 
Engineering Certifi cates

 Dovetailing with 
the District’s STEAM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts, 
and Math) initiative, 
three New Hartford 
Central School teachers 
recently completed 
graduate teaching 
certifi cates in engineering 
education. Elementary school teachers Kathy Donovan, 
Melissa Gehringer, and Lisa Meyers, spent the last 18 
months as part of Tuft s University’s Teacher Engineering 
Education Program. Each participant concentrated on 
research and teaching methods that bring New York State’s 
new K-6 pre-engineering learning standards to life in the 
classroom. Tuft s notes that the tools gained in the program 
“enables any teacher to use the power of engineering 
education to prepare their students to change the world.”  



Double Down Champs

 New Hartford Senior High School is once again the Double 
Down champion aft er defeating Christian Brothers Academy in 
the semifi nals and four-time champion Cooperstown in the fi nals. 
Double Down is WCNY’s award-winning high school academic 
quiz show. Students face challenging questions on science, math, 
literature, current events and other topics, and the high school 
teams compete for prizes and bragging rights.  
 In addition to a trophy, the school will receive a $1,000 award 
and each team member received $100. Th e team members this 
year were:  Cormac McIntosh, Austin Franklin, Leila Marhamati, 
Nick Lemire and David Mathews. Th e team advisor is high school 
social studies teacher Mr. Peter Anderson. Missing from photo: 
David Mathews.
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Congratulations to Our Retirees:
Denise Altamuro - Special Education
James Belcher - Senior High
Nancy Castellano - Bradley Elementary
James DeRollo - Perry Junior HIgh
Deborah Dowling - Perry Junior High
Gail Evans - Senior High
Barb Kivela - Transportation
Gary Knutti - Transportation
Michael Riscica - Transportation
Lynne Roberts - Occupational Th erapy
Carolyn Solan - Senior High
Karen White - Transportation

 Musicians from the Bradley band, chorus, and orchestra 
traveled to the state capital on March 27. All three groups 
performed as a part of Music In Our Schools Month sponsored 
by NYSSMA (New York State School Music Association). Th e 
students were greeted by Senator Griff o and Assemblyman Miller. 

Bradley Musicians Travel 
to Albany

Learning About Service Dogs
Th ird grade students at Myles 
Elementary School enjoyed 
learning about K-9 dogs through 
a presentation by members of the 
New York State Police Canine Unit. 
Th e students were reading and 
writing about service dogs and the 
important role they play helping 
others. Th e program enhanced their 
learning experience as the children 
met two service dogs and witnessed 
the important work they do fi rst 
hand. All were impressed with K-9 

Rudd and K-9 Schini and the offi  cers that train and care for them!

Prince Charming Ball
 Th e New Hartford Central School 
District Foundation hosted its 
8th annual Prince Charming Ball 
on April 14 at Daniele’s Banquet 
Specialists. Th is year’s annual 
mother-son dance featured the theme 
T O M O R R O W L A N D - - W H E R E 

ROBOTS RULE. Entertainment included music by DJ Roscoe 
Red and a live presentation by the JavaScouts Robotics Team, 
made up of students primarily from New Hartford's Junior High 
and High School. 
 Th e New Hartford Foundation is grateful to have the support 
of its presenting sponsor, First Source Federal Credit Union. 
Additional sponsors included: March Associates; Th e Pike 
Company; Gilroy, Kernan, & Gilroy; New York Bus Sales; and Ed 
& Ed Business Technology.
 Proceeds from this annual event support educational 
programming at New Hartford Central School District's three 
elementary schools. Th is year’s event will benefi t the STEAM 
curriculum initiative and raised more than $18,000! Since 2011, 
the New Hartford Foundation Board has raised more than 
$100,000 for various educational initiatives through the Prince 
Charming Ball. 



