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AP European History Course Introduction 2018-19 

Welcome to Advanced Placement European History 
(APEH). You have chosen to stretch your academic self to 
new limits! The APEH course begins in 1450 with the 
Italian Renaissance and ends with recent European History. 
You are required to take the AP exam in May. The course 
will end with the New York State Regents in Global 
History in June. Intellectual skills include the acquisition of 
some knowledge about the world in which we live and its 
history.  

You began this journey last year in Global History 1 or 
Global History Honors in which you studied prehistory 
through the 18th century. The good news is that the first 
two months of our course will involve some of the history 
you studied last year. 

Essay writing will be a major component of our study. The 
ability to express your ideas in a written format is an 
important skill. Our writing will concentrate on techniques 
explicitly designed to help you succeed on the AP 
European History exam along with those skills essential for 
an undergraduate university setting. 

We will also devote some energy to the skill of effective 
reading––specifically, reading content material for 
comprehension. Our goal will be personal growth in this 
area. Not everyone reads in the same manner nor does 
everyone comprehend in the same manner, but reading is a 
vital skill and should not be over-looked. 

Next is the completion of assigned tasks. This, of course, 
is expected. Work assigned is work that must be completed. 
Exceptions are illness and emergencies. Completion of 
tasks is a “real world” concern since it has implications in 
your own personal values and abilities to complete tasks in 
a work place. Good work habits are essential in a highly 
competitive world. 

In the area of social development, we will continue 
working on skills that began with kindergarten––namely 
understanding, tolerating, and working with others. Again, 
this is “real world” stuff. Some of you are already very 
skilled at this while for others growth is still needed. 
Respect for one another is not just expected in this class; it 
is demanded. Anyone should feel free and comfortable 
expressing his or her ideas in a manner appropriate to a 
class setting. 

Getting Started in APEH 
In AP European History, you will be given six note packets 
organized around the curriculum learning units. These 
packets will include fundamentally important content, 
journal theses, essential questions, “close reads,” and 
review charts. Many students find that a large 3-ringed 
binder (at least 3”) works best for organizing and managing 
the packets, but ultimately it is up to you to figure out what 
works best. As a student in this college-level course, it is in 
your best interest to read, annotate, and study these notes 
packets as a part of the learning process.  
The vast majority of our written work will be completed/
submitted via Google Classroom, one of the programs in 
Google’s impressive suite of online apps. Early in the 
school year we will help you set-up your Google 
Classroom account for AP European History.  

Text, Supplements & Web 
The text for the course––which needs to be covered by our 
third meeting of class––is R.R. Palmer’s A History of the 
Modern World/10e. It is an excellent survey text of 
European history. While it is definitely a survey text, it is 
written at a collegiate reading level. We will also be doing 
significant primary and secondary source readings. These 
source materials help acquaint you with developing skills 
of historical research and analysis. Other sources will be 
used as well, documentaries, podcasts, and custom multi-
media presentations. Many resources for APEH are found 
on Mr. Walters’ web site:  
newhartfordschools.org/jfwalters    
Every student should explore and utilize the opportunities 
found on this site. In particular, it is advised that students 
regularly check the “What’s New!” link found on the AP 
European History main page. 
At the beginning of each period while attendance and 
“housekeeping” chores are being tended, you should spend 
time revisiting the written journal entry or Exam Skills 
(ES) you were likely assigned for that day’s class. Perusing 
it will help prepare you for the discussion which we will 
use to launch the day’s learning activities.  

Depending on the content, more than one journal entry may 
be assigned. On days when no journal has been assigned, it 
would be prudent to review your relevant readings and/or 
notes in preparation for that day’s lesson. Use that time to 
review and prep for class.  
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Time Out-of-Class 
Notes taken, assigned readings, and completed assignments 
for the current unit should be studied every evening. A 
well-kept notebook will help build personal organizational 
skills, build personal responsibility, and provide a work 
record of your class work. It will also provide a useful 
starting point for student/teacher discussions on any 
content problems you may be having. 

Homework is a rule rather than an exception, but most of 
the homework is reading––not writing. Reading homework 
places significant pressure on students since there is no 
written task to “prove” that you have done the reading. 
Successful students in APEH generally keep up with their 
nightly readings. Apart from charts/outlines/graphic 
organizers, all written homework assignments (SGQs, 
CEQs, LEQs, DBQs) in AP European History are to be 
typed. 

It is expected that homework assignments will be 
completed individually and on time. Late assignments 
will be penalized 20% of total point value of the 
assignment for each class day late (example for 100 point 
assignment: 1 class day late=20 pts. off, 2 class days 
late=40 pts. off, etc.). Late work will not be accepted after 
five (5) days. Extended absences due to illness is the only 
exception.  

Cheating & Plagiarism 
Please familiarize yourself with New Hartford High 
School’s policy on cheating and plagiarism. Consult your 
parent/student handbook for the exact official policy. If 
cheating or plagiarism is suspected, the policy will be 
followed without exception. Know the policy and do not 
do it! Understand that if you are found to have cheated or 
plagiarized, this fact will become part of your permanent 
discipline record. The consequences for all of the people 
involved in the policy violation are significant. We would  

rather you take a penalty for late work than to be guilty of 
cheating or plagiarism. If at any point in the year you have 
questions about the policy or its application to a specific 
assignment, please contact Mr. Walters immediately. 
Remember, all homework assignments are individual 
endeavors and, as a result, original products are 
expected for submission. If you have questions or concerns 
about this issue, please contact me prior to completing the 
assignment. Please do not hesitate!  

In addition to a traditional hardcopy of an essay, it is 
required that students submit an electronic version of their 
essay to www.turnitin.com, a plagiarism prevention 
service to which our school subscribes. Specific procedures 
for online submissions will be addressed in class. 

Grades 
All assignments will carry a point value. Tests and essays 
will typically be worth at least 100 or more points. Quiz 
values vary. You will be told at the time of the assignment 
how many points the assignment is worth. Once your 
assignment is scored, your grade will be available via your 
on-line SchoolTool portal.  
It is expected that both you and your parents/guardians 
check your grades on a weekly basis. Should you have any 
questions or concerns regarding your grades, contact Mr. 
Walters.  
For further questions regarding grading, consult your 
parent/student handbook for the stated grading policy.

Can I Survive All of This? 
In a word – absolutely!  Always do the following: 

1. Be on time.  Be in your seat when the bell rings. When the class begins, have your materials out and be ready for work.  
Most days it is expected that class learning will begin with you independently working on a journal thesis or readings.

2. Come prepared. Never ask to leave class for supplies or assignments. Bring pens and highlighters. Be responsible.  If 
it’s not in class, it’s not done. Remain seated, attentive, and engaged until you are dismissed at the end of class.

3. If  you wish to answer/ask a question or make a comment,  raise your hand  and wait  to be acknowledged by the 
instructor. As the year progresses and we establish rapport and trust, class discussion will take on a more spontaneous 
and dynamic tone. 

4. Study your notes and assignments on a daily basis. Develop good study habits. If you haven’t done it yet, begin now 
by taking the first small step. Regular study in small doses is that first step.

5. Give yourself time to grow (parents, too!). As you make the transition from 9th grade work to undergraduate-level 
work, grades tend to be lower the first semester. As course-appropriate skills expand, so typically do grades. When in 
doubt, ask the veteran AP Euro students and/or parents. We have been teaching this course here for over 30 years. 