New Hartford School Report Card for the 2016-17 School Year

Th e New York State Education Department publishes report cards annually on each district and each school to inform the 
public about school performance. New Hartford students continue to perform well in all areas and across all grade levels, 
oft en ranking among the state performance leaders. 

New York State Regents Examination Results
Th e percentage of students passing Regents examinations in 2017.

Post Graduation Plans for 2017 
High School Graduates

Exam New Hartford New York State
English Common Core 97% 84%
Algebra I Common Core 98% 74%
Geometry Common Core 97% 64%
Algebra II Common Core 100% 80%
Global History 95% 68%
United States History and 
Government 99% 81%

Earth Science 98% 69%
Living Environment 97% 74%
Chemistry 94% 74%
Physics 85% 82%

Percent to College 90%

Percent to Four-Year College 69%

Percent to Two-Year College 21%

Percent to Military 1%

Other Post Secondary Plans 7%

For more information on the district's performance, go to http://reportcards.nysed.gov

Exam 2017
Number of Exams Taken 719
Number of Exams Scored 3 or Higher 527
Number of AP Scholars 138

Advanced Placement Results
The Advanced Placement (AP) program at 
New Hartford continues to feature outstanding 
student accomplishments. Students take the AP 
examinations in May after completing challenging 
college-level courses.

AP Results
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Scholastic Art Awards
Th e Art Department would like to extend congratulations to 
the New Hartford Senior High and Junior High art students 
for a great showing at this year’s Scholastic Art Competition! 
Th e Alliance for Young Artists and Writers is a national 
organization that identifi es and celebrates middle and 
high school artists who demonstrate exceptional creative 
talent. Th is organization sponsors the regional and national 
Scholastic Art Competitions, as well as awarding prizes and 
scholarships for selected artwork that display “originality, 
technical skill, and the emergence of personal vision or 
voice.” New Hartford art students received a total of 36 
awards this year. Congratulations to all the New Hartford 
artists who participated in the 2018 Scholastic Art Awards! Photo credit: Katie Sullivan



Winter 2017-2018 Athletic Awards

Michael Kielar Memorial Award — Tyler Kuty
 Presented to a senior boy swimmer who displays team spirit, drive, selfl essness and leadership.

Warren Palmer Memorial Award — Joe Murray
 Presented to an outstanding varsity basketball player in the upper half of the senior class.

Paul Swancott Award — Frank Mondi   
 Presented to a senior hockey player who best demonstrates sportsmanship, high academic achievement, citizenship and   
 team play.

Ed Meyer Memorial Award — Juliano Macera
 Presented to a junior hockey player demonstrating strong skills, good citizenship and commitment to the sport.

Dr. Edward J. Root Memorial Award — Edward Rayhill/Robert French
 Presented to a hockey player demonstrating strong defensive skills, good citizenship, above average grades and 
 team dedication.

Charles Cole Humanitarian Award — Juliano Macera       
 Presented to the Spartan hockey player who best emphasizes the values of Charles Cole, our longtime friend and 
 supporter, who always put others before himself.

MVP/MIP RECIPIENTS WINTER 2017-18
SPORT MVP MIP
Basketball - Boys Niko Policelli 

Joe Murray
Jack Angelucci

Swimming - Boys Nick Lemire 
Matt Abraham

Jacob Nordstrom

Ice Hockey Michael Fiorentino Connor Hansen
Wrestling Ian McKenna Cormac McIntosh
Bowling - Boys Robert Tehan Nate Berntson
Indoor Track - Boys Sei Sei Jordan Giglio
Indoor Track - Girls Fallon O’Toole Kayla Gray
Bowling - Girls Adrianna Ryan Kim MacDonald
Basketball - Girls Kaia Henderson Sophia Murray
Volleyball Jordan Restivo Marie Winn
Cheerleading Olivia Smith Gianna Giglio

Fall/Winter 2015-2016 Scholar/Athlete Team Awards
GIRLS TEAMS
Indoor Track 98.63
Volleyball 97.89
Basketball 96.32
Competitive Cheer 91.27
Bowling 91.14

BOYS TEAMS
Indoor Track   95.03
Bowling   95.00
Swimming & Diving  94.30
Basketball   92.32
Wrestling   91.61

Fall/Winter 2017-18 Scholar/Athlete Team Awards

INDIVIDUAL SCHOLAR ATHLETES
Boys Ice Hockey 8 Pins
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Budget Proposed for
the 2018-19 School Year

Contingency Budget for the 
2018-19 School Year*

THIS NOTICE IS MANDATED BY NEW YORK STATE
New Hartford Central School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal

Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $52,138,439 $52,891,318 $52,710,866

Increase/decrease for 2018-2019 school year $752,879 $572,427

Percentage increase/decrease in proposed budget 1.4% 1.1%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.13%

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount, Net Reserve $34,800,284 $35,824,944

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable 0 0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable 0 0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy 0 0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $34,800,284 $35,824,944 $34,800,284

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $1,574,135 $1,697,200

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $33,226,149 $34,127,744

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support 
Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D)

$33,226,149 $34,127,744

I. Diff erence: G - H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval - 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions)

0 0

Administrative component $4,538,870 $4,619,585 $4,538,870

Program component $38,603,031 $39,428,818 $39,329,081

Capital component $8,996,538 $8,842,915 $8,842,915

Budget Adopted for 
the 2017-18 School Year

* Pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law, should the proposed budget be defeated twice, a contingency budget will be adopted.

The annual budget vote for the fi scal year 2018-2019 by the qualifi ed voters of the New Hartford Central School District, 33 Oxford Road, 
New Hartford, New York, Oneida County will be held at the Senior High School in said district on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., prevailing time in the High School Gymnasium at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting 
ballot or machine.

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2018-19 School Year
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $732

1The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

Congratulations to 
the Jazz Band for their 

incredible performance 
at the Oneida Jazz 
Festival in March. 
All-star individual 

awards went to: David 
Mathews and Dylan 

Evans for trombone, Nate 
Oczkowski for trumpet, 

Ben Roopra for piano, Joe 
Alberico for horn, and 

Mari Sosnowski for fl ute.

Congratulations to the Jazz Band



Ensuring School Safety: A Spring 2018 Update
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 Th e safety and well-being of our 
students, faculty, and staff  is the most 
important priority at New Hartford Central 
School District. We always stand ready to take 
all necessary measures in addressing potential 
and actual threats to our school community.  
 Th e following is a discussion of the latest 
tools and procedures we are using to keep 
everyone safe.  We also include a look at some 
new security technologies on the horizon.

Current Safety Plans: 
Safety Drills 
 Building safety plans are updated on 
an annual basis. Each school practices safety 
drills throughout the year. We practice various 
types of emergency response scenarios 
that include evacuating the buildings and 
moving all students, staff , and faculty to a 
safe location.  Such practice helps ensure that 
students and staff  know what to do in case of 
an emergency. Th e District continues to stay 
current with emergency drills as required by 
the New York State Education Department. 
In compliance with current regulations, each 
building now conducts eight fi re/evacuation 
drills (previous regulations required twelve) 
and four lockdown drills. Each school 
building is working towards the completion 
of mandated drills this school year.  
 Th ese buildings also conduct an early 
release drill. Th e District has established off -
campus reunifi cation sites where parents 
can pick up their children in the event an 
emergency does not allow students and staff  
to return to campus.

Safety Personnel
 Th e School Security Offi  cers continue 
to be a positive addition to our school 
community. SSOs provide a professionally-
trained and armed security presence on our 
campuses. We continue to have an excellent 
working partnership with the New Hartford 
Police Department. Th e open lines of 
communication with the NHPD are crucial 
to District administration, especially when 
determining emergency responses. Th e 
District continues to advocate for additional 
resources for this program.
 Additionally, each elementary school is 

staff ed with a social worker or counselor while 
Perry Junior High and the High School have 
both a social worker as well as a counselor. Th e 
District also has one psychologist dedicated to 
grades K-6 and another dedicated to grades 
7-12.   

Collaborating for Safety
 In 2018, the District earned the 
“Titanium Level with Honors” School Safety 
Excellence Award from the Utica National 
Insurance Company. Th is is the highest level 
awarded by the company. Th e New Hartford 
Central School District has earned this level 
of distinction for the past fi ve years. Th e 
award includes a $500 grant to further our 
safety eff orts.  
 Th e goal of this award program is to 
recognize the excellent safety practices and 
the “District’s eff orts to create a safe and 
secure learning environment for children, an 
enjoyable and productive work environment 
for staff , and a comfortable and pleasant 
experience for visitors to our district.” On 
behalf of the District Plant Engineer Mr. 
Andy Morgan, District Safety Offi  cer Mr. 
John Banek, and the BOCES Safety offi  ce 
coordinated to submit an application for this 
award.  
 Superintendent Robert Nole represented 
New Hartford Central Schools at a recent 
Safety Coalition Summit that hosted more 
than 70 local leaders. Oneida County 
Executive Anthony Picente as well as 
superintendents and law enforcement offi  cials 
from around Oneida County discussed 
opportunities for greater collaboration 
toward mutual safety. Members of the District 
administrative team recently attended the 
Utica National Insurance Company’s School 
Risk Management Seminar in East Syracuse. 
In addition, two community members have 
been invited to participate in our District 
Safety Team. 

Some of the district’s other current 
safety procedures and technologies 
include:
• Security cameras with recording devices 

are present at the entrance to all of the 
buildings in the District. In total, there 

are 66 cameras throughout the District
• Designated single points of entry for 

all school community members at all 
school buildings 

• Front entrance doors are equipped with 
an intercom so that visitors can state the 
purpose of their visit

• Increased police presence before, during 
and aft er school hours, including the 
high school lunch break

• Overnight security checks in all 
buildings, seven days a week. Our 
morning custodians have been trained 
to conduct daily and nightly checks to 
detect any suspicious items and ensure 
that exterior doors and windows are 
secure

• Annual building inspections are now 
conducted collaboratively with the 
NHPD

• Th e NHPD and the Oneida County 
Sheriff ’s Department have fl oor plans 
for each school building

• Identifi cation badges for all district 
employees will continue to be required 

• Additional exterior lighting on school 
grounds and in parking lots is now 
provided

• Th e District has established direct radio 
contact with fi rst responders to enhance 
communication during a crisis

 
What are the District’s goals to 
enhance current safety plans?
Immediate Goals
 Th e District will enhance the SSO 
Program for the 2018-2019 school year. 
Additionally, members of law enforcement 
will be given access to the buildings this spring 
in order to get better acclimated with the 
layouts. Th e District Safety Team will evaluate 
recent emergency response drills and increase 
the size of the District Safety Committee.   

Short-term Goals
 New Hartford school administration, 
with the assistance of the New Hartford 
Police Department, is currently working 
on scheduling active shooter training for 
administration this summer through the 
New York State Department of Homeland 

Continued to page 7
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Security.  Th e District will also be working on 
the implementation of safety upgrades in the 
upcoming building project.  

Planned new security technologies 
include:
• Enhancing and increasing interior and 

exterior security cameras
• Implementing a swipe card entry system 

in each building
• Upgrading our telephone system
• Replacing zoned fi re alarm systems that 

include strobes and audible systems

Long-term Goals
 Th e District will continue to evaluate 
best practices such as training, personnel, 
and technology needs to improve upon 
our school’s emergency management plan.  
District personnel will actively pursue safety 
upgrades and recommendations for the 
District in future capital projects. 

Building Safety Plans
 Th ese plans are completed at the 
building level and reviewed by our Director 
of Safe Schools and the BOCES Safety 
Offi  ce. Building safety plans are confi dential. 
Additionally, the building level plans are 
submitted to both the New York State Police 
and State Education Department. Each 
school uses a single point of entry during 
school hours. Th is limited access into the 
buildings provides accountability and 
prevents unauthorized entry. Th ese areas are 
supervised and one can only gain access with 
a security buzzer system. Th e Senior High 
School has additional entry points before and 
during lunch that are monitored by staff . Th e 
remainder of the day follows a single entry 
point procedure.  
 Th e District collaborates with the 
BOCES Safety Offi  ce to train all front door 
personnel on techniques, protocols, and 
operating procedures for allowing visitors into 
the building. Signs are prominently displayed 
that direct visitors to the main entrance as to 
assist with mandatory check-in procedures. 
Heightened security awareness continues to 
be discussed with faculty and staff  with their 
building principals. Th is includes suspicious 
activity with regards to vehicles, persons, and/
or packages in or around the school buildings 

and grounds and reporting such to the main 
offi  ce.
A Parent’s Role in Emergency 
Response
 Parents should know that if a situation 
occurs, our primary focus is to keep all 
students safe while securing the facilities. 
Once we assure student safety, accurate 
information regarding the situation will be 
disseminated to parents and guardians. We 
will get this information to you as soon as 
possible depending on the situation.   
 Th e District will utilize email, text 
messages, and social media to communicate 
important information. With your help, 
the district will do its best to be the fi rst to 
communicate with parents in a prompt 
manner. For example, it is very important for 
families to notify their child’s school regarding 
any changes to contact information so that 
messages are sent promptly to the correct 
recipient. If parents would like to receive 
text messages from our emergency response 
system--School Messenger System, or “SMS”-
-parents must notify their child’s school. 
When SMS contacts parents via text, please 
reply “Y” to offi  cially opt-in to the service.

Other important items to consider:
• Ensure that parent cell phone is listed as 

a cell phone (if your home phone and 
cell phone are the same they must be 
listed separately)

• Ensure you are listed as a contact for 
your student(s) with phone(s) and email

 Parents can help ensure campus safety 
by reminding your children that--if they hear 
or see of any threatening activity--to please 
report such activity to a trusted adult or a 
school administrator.  
 Th ank you in advance for your 
understanding and patience as we continue 
to explore and implement new safety options.  
We realize increased safety procedures may 
not always be convenient, but we certainly do 
appreciate your cooperation. 
 District administration will continue 
to work with the BOCES Safety Offi  ce and 
law enforcement offi  cials while exploring 
opportunities to enhance safety at New 
Hartford Central School District.

Ensuring School Safety (Cont.)

STEAM Fair
 Students and parents gathered 
in the senior high gymnasium 
on April 7 to participate in the 
third annual SpringSTEAM Fair. 
Students were eager for hands-
on learning activities ranging 
from the physics of hockey to 
the chemistry of Café CaNole’s 
perfect cannoli recipe. Sixteen 
community partners, such as 
Stronghold Animation, Sculpture 
Space, and the Air Force Research 
Laboratory, provided immersive, 
cross-disciplinary lessons to 
challenge student problem-solving 
skills.  Bradley Elementary School 
Librarian Adrienne Ciampi said, 
“Along with my colleagues, I was 
thrilled to bring the makerspaces 
of the New Hartford Central 
School libraries to the fair and meet 
students from across the district. It 
is a lot of fun to help the students 
work through the creative design 
process and see their ideas come to 
fruition."



Guys & Dolls
New Hartford Masque presented the show, Guys and 
Dolls from March 15-18, 2018. Th e performance was 
outstanding. Bravo to all!

Stage Direction by Matthew Romanow; Music  Direction 
by Christine Krumbach; Choreography by Michelle 
Grimmer; and Orchestra Direction by Thomas J. 
McAvaney.  
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Photo credit: Katie Sullivan 


